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A proposed large residential develop-

ment of townhomes and apartments across 

from Home Depot in unincorporated Beth-

lehem cleared another hurdle last week, 

gaining an endorsement from the Barrow 

County Planning Commission despite 

pushback from a large group of neighbor-

ing residents.

By a 4-2 vote Thursday, April 15, the 

panel recommended approval of a request 

by Westplan Investors of Lawrennceville 

to rezone 43.7 acres just west of the in-

tersection of Carl-Bethlehem Road and 

State Route 81 in order to build “Accent 

Springs,” a development of 288 apart-

ments and 150 single-family townhomes, 

a reduction of 38 townhome units from the 

originally-proposed project. The recom-

mendation now heads to the county board 

of commissioners for a scheduled public 

hearing and final vote at its 6 p.m. meeting 

May 11.

Accent Springs, which is planned for 

one phase and is being targeted for com-

pletion by summer 2023, would bring 

more than 400 units to an area near the 

SR 81/SR 316 interchange that is already 

experiencing intense commercial growth 

with a planned boom of residential de-

velopment on the way. Sixty-seven acres 

of property on the other side of SR 81, to 

the east of the Barrow Crossing shopping 

center have been approved by the Wind-

er City Council for a rezoning that would 

allow for over 300 living units. The devel-

oper of that project has requested a change 

in conditions that would change the scope 

from 300 apartments and 99 townhomes to 

349 townhomes and no apartments, but the 

city council earlier this month postponed a 

vote on that request until its May 3 meet-

ing.

Concerns with traffic and capacity is-

sues at county schools within the zone Ac-

cent Springs would fall under have driven 

opposition to the project. Some residents 

who spoke against the request during a 

public hearing last week said they have 

doubts the county’s infrastructure is pre-

pared to take on the additional residenc-

es. Residents living off Hoyt King Road, 

which runs along the property, said the 

road already has a significant issue with 

cars cutting through to avoid the SR 81/

Carl-Bethlehem Road intersection.

“We’re not opposed to development; we 

only ask that (the county) work to achieve 

a goal that we all share, and that is what’s 

best for Barrow County,” said Kenneth En-

gland, a resident of neighboring subdivi-

sion Cambridge Estates and the organizer 

of an online petition against the rezoning 

request, which had swelled to over 800 

signatures within a week by the time the 

planning commission met.  “We look for-

ward to working with the property owners 

to find a happy median, but my challenge 

to (the planning commission) is, is this re-

ally what’s best for Barrow County?”

Planning commission recommends approval of  rezoning 

for residential development across from Home Depot

See Rezoning, page 2A
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Barrow County leaders 

agreed Tuesday, April 20, 

that they would like to place 

another SPLOST renewal 

referendum before voters 

this November in hopes of 

addressing a wide-rang-

ing swath of capital-im-

provement needs around 

the county. That direction 

comes as collections on the 

current 1-cent sales tax are 

rapidly outpacing projec-

tions, creating the possibil-

ity that the county could go 

several months without col-

lections.

County manager Kevin 

Little and chief financial 

officer Rose Kisaalita told 

the board of commissioners 

during its annual planning 

retreat Tuesday that, at the 

current rate of collections 

for SPLOST 2018 — which 

took effect July 1, 2018, af-

ter being approved by vot-

ers the previous fall — the 

county will reach the $56.6 

million threshold that was 

established by September 

County 

leaders eye 
another 
round of  
SPLOST
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The Statham City Council 

on Tuesday, April 20, ap-

proved reducing the speed 

limit on Broad Street from 

35 to 25 miles per hour be-

tween Dooley Town Road 

and 8th Street and also 

endorsed a plan to install 

speed-detection devices 

within school zones in the 

city.

The changes come as sev-

eral council members have 

advocated for improved pe-

destrian and children safety 

around the schools, partic-

ularly Statham Elementary 

on Broad Street.

“I don’t want to wait for 

somebody to die for us to do 

something,” councilwoman 

Tammy Crawley, who spon-

sored the measure to reduce 

the Broad Street speed limit, 

said during a council work 

session earlier this month.

The speed-limit reduction 

on the road within the city 

limits will take effect almost 

immediately, as the city in-

stalls new signage.

The council also approved 

signing on to an agreement 

with Blue Line Solutions 

to place laser-technology 

speed-detection devices 

within the school zones at 

Statham Elementary and 

Bear Creek Middle. The 

agreement stems from a 

countywide effort led by 

the Barrow County School 

System and Barrow Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office to place 

the devices in every school 

zone. A traffic study of the 

Statham school zones de-

termined that a speeding 

problem “does exist,” May-

or Joe Piper said earlier this 

month. A 30-day warning 

period will be issued to the 

public upon implementa-

tion, and after that citations 

would be issued automat-

ically to a vehicle owner’s 

address, Piper said.

Blue Line Solutions will 

install and maintain the de-

vices at no cost to the city, 

and, under the agreement, 

the city would get 65 per-

cent of money collected 

from fines, which would go 

into the police department’s 

budget. The company would 

keep the remaining 35 per-

cent to help offset mainte-

nance and any necessary 

repair costs.

The signs are only al-

lowed by law to be in use 

during and for certain time 

periods before and after 

school hours, Piper said, 

Statham 
drops speed 
limit on 
Broad St.

‘He taught us compassion’

See SPLOST, page 2A

See Statham, page 2A
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Phil Jones won 213 games in 37 seasons as a head 

football coach at the high school and college levels. 

But as Gary Whitlock, one of his former assistants 

at Winder-Barrow High School, summed it up, Jones 

didn’t stress “wins and the scoreboard” as much as the 

relationships he developed, fostered and maintained 

with everyone around him.

That was apparent Sunday, April 18, as family mem-

bers, friends, former colleagues and the community 

held a celebration-of-life service at W. Clair Harris 

Stadium for Jones, who died in December at age 74 

following a prolonged battle with Alzheimer’s disease.

Jones, who coached at Winder-Barrow from 1984-

1996 before joining the college ranks as an assistant 

and later started and guided the program at Short-

er University for 12 seasons before his retirement in 

2015, remains Winder-Barrow’s all-time wins leader 

with 81 and led the Bulldoggs to their most successful 

season in school history in 1993, when they finished 

11-3 and reached the GHSA Class AAA semifinals.

But while Jones was remembered by former players 

and coaches from his days both at Winder-Barrow and 

Shorter as a great “strategizer” and aficionado of the 

veer offense, the primary focus was on his leadership 

and influence as a father-like figure both for his fellow 

coaches and his players, and as a faithful servant of 

Jesus Christ.

“His hard work and dedication and vision will al-

ways carry on here,” said Al Darby, one of Jones’ 

former players at Winder-Barrow, who later became 

principal of the school and is now the Barrow County 

School System’s chief officer for athletics and student 

affairs. “He taught us empathy. He taught us humility, 

and most of us all he taught us compassion.”

“Phil instilled in us that we all needed to be a family 

and that nothing was stronger than family,” added Isa-

iah Berry, one of Jones’ Winder-Barrow assistants and 

now a Barrow County commissioner.

Darby and other former players recalled Jones say-

ing “I love you,” to them, when most of them had only 

ever heard that from their fathers or no other man at 

all.

Players, colleagues, family members remember 
relationships with late former WBHS coach Jones 
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Community members walk by a table with photos of Phil Jones and his family during a celebration-of-life 
service Sunday, April 18, at W. Clair Harris Stadium for the former Winder-Barrow High School head foot-
ball coach, who died in December following a prolonged battle with Alzheimer’s disease.

Phil Jones’ son, and former player, Philly Jones 
reflects on memories of his father during Sunday’s 
service.

Jones’ daughter, Connie, speaks about her bond 
with her father during Sunday’s service.See Jones, page 8A


