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Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Molly Parr, Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division, clears rooms at the 
old Jackson County jail during a training session preparing emergency person-

nel for mass shootings.

PARR PARTICIPATES IN MASS SHOOTING TRAINING

Paramedics rush to treat patients in the hall of the old Jackson County jail 
during a training session preparing for worst case scenarios. See more photos 
on page 2C.

TREATING VICTIMS DURING TRAINING

Training for emergency

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A recent memo done by the top security 

administrator for the Wisconsin Elections 

Commission claims the March 2019 ran-

somware attack on the Jackson County, 

Ga. computer network was due to the fail-

ure of the county to install a 2017 security 

update.

The memo, which was done by Wiscon-

sin election security lead Tony Bridges, 

is an outline of computer network securi-

ty issues in Wisconsin counties and how 

those weaknesses could allow hackers to 

access that state’s election computers.

In explaining his concerns, Bridges uses 

Jackson County as an example of what can 

Memo says county 

didn’t fix computer 

vulnerability in 2017

The annual Tigers on the Town pep rally 

for the Commerce High School football 

team will be held at Spencer Park from 5 

to 8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 22.

The Commerce Booster Club, Com-

merce Main Street and the City of Com-

merce will host the pep rally.

Those who attend may register until 

7 p.m. for a set of season “super Tiger 

tickets.”

Football rally 

to be Thursday

Jackson County employees will soon 

get a pay hike.

The Jackson County Board of Commis-

sioners approved employee pay hikes at its 

Aug. 19 meeting.

The proposed raises are 1.5 percent for 

public safety employees, 1.0 percent for 

other county employees and .5 percent to 

the base pay scale for all positions.

The overall annual cost of the raises will 

be $285,000.

DIRT ROAD PAVING

County employees 

to get pay hike

The City of Commerce like-

ly will increase its millage rate in 

September.

City manager James Wascher 

told the council Aug. 19 the “roll-

back” rate for fiscal year 2020 will 

be 3.886 mills, up from the current 

3.817 mills.

Wascher said he remembered 

one other time the city’s rollback 

rate had been higher than the cur-

rent millage rate.

Commerce 

council hears 

millage rate 

may increase

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County School Sys-

tem will continue to use the “con-

struction manager at risk” process 

for its upcoming major renovation 

projects.

The CMR process was a point of 

contention on the Jackson County 

Board of Education in July after 

member Don Clerici strongly ques-

tioned the method and said he pre-

ferred a hard-bid process.

BOE settles 

CMR debate

By Ben Munro

Food trucks will soon be able to 

park in downtown Jefferson in city 

parking lots.

The Jefferson City Council en-

gaged in a lengthy conversation on 

Food trucks 

to be allowed 

in Jefferson

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Spot zoning could be 

abolished and a provision 

that allows for building on 

existing lots would be pro-

tected if the Commerce City 

Council adopts recommen-

dations from the Commerce 

Planning Commission.

The planning group held 

a work session Aug. 16, 

and began the work of re-

classifying the R-3 zones in 

the city to R-2 or R-1. The 

planning commission will 

make recommendations to 

the council at its Sept. 16 

meeting.

The council and planning 

commission have spent time 

in the last couple of months 

talking about potential 

growth in the city.

The planning commission 

spent much of its meeting 

looking at the current zon-

ing map and redrawing zon-

ing lines.

Joe Leffew, planning 

Commerce planners 

start re-zoning process

Photo by Ron Bridgeman

Commerce planners, 
from left, Andre Rollins, 
Joe Leffew, Jimbo Ste-

phenson and Melinda 

Cochran-Davis work at 
the group’s session Fri-

day, Aug. 16.

By Ben Munro & Mike Buffington
The City of Jefferson ended 2018 

$424,800 in the black in the town’s gen-

eral fund.

The results added to the town’s large 

amount of reserves, which totaled $7.5 

million in the general fund at the end of 

the year.

Those results were recently present-

ed to the Jefferson City Council by the 

town’s auditing firm, Mauldin & Jenkins.

MORE OVERSIGHT SUGGESTED

In addition to showing the financial re-

sults, auditors also again cited examples 

of a lack of oversight with the town’s 

Downtown Development Authority and 

its P-card usage.

Auditors said the DDA does not have 

an independent review of its bank recon-

ciliations or its journal entries. Auditors 

have several times in recent years sug-

gested the town have more oversight of 

its DDA finances.

Auditors also said that the town isn’t 

enforcing restrictions on employee us-

age of P-cards and that statements from 

the cards aren’t being reviewed prior to 

payment. The auditors had expressed the 

same concerns in past audits.

The audit report also suggested the 

town find a use for $41,000 it had accu-

mulated in hotel and motel taxes.

“The city does not have any plan on 

the use of the excess cash as required by 

Georgia law,” the report stated.

Auditors also suggested the town take 

action to prevent a major hack attack as 

happened with the Jackson County gov-

ernment in the spring.

“We have seen an uptick in cybersecu-

rity events lately in governments,” audi-

tor Christopher McKellar said. “It seems 

to be that a lot of Georgia governments 

are getting hit lately.”

GENERAL FUND

Jefferson’s general fund took in $10.7 

million in revenues in 2018, the bulk 

of which came from property taxes and 

sales taxes.

The town’s largest single expense was 

Jefferson’s reserves continue to build

See Computer, page 2A

See Commerce planners, page 2A

See Pay hike, page 2A

See Audit, page 12A

See Food trucks, page 2A

See Millage, page 12A

See BOE, page 2A

Multiple city council and school board 

seats in Jefferson, Commerce and Braselton 

will be contested in November’s elections.

Those were the contested races noted ear-

ly this week as qualifying opened for the 

county’s municipal elections. The elections 

will be held Nov. 5 in town’s across Jackson 

County.

Qualifying will close Aug. 21 in most 

town, but will run through Aug. 23 in Nich-

olson and Talmo.

JEFFERSON

There will be at least one contested race 

in the City of Jefferson’s municipal elec-

tions.

Clint Roberts is challenging incumbent 

Don Kupis for the District 5 seat on the Jef-

ferson City Council.

Others in Jefferson who had qualified as 

of the end of the day Tuesday (Aug. 20):

• Steve Kinney, incumbent, District 1 

council seat.

• Jon Howell, incumbent, District 3 coun-

cil seat.

• Willie L. Hughey, incumbent, District 3 

seat on the Jefferson Board of Education.

• Lisa B. Richmond, incumbent, for the 

District 4 seat on the Jefferson BOE. The 

election for this seat is a special election to 

fill the unexpired term of the late Derrell 

Crow.

• Brantley Porter, incumbent, District 2 

seat on the Jefferson BOE. The District 2 

seat is also a special election to fill the un-

expired term of Janice Wilbanks.

• Guy Dean Benson, incumbent, District 

5, Jefferson BOE.

• Angela D’Zamko, incumbent, District 

1, Jefferson BOE.

COMMERCE

Three seats on the Commerce Board of 

Education are being contested this year.

Knox Smith has qualified to run against 

incumbent Bill Davis for the District 3 

seat; Kyle Moore (a previous BOE member 

from District 2) is challenging incumbent 

chairman Rodney Gary for the District 4 

seat; and Roshuanda Merritt is challenging 

incumbent Paul Sergent for the District 5 

seat.

In the District 2 BOE seat, Mary Pittman, 

incumbent, is running to fill the unexpired 

term of Kyle Moore.

In Commerce City Council elections, 

Ward 4 may see a contested race.

Sam Cotton has qualified to run for the 

Ward 4 post currently held by Bobby Red-

mon. Redmon had not qualified by the end 

of the day Tuesday (Aug. 20) but said he 

plans to qualify for re-election on Aug. 21.

Others in Commerce who had qualified 

so far are:

Clark Hill III, incumbent, mayor.

Mark Fitzpatrick, incumbent, council 

Ward 3 seat.

Johnny Eubanks, incumbent, council 

Ward 5 seat.

Multiple incumbents face opposition in city elections

See Qualifying, page 12A

Qualifying for city elections 

taking place this week


