
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County commissioners 

turned down a request by rezoning 

request Monday that would have 

paved the way for four new homes 

on 12 acres off Sanford Road and 

Helican Springs Road. 

The board voted 3-0 to deny a 

request by Manuel Robledo to rezone 

his 12.43-acre property from A-1 to 

R-R to subdivide into four parcels. 

Commissioners Dennis Adams, Terry 

Chandler and Derek Doster voted 

against the action. Commissioner 

Brian Kirk was absent, and one seat, 

formerly held by Theresa Bettis is 

currently vacant, pending a special 

election in November.

The county planning commission 

recently voted 7-0 to recommend 

approval of the rezoning with certain 

conditions: that the homes be stick built 

with a square footage of least 2,000 feet 

and not be used as rental property. 

Chandler voiced concern about the 

rezoning, saying that the property is 

surrounded by large A-1 tracts. Adams 

echoed Chandler, saying he felt the 

rezoning is not in line with the use of 

surrounding properties. 

Though the conditions proposed by 

the zoning board included “stick-built” 

only, Robledo addressed the board and 

spoke of putting new mobile homes 

on the land. Doster asked Robledo 

if he would still seek the rezoning if 

the stick-built condition was upheld. 

Robledo said he wouldn’t. He said 

there are nearby mobile homes and 

that he doesn’t understand why that 

wouldn’t be allowed, adding that each 

house will be on more than three acres. 

Commissioners and zoning board 

members on hand Monday both 

addressed the fact that the BOC had 

gone against the planning commis-

sion’s recommendation, with both sides 

expressing no hard feelings. Zoning 

board member Lee Mitchell said he’s 

interested in getting more input from 

the BOC, so the zoning board has more 

clarity on what the group seeks from 

the recommending body.   

In a separate zoning matter, the board 

approved a request by Bannister Sexton 

to rezone 1.36 acres of his 20.68-acre 

property on Wesley Chapel Road from 

A-2 to R-R to combine with his adjoin-

ing property. 

NO MILL 

RATE INCREASE

Also Monday, the board discussed 

a recent county advertisement in this 

newspaper, which is mandated by law, 

announcing a tax increase. Chairman 

Todd Higdon emphasized that the board 

is not increasing any tax rates this year. 

However, local property tax revenues 

will be up in 2021 due to higher prop-

erty assessments and new construction 

in the county, which adds taxable value 

for the government. While there is no 

rate increase, the assessed value of 

homes and other properties has gone 

up over the past year, adding to the 

county’s overall taxable value, which 

means more tax dollars. By law, coun-

ties, schools and cities must advertise 

a tax increase if they do not roll back 

tax rates to offset increases in assessed 

value. For years, the Madison County 

government did exactly that, annual-

ly rolling back the tax rate to offset 

property value increases, but the county 

government also began to run an annual 

revenue shortfall, with revenues falling 

around $1 million short of expenditures 

some years. The board eventually had 

to dramatically raise its tax rate several 

years ago to bring revenues in line with 

actual expenses. And the BOC has not 

rolled back its mill rate to offset value 

gains since then.

BROADBAND 

READY COUNTY

Madison County commissioners 

have been focused this year on bringing 

broadband services to the county. That 

includes updating the current compre-

hensive land use plan to make Madison 

County a “broadband ready” county, 

which is necessary to qualify for grant 

funding. 

The amended comprehensive plan 

will state that “a large portion of 

Madison County is currently unserved 

Merged with The Comer News and The Danielsville Monitor, 2006

JULY 15, 2021

$1.00

Madison County Journal
Vol. 38  No. 24• Publication No. 1074-987• Danielsville, Madison County, Georgia 30633 • A Publication of MainStreet Newspapers Inc. • 16 Pages, 2 Section Plus Supplements

MadisonJournalTODAY.com

TRANSPORTATION

COUNTY GOV’T

See “BOC” on 2A

MCHS fishermen 
take honors in 

worldwide event

— Page 1B

INSIDE

Index:
News — 1-3A

Opinions — 4A

Crime — 5A

Obituaries — 6-7A

Social — 8A

Sports — 1-2B, 8B

Classifieds — 5B

Legals — 6-7B

Phone: 706-367-5233

Web: MadisonJournal

TODAY.com 

News submissions: 

zach@

mainstreetnews.com

Contact:

TAXES

BOC may 
contract 

for business 
audits

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County Chief 

Appraiser Robin Baker pro-

posed Monday that county 

commissioners approve a 

three-year audit of person-

al business property in the 

county. 

Baker said the county 

conducts audits, but doesn’t 

have the resources to audit 

big businesses. 

“What we do now is we do 

a desk audit; we send out the 

return to businesses and then 

the ones we want to review 

or audit, we’ll ask them 

for a detailed listing,” he 

said. “We’ll ask them for a 

detailed inventory, machin-

ery, equipment, furniture, 

fixtures. That is acceptable 

through the Department of 

Revenue.”

But he said a big busi-

ness with a large inventory 

needs more attention than 

the county staff can offer.

“They (a big business) 

may or may not be return-

ing all their inventory,” said 

Baker. “We just have to take 

them at face value that they 

are.”

Baker spoke with one 

By Mike Buffington

mike@mainstreetnews.com

An initial environmental study 

of a proposed high-speed passen-

ger train from Atlanta to Charlotte 

chose the most southern route for 

the train, the Greenfield Alternative, 

a route that would take the train 

through Madison, Jackson and Bar-

row counties in Northeast Georgia.

That route, if it is eventual-

ly approved, would take the train 

south of Royston into Madison 

County, south of Danielsville and 

into Athens. From there, the route 

would go through a part of western 

Jackson County and eastern Barrow 

County to approach Atlanta.

The Tier 1 environmental impact 

report for the project was released 

July 9.

The exact approach from Athens 

to Atlanta is being deferred for fur-

ther study, the study said.

Two ideas in the study suggest-

ed the train leave Athens and run 

through West Jackson and the Bra-

selton-Hoschton area to Suwanee. 

The other idea would be for the 

train to run through a smaller part 

of southwestern Jackson County 

and part of Barrow County to Law-

renceville.

No stations are proposed for 

Jackson, Barrow or Madison coun-

ties, but a station is proposed for 

Athens.

The Greenfield route was one of 

three proposed routes considered 

in the report. One of the rejected 

routes would have had the train 

follow I-85 all the way through 

Jackson County with a station in 

Commerce. That route was reject-

ed, in part, because of the high cost.

The Greenfield route has the 

potential for the highest speed, up 

to 220 mph, the study said. That’s 

because of the geography of that 

route is more gentle than the other 

alternatives. The Greenfield route 

would also allow for more trips, the 

study said.

“GDOT determined that the 

Greenfield Corridor Alternative 

would support the most round-trip 

frequencies among the Corridor 

Alternatives and, therefore, would 

generate the highest ridership,” said 

the report.

The proposed Atlanta-Charlotte 

train is part of a larger rail devel-

opment project dating to 1992 to 

connect Washington D.C. into the 

Southeast.

The cost is expected to be 

between $6.4 and $8.4 billion.

MC included in rail route
More info at: www.dot.ga.gov/IS/Rail/AtlantatoCharlotte

Proposed rail line would 
run through Madison, 
Barrow, Jackson counties, 
include station in Athens

The green line shows the proposed route for a high-speed (up to 220-mph) rail line that would connect 
Atlanta to Charlotte.

BOC talks zoning, comp plan, taxes

Commissioners Dennis Adams, Terry Chandler, Derek Doster and chairman Todd Higdon discuss 
county-owned properties at Danielsville and Collins volunteer fire departments Monday. 
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