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Bettis to resign 
from BOC

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Theresa Bettis 

announced her resigna-

tion, effective May 31, as 

the District 3 representa-

tive at the county commis-

sion table. 

The Hull-Sanford 

Elementary School prin-

cipal said she is stepping 

down “to devote 100 per-

cent of my work effort 

to the staff, students and 

families and stakeholders 

of Hull-Sanford.”

“I have been blessed 

to serve this wonderful 

county and its citizens for 

five-and-a-half years and 

have developed countless 

relationships and friends,” 

said Bettis. “I am so thank-

ful to have been given this 

opportunity and appreci-

ate being able to get to 

know and work with the 

board members, depart-

ment heads, staff mem-

bers, and, of course, the 

fine residents of Madison 

County.”

Commissioner Derek 

Doster thanked Bettis for 

her service and said she 

would “be sorely missed.” 

Commission chairman 

Todd Higdon praised 

Bettis for her work for the 

county, both as a commis-

sioner and school admin-

istrator.

“You have continuous-

ly burned the candle at 

both ends,” said Higdon 

to Bettis. “You don’t just 

pick two ordinary jobs, 

to be the principal of an 

elementary school and to 

try and help out running 

the county also — that’s 

a tough task for anybody 

and you carried it as well 

as anybody ever could.”

A special election will 

be held in November to 

fill the unexpired term 

in District 3, which runs 

through Dec. 31, 2022. 

The BOC will set the qual-

ifying fee in June.

THERESA BETTIS

MC broadband?
BOC chairman says county looking at potentially 
using stimulus money for internet infrastructure

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Could federal stimulus money be 

used to bring broadband internet ser-

vices to Madison County?

County commission chairman 

Todd Higdon floated the possibil-

ity Monday when discussing the 

$5,795,042 the county government is 

scheduled to receive from the federal 

$1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan, 

with half of the money coming in 

June and the other half 12 months 

later. Higdon said counties across the 

country are waiting for the Treasury 

Department to clarify exactly how 

the money can be spent. But infra-

structure projects, such as internet 

and water/sewer upgrades, appear 

eligible. 

“The intent for Madison County 

as of right now is going to be toward 

infrastructure projects, which will 

be potentially creating a broadband 

system for the county,” said Higdon. 

“We’re looking into that. We’re also 

looking at possibly dipping our toes 

in the sewer business and trying to 

get a sewer plant established. All of 

this is just hypothetically speaking, 

because as of right now, we still don’t 

know how we can spend the money.”

Higdon said he met with a local 

citizen, David Jones, who has built 

internet systems, to discuss ideas on 

a broadband system in the county. He 

said that since that meeting he has 

talked with another contractor that 

installs broadband. 

“They have come up with some 

A feasibility study on implementing broadband in the county is a 
likely next step.

See “Broadband” on 2A

A penny for roads?
Leaders plan to put county T-SPLOST proposal on ballot in November

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Would you approve one more penny 

on the dollar for Madison County 

roads?

It’s not official, but it appears Madi-

son County voters will likely be asked 

that question in November. 

County commission chairman Todd 

Higdon said Monday that he expects 

the board will move forward with a 

referendum for a one-cent Transpor-

tation Special Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax (T-SPLOST).

“At this time I think we probably 

will move forward in putting this on 

the November ballot for the transpor-

tation SPLOST,” Higdon said at Mon-

day’s BOC meeting. “This SPLOST 

is designated strictly for roads. This 

could move us ahead in the paving 

projects 10 full years in almost just one 

year after this thing passing.”

Higdon said it would take the county 

45 years to pave every road with its 

current revenue stream, adding that 

asphalt lasts about 15 years.

“We’re never going to get ahead 

without something like this,” he said.  

The chairman said the T-SPLOST 

would be for Madison County only, 

“not for Clarke County, not for Atlan-

ta.” He said the regional transportation 

sales tax referendum several years ago 

included a lot of misinformation, with 

people believing their money would be 

taken and used elsewhere, shortchang-

ing local projects, though Madison 

County stood to gain significant reve-

nues from the regional T-SPLOST had 

it been approved.

“That (money going elsewhere) will 

not be how this is structured,” he said. 

“This will be in-house (in Madison 

County) only. So just look for that to 

come.”

The board of commissioners will 

have to vote to approve a referendum. 

Monday’s discussion does not actually 

put the vote on the ballot. 

Several area counties have approved 

one-cent sales tax referendums for 

road improvements in recent years.

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Long-time Madison 

County Clerk Rhonda 

Wooten has announced her 

retirement, effective Sept. 

24. 

Wooten, who has worked 

for the county for 15 years, 

has served as clerk for the 

board of commissioners 

under three chairmen, 

including Anthony Dove, 

John Scarborough and 

now Todd Higdon. 

She will be replaced by 

Christina Baxter, a cur-

rent employee in the BOC 

office who will be trained 

by Wooten over the next 

County clerk to 
retire in the fall

RHONDA WOOTEN

No action Monday, but policy change 
on animal burials expected soon

Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County will soon be out of the 

animal burial business for farmers.

The county government has long pro-

vided free burials of deceased livestock 

for county farmers, the only government 

in the area to do this. But county attorney 

Mike Pruett has noted that the govern-

ment practice of burying privately owned 

animals on private property is considered 

a gratuity, a favor for some citizens at the 

expense of others. And it is not deemed a 

legally sound practice, in part because the 

county assumes liability for the carcass if 

it disposes of it on private property and 

goes afoul of guidelines from the state on 

what is allowable. 

In fact, the county recently buried an 

animal where a property owner request-

ed, but after a neighbor complained and 

contacted state officials, Madison County 

road department workers were directed 

by the state to go back to the site and dig 

up the dead animal and move it. 

District 2 commissioner Terry Chandler, 

a farmer, said he understands that the 

practice is due to end, but he emphasized 

the need Monday for clear options for 

farmers in need of the service. The board 

approved Christopher Roach as the new 

county code enforcement officer Monday. 

And Roach, who is well versed in state 

regulations on a variety of subjects, will 

be tasked with drafting a policy and a 

list of options for the county. The board 

agreed to table the matter until next 

month to see what Roach proposes. The 

group discussed possibly implementing 

the policy change on June 1. 

On a related note, the commissioners 

agreed to discontinue the sale and instal-

lation of driveway pipes and discontinue 

the sale of gravel from the county farm. 

Commissioners say these services are 

better left to private businesses.

ROAD DEPARTMENT 

SALARIES

In another matter Monday, the board 

agreed to bump base pay at the road 

department, where vacancies persist 

due to pay that is way out of line with 

surrounding areas. The starting pay for 

equipment operators was increased from 

$10.02 to $12.50 an hour. And those 

with a commercial driver’s license (CDL) 

(Class A) will make another $2 an hour 

on top of that, while Class B CDL drivers 

will get an additional $1.25 an hour over 

the base operator pay. Base “mechanic 

I” pay was increased from $11.50 to 

$13.50 an hour. The overall cost for the 

pay adjustment is just over $18,000. The 

changes take effect April 11.

NOISE STUDY

District 5 commissioner Derek Doster 

said the county’s noise study of Georgia 

See “BOC” on 2A

See “Wooten” on 2A

The Georgia Department of Public Health reported the 

first Madison County COVID-19 case on March 21, 2020, 

with the first reported death in the county nine days later 

on March 30.

One year later (as of March 30, 2021), the DPH has 

reported 2,676 total cases in Madison County, with 44 con-

firmed deaths and another 10 deaths suspected as COVID 

cases. There have been 147 hospitalizations from Madison 

County due to the virus. 

The county school system has issued 30 weekly reports 

since the year started. In 14 of those weeks, there were five 

or fewer students positive for COVID-19. There were 11 

consecutive weeks of double-digit cases among students, 

from Dec. 2 through Feb. 17. No weeks outside of that 

11-week span have included double-digit student cases. 

And cases have declined in recent weeks. The most-recent 

school report on March 24 showed two positive students, 

three positive employees, 96 student quarantines and four 

staff quarantines. 

The Jan. 13 report showed the highest student total of 

positive cases at 36, while the Jan. 6 report had the highest 

staff total at 27. There were 536 students under quarantine 

Feb. 3, the highest of the year to date.

Statewide, there have been 851,306 total cases and 

16,533 confirmed deaths from COVID-19. 

The Georgia Department of Public Health issues a daily 

report at dph.georgia.gov. The county school system issues 

a covid report every Wednesday at madison.k12.ga.us.

Madison Co. COVID-19 
numbers — one year later


