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MAILING LABEL

Banks County 
churches plan 
Easter events

Hickory Flat 

UMC plans 

sunrise service 

Sunday
Easter sunrise service 

will be held at 7:30 a.m. in 

the prayer garden at Hick-

ory Flat United Methodist 

Church, located at 3409 on 

Hwy. 51 South, near Lula.

Breakfast will be avialabe 

after the service.

For more information, 

call 678-936-6853.

“All are welcome to come 

and join us as we celebrate 

our risen Savior and Lord,” 

church leaders state.

Gillsville Easter 

service planned 

April 4
An Easter service will be 

held at Gillsville Baptist 

Church at 10:30 a.m. on 

Sunday, April 4.

“Casual dress is wel-

come,” church leaders state. 

“Easter T-shirts will be giv-

en to every guest.”

The church is located at 

2595 Hwy. 323, Gillsville.

During the month of 

April, Keep Banks Coun-

ty Beautiful is promoting 

the Great American Clean-

Up. The organization will 

provide trash bags, gloves, 

pick-up tools, and vests to 

community groups and res-

idents on a first-come, first-

served basis.

To register your event, 

call 706-318-5448 and we 

will work with you in any 

way we can.”

Great 
American 
Clean-Up set

Photo by Randy Crump

Alex Coker, shown, chipping onto the green during 
home match. See story and more golf photos on page 
10A. 

By SHARON HOGAN
sharon@mainstreetnews.com

The Baldwin City Coun-

cil has approved $650,000 

in funding for a public util-

ities building and $210,000 

for the proposed waterline 

transmission line project.

The council unanimous-

ly approved adding the 

$860,000 for the two proj-

ects to the 2021 water and 

sewer bond, that was previ-

ously approved by the coun-

cil.

Finance director Melanie 

Chandler said this would 

add a year to the bond, 

pushing it to 2046.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business at the 

council meeting on March 

22:

•the council met in closed 

session to discuss land ac-

quisition and disposal. No 

action was taken.

•the council unanimously 

approved a Memorandum 

Of Understanding (MOU) 

with Rabun County to pur-

sue a grant for use of deadly 

force training technology 

to be used by the police de-

partments. 

The city could incur a 

minimal cost if they choose 

to use the simulator for 

training.

•the council approved 

Monday, April 26, as an 

amnesty day for pick-up 

of items by the city. City 

residents will need to call 

city hall to get on the list 

for pick-up of items, such 

as furniture pieces and ap-

pliances. The city will not 

accept paint, tires and bat-

teries. The council agreed to 

have the one-day pick-up in 

lieu of the normal clean-up 

day.

•Mayor Joe Elam made 

the following announce-

ments: city offices will be 

closed on Friday, April 2, in 

observance of Good Friday; 

and water and sewer rate 

increases take effect on the 

next bill that is due on April 

20.

•council member Steph-

anie Almagno was recog-

nized for completion of 42 

hours of training for council 

members through the Carl 

Vinson Institute at the Uni-

versity of Georgia.

Baldwin approves funds 
for public utilities building

Spring sports in full swing

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

The number of cases of 

new COVID-19 reported 

each week in Banks County 

continues to remain low. In 

the past week, 9 new cases 

were reported.

The total number of cas-

es of the virus reported in 

Banks County since March 

2020 is 1,593 — up from 

1,584 reported for the same 

period last week.

In Banks County, 33 peo-

ple (same as last week) have 

died from COVID-19 in the 

past year and 182 (same as 

last week) have been hospi-

talized.

This week, the Banks 

County School System 

reports there are zero stu-

dents with a current positive 

COVID-19 status among 

the 2,711-student popula-

tion. There are six students 

quarantined due to possible 

exposure.

Of the 405 employees, 

one has a current positive 

COVID-19 status and one is 

quarantined due to possible 

exposure.

VACCINE UPDATE

More vaccines are also 

now available in health de-

partments in District 2 Pub-

lic Health, which includes 

Banks County. Eligible 

residents can make appoint-

ments by calling 1-888-

426-5073 or online at www.

phdistrict2.org.

To register for an ap-

pointment at one of the 

four state-operated mass 

vaccination sites, visit my-

vaccinegeorgia.com. One of 

the mass sites is located in 

Habersham County.

The state has expanded 

the list of eligible people 

to those individuals who 

are age 16 and up. Pfizer 

is the only COVID vac-

cine approved for teens 16 

and 17 years old. Schedule 

an appointment at CVS or 

Walgreens or at one of the 

GEMA mass vaccination 

sites to ensure Pfizer vac-

cine is available.

“Vaccination, along with 

strict compliance with ba-

sic prevention measures — 

wear a mask, stay six feet 

from others, avoid large 

gatherings, wash your hands 

frequently — will help 

Georgia stop the spread of 

COVID-19,” public health 

officials state. “These mea-

sures are critically import-

ant as SARs-CoV-2 variants 

continue to circulate and in-

crease in Georgia. Current-

ly, there are 367 confirmed 

COVID cases with variants 

statewide; 351 cases with 

the UK variant (B.1.1.7), 15 

cases with the South Afri-

ca variant (B.1.351), and 1 

case with the Brazil variant 

(P.1). These variants appear

To find a vaccine location 

near you or to schedule an 

appointment, visit https://

dph.georgia.gov/covid-vac-

cine.

For updates on 

COVID-19, follow @

GaDPH and @GovKemp 

on Twitter and @GaDPH 

and @GovKemp on Face-

book.

9 new cases of  COVID-19 
reported in past week

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Sweeping legislation to 

overhaul voting by mail, 

advance voting and state 

oversight of Georgia elec-

tions passed out of the Gen-

eral Assembly Thursday 

and was promptly signed 

by Gov. Brian Kemp after 

months of intense debate at 

the state Capitol.

The 95-page bill con-

tains dozens of proposals 

pitched by Republicans that 

would require stricter voter 

ID rules for mail-in ballots, 

ban people from handing 

out food and drink to voters 

waiting in line outside poll-

ing places and halt absentee 

ballot applications from be-

ing accepted within 11 days 

of an election.

It cleared the state House 

of Representatives by a 100-

75 vote along party lines 

Thursday before gaining 

final passage a few hours 

later in the state Senate, also 

by a party-line vote. Kemp 

signed the bill into law 

about an hour after its pas-

sage in the Senate.

The bill, sponsored by 

state Sen. Max Burns, 

R-Sylvania, absorbed pro-

posals from several other 

election-focused measures 

on its way to passing out of 

the state legislature, swell-

ing to nearly 100 pages from 

an original 2-page bill last 

week in a process that drew 

concerns over transparency.

Beyond absentee and ear-

ly voting changes, Burns’ 

bill would also allow state 

officials to take over county 

election boards for poor per-

formance, which Democrat-

ic leaders and voting-rights 

advocates argue could give 

Republicans a back door to 

influence local election op-

erations in many counties.

The bill also dropped a 

prior effort by Republican 

state lawmakers to shrink 

early voting on Sundays in 

Georgia. It instead would 

require two Saturdays of 

early voting and give coun-

ties the option to hold poll 

hours on two Sundays.

Among the bill’s most 

contentious changes to sur-

vive final passage is a re-

quirement that registered 

Georgia voters provide the 

number on their driver’s 

license or state ID card to 

request and cast absentee 

ballots. If they do not have 

those ID forms, voters in-

stead would have to send in 

a copy of their passport, em-

ployee ID card, utility bill or 

bank statement.

Georgia Democratic lead-

ers have long condemned 

the changes pushed by Re-

publicans, characterizing 

them as targeted at minori-

ty and low-income voters 

to curb election turnout in 

communities where Dem-

ocrats tend to draw strong 

support.

“Make no mistake: This is 

democracy in reverse,” said 

Minority Leader Gloria But-

ler, D-Stone Mountain. “We 

are witnessing right now a 

massive and unabashed as-

sault on voting rights unlike 

anything we’ve seen since 

the Jim Crow era.”

Election bills that have 

sparked intense debate in 

the General Assembly come 

after former President Don-

ald Trump and his allies 

sowed doubts over Geor-

gia’s election system, call-

ing it fraught with fraud de-

spite the repeated rejection 

of Trump’s claims by state 

officials and federal courts 

in recent months.

Speaking from the House 

floor Thursday, Rep. Barry 

Fleming, R-Harlem, who 

has spearheaded the push 

for election changes in the 

House, framed the bill as an 

expansion of voter access 

and tighter oversight of lo-

cal election officials as he 

presented the bill before the 

vote.

A different bill by Flem-

ing is also awaiting con-

sideration on the Senate 

floor. His 45-page bill was 

revised earlier this week to 

allow counties to buy their 

own voting machines amid 

distrust over new machines 

manufactured by Dominion 

Voting Systems that were 

first used in Georgia during 

last year’s elections.

Senate Majority Leader 

Mike Dugan, R-Carroll-

ton, who has overseen re-

visions to Fleming’s bill in 

the Senate, earlier this week 

slammed opponents for 

characterizing the elections 

bills as instruments of voter 

suppression, which Repub-

licans have denied.

Democrats in the Gener-

al Assembly have devoted 

much of this year’s legisla-

tive session to condemning 

moves by Fleming, Burns 

and top Republicans in both 

chambers to overhaul voting 

by mail and limit access to 

the polls, calling their mea-

sures attempts at voter sup-

pression reminiscent of the 

Jim Crow era of racial seg-

regation.

Opposition from Dem-

ocrats along with by some 

Republican leaders includ-

ing Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan 

and House Speaker David 

Ralston, R-Blue Ridge, 

prompted bill drafters to 

scrap a controversial pro-

posal that would have re-

pealed no-excuse absentee 

voting.

Still, Democratic law-

makers view the bill overall 

as harmful to Georgians’ 

voting rights, particularly 

for minority communities 

that helped boost mail-in 

voting to record numbers 

in the 2020 election cycle 

amid the COVID-19 pan-

demic.

Lawmakers have a week 

more to wrap up fine-tuning 

of the election bills on the 

one hand or fighting them 

on them other. The last day 

of the General Assembly 

session is next Wednesday, 

March 31.

Georgia absentee, early voting changes signed into law

Banks County Head Start/Pre-K is now taking applica-

tions for the 2021-202 school year via the website, www.

ndo.org.

“This is only a pre-application and does not guarantee 

that your child will have a slot in the program,” director Jan 

Bertrang states. “Families will be contacted by the center 

to complete the application process.”

HEAD START

Enrollment status is based on income eligibility. Chil-

dren must turn 3 or 4 years of age on or before September 

1, 2021.

Requirements are: Proof of child’s age, proof of house-

hold income and child’s insurance card (if available).

GEORGIA PRE-K

Enrollment status is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Children must turn 4 years of age on or before September 

1, 2021.

Requirements are: Proof of child’s age, proof of Resi-

dency (utility bill, etc.), Social Security card (if available) 

and child’s insurance card (if available).

Contact Bertrang or Shelia Mullins (Family Partner) at 

706-677-2963 for more information.

Applications being taken 
for Head Start, Pre-KEgg hunt to be 

held at Webbs 

Creek Church
There will be an egg hunt 

at Webbs Creek Church 

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 

noon

The Easter Bunny will 

be there Pancakes will be 

served.

The address is 647 Webbs 

Creek Road, near Homer.

Everyone is welcome, 

church leaders state.

For more information, 

text or call the pastor, 

Darvin Cash, at 706-207-

6222.


