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After more than half a 

century spent serving and 

protecting, Roger “Ken” 

Mize was honored by the 

Banks County Sheriff’s Of-

fice on his retirement at a 

reception on Jan. 30.

The retirement celebra-

tion was held in the Banks 

County High School Audi-

torium with a large group of 

family, fellow first respond-

ers, community members, 

friends and former students 

in attendance.

Mize, 79, was born in 

1940 in Jackson County and 

started his law enforcement 

career in 1968. He worked 

with the Jefferson Police 

Department under former 

chief Albert Westmoreland, 

the Jackson County Correc-

tional Institute as warden 

for one year, the Jackson 

County Sheriff’s Office un-

der former Sheriff Stan Ev-

ans and the Banks County 

Sheriff’s Office under the 

direction of former Sheriff 

Charles Chapman and cur-

rent Sheriff Carlton Speed. 

During his time in law en-

forcement, Mize worked his 

way through the ranks of 

patrol, corrections and in-

vestigations.

DARE PROGRAM

Mize spent 26 years of 

his career with the BCSO. 

He spent over 30 years of 

his law enforcement ca-

reer working with youth in 

the Drug Abuse Resistance 

Education (D.A.R.E.) and 

Choosing Healthy Activi-

ties and Methods Promoting 

Safety (C.H.A.M.P.S.) pro-

grams.

During the program 

honoring Mize, the Banks 

County Sheriff’s Office 

Honor Guard presented the 

colors and Banks Coun-

ty Sheriff Carlton Speed’s 

daughter, Lauren Speed, 

a Banks County Middle 

School seventh grader, sang 

the National Anthem; Mi-

chael Boatwright, BCSO 

Honor Guard, led the Pledge 

of Allegiance; BCSO Chap-

lain Duane Eller gave the in-

vocation; and BCSO Chief 

Deputy Shawn Wilson in-

troduced Banks County 

Sheriff Carlton Speed as the 

Master of Ceremonies.

“Ken Mize is a man that 

had a heart for the commu-

nity he served,” Speed said.

“When you talk about 

Ken Mize, you talk about 

integrity,” Speed said. “You 

talk about a man when he 

came in every day, he had 

a smile on his face. He 

walked around with a skip 

in his step and he never met 

a stranger. Every child at the 

Banks County School Sys-

tem knew Mr. Mize.”

Speed said parents told 

him frequently how their 

children wanted to give 

Mize a fist bump or high 

five while he was directing 

traffic in the area of Banks 

County Primary School and 

Banks County Elementary 

School on Hwy. 51.

Former Banks County 

Sheriff Charles Chapman 

and Jackson County Sheriff 

Janis Mangum spoke about 

Mize’s servant heart. “He 

was there for whatever you 

needed him to do,” Mangum 

said.

Mangum said she worked 

with Mize for 20-plus years 

and he was truly a man with 

a servant’s heart.

“He touches my heart,” 

she added.

Magnum said she started 

working with Mize and his 

wife, Kathy, in 1985 and 

Mize stayed with the JCSO 

for 20-plus years.

“We, at the Jackson Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office, were so 

honored and privileged to 

be able to work with Ken, 

because you knew he was 

going to be there in what-

ever you needed,” Mangum 

said. “All you had to do was 

ask Ken and he was going to 

be there.”

Chapman said having 

Mize in his role at the 

school was a “great relief 

off my mind.”

“All the students loved 

him to death,” Chapman 

said. “His heart was in his 

job.”

ERWIN SPEAKS

State Representative for 

District 28 Chris Erwin, 

who formerly served as su-

perintendent of the Banks 

County School System, 

presented Georgia Legisla-

ture Resolution 998, regis-

tered at the Capitol on Jan. 

30, honoring Mize. Erwin, 

praised Mize for his work 

with children over 26 years.

Part of the resolution 

read: “Whereas, his inspir-

ing commitment to the wel-

fare of others is an outstand-

ing example of the positive 

effect law enforcement pro-

fessionals have on the lives 

and well-being of others.”

“I got blessed for 11 years 

here in Banks County as 

school superintendent to 

work with this gentleman 

and to see very day what he 

did in the lives of the chil-

dren that he touched and the 

passion he had for teaching 

young people the difference 

in right and wrong, and then 

how to be safe, in the pro-

grams that he worked with,” 

Erwin said.

Erwin said Mize was a 

role model and had a calm-

ing effect as he walked the 

halls (at the schools), at 

the board meetings, at ball-

games and other functions.

“Think about how many 

lives in a classroom for 26 

years changed and think 

about how much better this 

community got because 

of the instruction that was 

taking place,” he said. “It 

wouldn’t have occurred 

if you switched out every 

year with somebody differ-

ent – wouldn’t have had the 

passion, wouldn’t have had 

the drive, wouldn’t have had 

the effect today that it’s hav-

ing.”

COMMENDATION

Bobby Banks, cousin to 

Mize, presented a commen-

dation from Georgia Gover-

nor Brian Kemp recogniz-

ing Mize for his work with 

over 32,000 students in the 

D.A.R.E. program and over 

1,400 in the C.H.A.M.P.S. 

program.

Sheriff Speed said, “Ev-

ery student in the Banks 

County schools knew Ken 

Mize. They all recognized 

him”

During Sheriff Speed’s 

presentation to Mize of a 

shadow box constructed 

by Major Matt Allen of the 

BCSO, he announced that 

Mize was being ceremonial-

ly promoted to the rank of 

Major.

“He will retire as Major 

Ken Mize,” Speed said.

Mize said he loved his 

work with the youth in both 

D.A.R.E. and C.H.A.M.P.S. 

programs.

Mize said he was blessed 

in his career. He gave the 

credit for success in work-

ing with the students to his 

faith in God.

“I cannot complain one 

minute about the people that 

I worked for as far as the 

leadership that was in the 

departments that I was in,” 

Mize said. “I’m truthful, 

they were wonderful, won-

derful kids. And it made me 

a wonderful person because 

I listened to them, I cried 

with them, I talked to them. 

Everything was so wonder-

ful. I am so thankful today 

that I can say is has been 

good — it’s been a long 

journey, but it’s been good. I 

tried to do whatever I could 

to put a smile on their face.”

That was a time to help 

the kids, Mize added, to do 

anything you could to lead 

them in the right direction.

In closing out the cere-

mony, Mize picked up his 

portable radio and signed 

off for the last time, saying, 

“I give you my last out of 

service and God bless all of 

you.”

Mize’s granddaughter, 

Elizabeth Mize, who works 

for the Banks County 911 

dispatch answered that call.

“Major Mize, on behalf of 

Banks County Public Safe-

ty, we thank you for your 

years of service,” she said. 

“You are a true man of God 

and you have been an asset 

to the Banks and Jackson 

County citizens. On behalf 

of 911 and, as your grand-

daughter, it was a true honor 

working alongside you…

Thank you and we love you, 

Papa. Dispatch is clear. 873 

is out of service on Jan. 30, 

2020, at 7:33 p.m.”

Ken Mize retires after 
serving over half  a century

                                                                                               Photo by Sharon Hogan

Banks County Sheriff Carlton Speed, Ken Mize and former sheriff Charles Chapman are shown entering the 
Banks County High School Auditorium for Mize’s retirement ceremony on Jan. 30. See more photos on page 6A. 

By CINDY R. EDGE

The Maysville City Coun-

cil voted Monday night 

not to move forward with 

adoption of regulations that 

would address property nui-

sances.

The Maysville Planning 

and Zoning Commission 

initiated an effort to request 

the city council adopt regu-

lations regarding nuisance 

property.

After listening to a num-

ber of citizens from the 

crowd at the public hearing 

held Monday night speak in 

favor of the ordinance, and 

one citizen voicing opposi-

tion, the city council voted 

unanimously not to move 

forward with adoption of 

the proposed ordinance.

At a recent public hear-

ing, the Maysville Planning 

and Zoning Commission 

approved recommendations 

for an ordinance that would 

require property owners to 

clean up dilapidated build-

ings and abandoned prop-

erties.

During a council work ses-

sion held January 30, Mayor 

Richard Presley questioned 

how the planning and zon-

ing commission proposes 

the city pay for improve-

ments initiated by adoption 

of the regulations. Presley 

said a feasibility study has 

not been conducted by the 

board to determine what 

kind of money the city will 

be spending. If the nuisance 

ordinance was adopted and 

regulations were enforced, 

the city would ultimately be 

responsible for the upfront 

cost for demolition and im-

provements to bring certain 

properties up to code. The 

city would then have to take 

action against the property 

owner to re-coop the ex-

pense and this could take 

some time.

Presley said the city col-

lected a little over $28,000 

in property taxes last year.

“We struggle working a 

budget, to make that bud-

get work with collecting no 

more taxes,” said Presley. 

“Everybody at this table 

would like to see a refur-

bishing of somewhat – but 

to put a burden on the peo-

ple of the town, especially 

the elderly on a fixed in-

come – I want some ques-

tions answered.”

Councilmember Kathleen 

Bush said the city’s priority 

at this time is to improve in-

frastructure such as paving 

streets and replacing an ag-

ing water system.

Banks County resident, 

Cliff Joliff said one of the 

visions the council approved 

in the city comprehensive 

plan is to have Maysville 

restored to a place where 

people want to come shop 

and eat and one of the items 

listed as ways to accomplish 

this is through nuisance and 

historic overlay regulations.

Joliff made reference to a 

downtown development au-

thority and a historical com-

mittee that are no longer in 

existence. Joliff said these 

are two entities that could 

help the council with the 

nuisance and historic over-

lay issues.

Councilman Junior Hardy 

said he feels like the plan-

ning commission should 

present the council with a 

plan reflecting the location 

of lots in need of attention 

and a cost analysis for im-

provements.

During a public hearing 

held February 3, Maysville 

Planning and Zoning Com-

mission Chairman Vance 

Holifield agreed additional 

consideration will need to 

be given to the recommen-

dations and how the city can 

pay for enforcing the ordi-

nance, but the city needs to 

adopt some kind of regula-

tions to require clean up of 

dilapidated buildings.

Continued on page 3A

Maysville won’t proceed with nuisance ordinance

State Senator John 

Wilkinson recently an-

nounced that he plans to run 

for the 9th District Congres-

sional seat. This election 

will be to replace Congress-

man Doug Collins, who 

has announced that he will 

be running for a seat in the 

United States Senate.

Sen. Wilkinson, who was 

elected to the State Senate 

in a special election in 2011 

and has been re-elected to 

four additional terms, was 

raised on a small farm in 

Stephens County.

“Working with projects 

in 4-H and FFA, he learned 

the value of hard work, co-

operation and responsibility 

at an early age,” according 

to a news release. “Those 

values have stayed with him 

during his career in agricul-

ture, education and politics. 

He has not missed a day of 

work during his eight years 

of service in the Senate.”

A native of Toccoa and 

graduate of Stephens Coun-

ty High School, Wilkinson 

earned degrees in agricul-

ture and education from the 

University of Georgia. He 

has experience as a class-

room teacher and served on 

the State Agricultural Edu-

cation staff for 26 years. He 

has served as State Advisor 

to the Georgia FFA Associ-

ation, as well as the Georgia 

Young Farmer Association. 

He was recognized as the 

Outstanding Member of 

the National Association of 

Supervisors of Agricultural 

Education in 2006. He and 

his wife Debbie have two 

children and five grandchil-

dren. John and Debbie are 

active members of Tates 

Creek Baptist Church.

Senator Wilkinson has 

served as Chair of the Ag-

riculture and Consumer 

Affairs Committee in the 

Senate for the past eight 

years. He also serves as Vice 

Chairman of the Education 

and Youth Committee, as 

well as a member of the Nat-

ural Resources and the En-

vironment, Appropriations 

and Rules Committees. He 

has served as Secretary of 

the Senate Majority Caucus 

for the past six years.

Continued on page 3A

Wilkinson to 
run for 9th 
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