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MAILING LABEL

After a consulting firm 

was hired to make recom-

mendations on improving 

the city’s police department, 

three of the police officers 

resigned before changes 

could be made.

“Like many cities across 

our country, the City of 

Baldwin has experienced 

significant challenges with-

in our police department,” 

Mayor Joe Elam stated. “In 

an effort to improve our ser-

vices, we recently secured 

the services of a consulting 

firm to help us find opportu-

nities to build a department 

we can all be proud of. Un-

fortunately, before we could 

begin implementing need-

ed changes, we received 

the unexpected and abrupt 

resignations of three of our 

officers, including interim 

chief Matt Nall.”

The mayor added that the 

city is “actively taking steps 

to rebuild the department.”

“We will not accept any-

thing less than a first-class 

department for our citi-

zens,” Elan said. “As may-

or, I along with the council, 

remain committed to ensur-

ing the public safety of the 

citizens of Baldwin.”

A new interim chief has 

not been named yet. 

Three police 

officers resign 
from Baldwin 
Police Dept.

A woman missing from 

Banks County was found 

dead in a heavily-wooded 

area of the county on April 

28, according to the Banks 

County Sheriff’s Office.

Amanda Hall, 42, was 

last seen April 23 in Banks 

County. 

The sheriff’s office  had 

earlier posted a lookout for 

her.

The BCSO was doing 

a grid search in a wooded 

area when Hall’s body was 

found.

No cause of death was 

given and the investigation 

is on-going, officials said. 

An autopsy is slated for lat-

er in the week.

According to a story in the 

Union-Recorder, Milled-

geville, Hall was originally 

from Baldwin County in 

middle Georgia.

She also has ties to White 

County, officials said.

Woman 
missing from 
Banks County 
found dead

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Five Homer residents 

have filed a lawsuit against 

the mayor and city council 

because they don’t believe 

they are getting equal repre-

sentation in the newly-creat-

ed districts.

Earl Tyson, Annette Ty-

son, Linda Guabelly, Aman-

da Acton and Emily Acton, 

as well as Banks County 

Golf LLC and Green Ridge 

Builders of Georgia filed the 

lawsuit against the Town of 

Homer, the mayor and each 

of the council members and 

the city clerk. The lawsuit is 

also filed against the Banks 

County Board of Elections 

and elections supervisor and 

registrar Andra Phagan.

The individual plaintiffs 

who filed the lawsuit are 

voters in District 3 in the 

Town of Homer. The busi-

ness plaintiffs are owners of 

land “to be sold to approxi-

mately 300 prospective vot-

ers in District 3,” according 

to the lawsuit.

In 2020, Homer Town 

Council sought and achieved 

changes in Homer’s Town 

Council districts. The town 

council representation was 

changed to having two seats 

for District 1, two seats for 

District 2 and one seat for 

District 3.

The lawsuit states, “This 

change occurred despite 

the growing number of res-

idents and voters in District 

3. The Homer defendants’ 

changes result in Districts 

1 and 2 having double the 

representative on the town 

council compared to Dis-

trict 3. The Homer defen-

dants have wrongfully given 

unequal greater weight to 

Districts 1 and 2 over the 

votes in residents in District 

3.”

District 3 is a newer res-

idential subdivision near a 

golf course and it contains 

“a large and geographically 

compact group of voters,” 

according to the lawsuit.

The lawsuit also states, 

“The individual plaintiffs 

are harmed as residents and 

voters of the Town of Ho-

mer, they are being treated 

as second-class citizens by 

Defendants in terms of their 

voting rights, in comparison 

with District 1 and District 2 

residents and voters.”

Homer has 1,200 resi-

dents and approximately 

800 voters.

Lawsuit filed against Homer 
mayor, council over redistricting

By Angela Gary
angela@mainstreetnews.com

The Maysville City Coun-

cil unofficially agreed on 

May 3, to provide funds to 

the town’s public library for 

new computers.

Kim Wilmoth requested 

money and said the com-

puters are 10 years old and 

need to be replaced, espe-

cially the computers used 

by children.

“We are in desperate 

needs of computers at the 

library,” she said. “We need 

about $10,000 to upgrade 

the computers. The Friends 

of the Library have $2,500. 

I’m just asking for anything 

you can do. It is sad the sit-

uation with our computers. 

They are slow.”

The council asked for 

a written request and said 

some money is available 

in the town’s contingency 

fund.

Mayor Richard Presley 

said a called city council 

meeting could be held to 

vote on allocating funds to 

purchase computers for the 

library.

LIBRARY REPORT

Library manager Shannon 

Wheeler gave the library 

report, including providing 

information on the summer 

reading program that will 

kick off on June 8 and end 

of July 16. 

Several other programs 

are also planned during the 

summer. 

She said the library also 

plans to resume the weekly 

story time. 

Wheeler reported that, 

during April 638 items were 

circulated at the library and 

eight new library cards were 

issued.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the 

council:

• opened three bids for 

the purchase of an excava-

tor and agreed in a 3-1 vote 

to go with the low bid from 

James Short Tractor for 

$49,600. Council members 

Junior Hardy, Kathy Bush 

and Richard Parr voted in 

favor of accepting the low 

bid, while Scott Harper vot-

ed against it.

• unanimously voted not 

to purchase an ad on the 

map being distributed by the 

Jackson County Chamber of 

Commerce.

• agreed to turn over the 

property deeds for two 

buildings downtown to the 

Downtown Development 

Authority.

• appointed Steve Boswell 

and Ron Lewallen to the 

Maysville Planning Com-

mission.

• agreed in a 3-1 vote for 

Cajun Construction to do a 

sewer line repair off of El-

lison Street. Parr, Bush and 

Harper voted in favor while 

Hardy voted against it.

• heard from Vance Ho-

lifield that one issue came 

before the planning com-

mission at its last meeting. 

He said it was a request to 

operate an auto service busi-

ness at 530 Sims St. and the 

board did not have a prob-

lem with this request.

• agreed that the polling 

place for the city will be at 

Stonepath Church.

•heard from the mayor 

that negotiations for the 

next SPLOST in Banks will 

be held May 6 with Banks 

County leaders and officials 

from other cities..

The Hwy. 59 Roundabout is complete. The project was paid for with a GDOT Local 
Maintenance Improvement Grant and a One Georgia Grant with the Department 
of Community Affairs, along with the 2017 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax. 
Photo courtesy of and project built by CW Matthews Construction.

ROUND-ABOUT COMPLETE

A 50th anniversary cel-

ebration of Craven Pot-

tery Inc. will be held from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-

day, May 8, at 6640 Hwy. 

52, Gillsville.

Featured exhibitors will 

include Billy Joe Craven, 

Dot Burtchaell, Mike Cra-

ven, Roger Corn, Dwayne 

Crocker, Mary Ferguson, 

Stanley Ferguson, Wayne 

Hewell, Mike Perdue, Jeff 

Standridge, Steve Turpin 

and Brian Wilson.

50th anniversary celebration of  Craven 

Pottery Inc. coming up Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Fifteen percent of Banks County residents have received 

the COVID-19 vaccination from the local health depart-

ment.

A report from the Banks County Health Department 

shows that 2,769 residents have received two doses of the 

vaccination, while 3,528 residents have received one dose. 

Banks County residents could have received the vaccine at 

other locations, including pharmacies and the mass vacci-

nation site in Habersham County.

The Banks County Health Department has given more 

than 11,590 vaccinations. However, this total includes in-

dividuals who live outside of the county.

NEW HOURS

The vaccines will continue to be given at Grove Level 

Church, 1702 Grove Level Road, Maysville. However, be-

ginning May 10, the clinic will only operate on Mondays, 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Walk-in will be accepted from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The clinic will close from 12:30 p.m. to 

1 p.m. for lunch.

Eligible residents who want to make an appointment for 

the COVID-19 vaccine can do so by calling 1-888-426-

5073 or registering online at www.phdistrict2.org.

To register for an appointment at one of the four state-op-

erated mass vaccination sites, do so online at myvaccine-

georgia.com. One of the mass sites is located in Habersham 

County.

The state has expanded the list of eligible people to 

those individuals who are age 16 and up. Pfizer is the only 

COVID vaccine approved for teens 16 and 17 years old. 

Schedule an appointment at CVS or Walgreens or at one of 

the GEMA mass vaccination sites to ensure Pfizer vaccine 

is available.

For updates on COVID-19, follow @GaDPH and @

GovKemp on Twitter and @GaDPH and @GovKemp on 

Facebook.

NEW CASES

The number of new cases of the virus being reported each 

week continues to be low. Since last week, only three new 

cases have been reported in Banks County, according to 

the report from the Georgia Department of Public Health.

The total number of cases of the virus reported in Banks 

County since March 2020 is 1,632 — up from 1,629 re-

ported for the same period last week.

In Banks County, 33 people (same as last week) have 

died from COVID-19 in the past year and 188 (same as last 

week) have been hospitalized.

15 % of  county 
population receive 
COVID vaccination 
at local health dept.

Maysville city council receptive to request for 
funds for new computers at public library


