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Barrow County continues to lag behind both the state 

and surrounding counties in COVID-19 vaccination rates, 

and local health leaders on Tuesday, April 13, urged coun-

ty residents to take advantage of readily-available supply, 

become vaccinated and help create a “safer and healthier” 

community.

“In Georgia, we are behind. I don’t care how you calcu-

late the numbers; we are still not where we need to be,” Su-

san Kristal, nurse manager for the Barrow County Health 

Department, told local businesspeople and government 

officials Tuesday during the Barrow County Chamber of 

Commerce’s monthly membership luncheon. Kristal and 

Northeast Georgia Medical Center-Barrow president Chad 

Hatfield urged local leaders to use their voice and influence 

to encourage more people in the community to become 

vaccinated.

“I think we’re at a point now where, if somebody wants 

a vaccine, there should no reason they can’t get it,” Hat-

field said. “There’s plenty to go around, so there should be 

enough supply to meet demand.”

Georgia has continued to ramp up coronavirus vaccina-

tions and late last month expanded eligibility to everyone 

age 16 and up, but the state still ranks at or near the bottom 

Health leaders urge more COVID-19 vaccinations 
as rate among Barrow Countians continues to lag
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Susan Kristal, nurse manager for the Barrow County 
Health Department, speaks to local business leaders 
Tuesday, April 13, during the Barrow County Chamber 
of Commerce’s monthly membership luncheon.

Chad Hatfield, president of Northeast Georgia Medical 
Center-Barrow, speaks during Tuesday’s gathering.

The Barrow County 

Board of Commissioners 

will hold its annual strategic 

planning retreat next week 

and has packed the agen-

da with several key items 

— including the future of 

ambulance transport in the 

county and project ideas 

for a potential November 

SPLOST referendum.

Commissioners and 

county department heads 

will gather for the daylong 

retreat Tuesday, April 20, 

starting at 8 a.m. at The 

Hostess House, 299 Cedar 

Creek Rd., Winder. The 

meeting is open to the pub-

lic.

Items listed on the agenda 

include:

•an update on plans to 

transfer ambulance-trans-

port service to Northeast 

Georgia Health System. 

County and hospital of-

ficials have spent the last 

several months discussing 

an arrangement where the 

BOC to 
hold annual 
retreat
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The Barrow County Planning Commission this 

week will consider rezoning requests for a pair of 

massive residential projects in unincorporated Beth-

lehem, one of which is receiving strong public push-

back through an online petition.

During its meeting starting at 6 p.m. Thursday, 

April 15, at the historic Barrow County Courthouse 

in downtown Winder, the panel is set to hold public 

hearings on a request to rezone 43.7 acres just west 

of the intersection of Carl-Bethlehem Road and State 

Route 81 that would allow for a residential develop-

ment of 288 apartment units and 188 single-family 

townhomes to be built across from Home Depot — as 

well as a request to rezone 328 acres at 979 Tom Mill-

er Rd. in order to build a large subdivision with 506 

single-family detached homes and 123 townhomes.

Both projects went through a required state review 

process because of their proposed size, and the county 

planning staff has recommended approval of the re-

quests with numerous conditions attached. Whatever 

recommendations the planning commission makes 

for the projects will then go to the county board of 

commissioners for a final vote, presumably in May.

The Carl-Bethlehem Road/SR 81 project, known as 

“Accent Springs,” would replace two existing hous-

es on the land, and bring more than 400 living units 

to an already-bustling commercial area near the SR 

81/SR 316 overpass interchange completed last fall. 

The developer, Westplan Investors of Lawrenceville, 

is represented by attorney Shane Lanham, who is 

also representing the developer of a nearby proposed 

large townhome community on 67 acres in the City of 

Winder, east of the Barrow Crossing shopping cen-

ter. That property was approved for a rezoning last 

summer by the Winder City Council for 300 apart-

ments and 99 townhomes, but the developer has since 

requested changes to the conditions and now plans to 

build the project with 349 townhomes and no apart-

ments. The city council postponed a vote on those 

changes last week and is now expected to make a final 

decision next month.

Accent Springs has prompted numerous concerns 

from residents and the Barrow County School System 

regarding traffic issues and school capacity. A change.

org petition started by Kenneth England, a resident of 

the neighboring Cambridge Estates subdivision, had 

garnered nearly 500 signatures by Monday morning, 

April 12.

‘God’s perfect timing’ Pair of  large residential 
projects to come before 
planning commission
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The Barrow County Board of 

Commissioners on Tuesday, April 

13, threw its backing behind a 

planned housing materials manufac-

turer plant at the site of a former rail 

car facility by the county airport.

And, in approving the rezoning 

and future land-use map designa-

tion change requests for the prop-

erty, commissioners also removed 

a recommended condition from the 

county planning commission that 

company representatives said would 

have caused them to abandon the 

project.

Commissioners approved the 

request by DIV005 to rezone and 

change the map designation for 

76.3 acres at 880 and 976 Airport 

Rd., Winder, for the company to 

move into the former Trinity In-

dustries train car facility, which 

shuttered in March 2020 when 

that company decided to consoli-

date operations at its Cartersville 

plant.

DIV005 has no plans to build 

any additional buildings on-site, 

attorney Bill Berryman, represent-

ing the company, has said. The 

company, which manufactures 

structural metal framing materials, 

plans to invest more than $22 mil-

lion in starting operations in the 

county and will initially employ 

55 people with an average wage of 

$20 an hour, with plans to eventu-

ally increase its workforce to over 

250 people as it expands opera-

tions over the next several years.

In recommending approval of 

the request to rezone from M-1 

(Light Industrial) to M-2 (Heavy 

Industrial), the planning commis-

sion last month backed a county 

staff recommendation to limit the 

uses on the property to manufac-

turing/fabrication of structural 

framing materials. But Berryman 

said the company wishes to lease 

out space on the property to busi-

nesses with “complementary” and 

“low-impact” uses prior to ramp-

ing up to full production at the 

site.

“The condition is too restrictive, 

and if it’s not removed, we won’t 

be able to locate here,” Berryman 

said.

Instead, the applicants offered an 

alternative condition that several 

permitted uses under the county’s 

M-2 zoning would be prohibited 

on the site, which commissioners 

agreed to as a substitute condition.

BOC approves rezoning for planned manufacturing plant near airport
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For Audrey Callahan, it was a heart-

warming case of “God’s perfect timing.”

It was April 4, 2010, and Audrey and 

her family were deep in prayer and 

hopes that they would hear soon that a 

new heart was available for her 6-year-

old daughter, Grace. On that Easter Sun-

day, the life-changing call came and their 

prayers were answered. Grace underwent 

a successful heart transplant at Children’s 

Healthcare of Atlanta and the soon-to-be 

Winder-Barrow High School graduate, 

who will turn 18 next week, continues to 

live life to its fullest today.

“She had thousands praying for her, and 

she and we have all just been really bless-

ed,” Audrey Callahan recalled last week, 

noting that Easter has marked pivotal mile-

stones for the family throughout Grace’s 

life. She was born on Easter Sunday, April 

20, 2003, received her new heart on Easter 

and celebrated her 11th “heartiversary” on 

Easter Sunday this year.

“She received the gift of life on Easter 

and then received a second chance at life 

on Easter,” Audrey said. “It’s just really 

special.”

Eleven days after she was born, Grace 

was diagnosed with an enlarged heart as 

part of a condition called cardiomyopathy 

and was immediately placed in an inten-

sive-care unit. She was placed on several 

medications, Audrey recalled, and while 

the likelihood of a heart transplant was 

always there, Grace compensated well 

enough to where she was not placed on any 

wait lists.

The Callahans were able to manage 

Grace’s condition over the next few years 

with those medications and consultation 

from doctors at Children’s, but when she 

Soon-to-be WBHS grad celebrates 11 
years with second heart; family stresses 
importance of  organ donors 
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Winder-Barrow High School senior 
Grace Callahan, who will graduate next 
month, recently celebrated the 11th an-
niversary of her heart transplant. Calla-
han is also pictured here after receiving 
her heart transplant at age 6 in April 
2010 and as newborn in April 2003.
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