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A couple of Memorial Day 

events are planned this coming 

weekend in Barrow County.

On Sunday, May 30, the 

American Legion Post 163 in 

Statham will be hosting the 

Shepherd’s Men running group 

for a fundraiser and lunch at the 

legion headquarters, 1633 Atlan-

ta Hwy., starting at 1 p.m.

Shepherd’s Men run 22 miles 

to each stop to bring awareness 

to the suicide rate among U.S. 

veterans of 22 per day. They also 

raise funds for the SHARE Mili-

tary Initiative at Shepherd Center 

in Atlanta, a comprehensive re-

habilitation program that focuses 

on assessment and treatment for 

service men and women who 

have sustained mild to moderate 

traumatic brain injuries, along 

with co-occurring PTSD or oth-

er mental-health concerns from 

post-9/11 military service.

The afternoon event will in-

clude a meet-and-greet, food, 

silent and live auctions, vendors, 

games, raffles and other activi-

ties.

On Memorial Day, Monday, 

May 31, the local VFW Post 

1187 and AMVETS Post 12, 

VFW Post 1187, and local AM-

VETS Post 12 will host a cere-

mony in honor of those who lost 

their lives in military service to 

the country.

The event will begin at 10 a.m. 

at the VFW headquarters, 73 

Lee St., Winder. Retired U.S. Air 

Force Col. Patrick Ballard will 

be the guest speaker.
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An Atlanta-area developer has scrapped 

the townhome component while adding 

about 60 single-family homes to a proposed 

large subdivision of over 500 homes on the 

western edge of Barrow County. But it will 

be at least several more weeks before a final 

decision is made on whether the project can 

move forward.

For a second-straight meeting Thursday, 

May 20, the county planning commission 

voted to table a request by Ashton Atlanta 

Residential of Alpharetta and property own-

er Greg Low to rezone 328 acres of a large 

swath of open land at 979 Tom Miller Rd., 

Bethlehem, so that county planning staff 

can have more time to review and comment 

on a revised site plan that was submitted a 

few days prior to last week’s meeting. The 

county will also advertise for a second pub-

lic hearing on the request, which will be 

held during the planning commission’s next 

meeting June 17. The panel’s recommenda-

tion will then go before the county board 

of commissioners July 13 for a scheduled 

final vote.

Under the revised proposal, the developer 

seeks to rezone the land in order to build 565 

single-family detached homes — a change 

from the previous plan of 506 single-family 

detached homes and 123 townhomes.

The bulk of the subdivision would run 

along the western side of Tom Miller Road, 

with some homes slated to be built along 

the eastern side.

County planning staff had recommend-

ed approval of the request with several 

attached conditions — including that sin-

gle-family detached homes be a minimum 

of 2,000 square feet with no vinyl siding, 

that the developers avoid a monotonous 

appearance of homes and that there be 

minimal disruption to existing water bod-

ies and streams on the property.

The request drew opposition from sev-

eral neighboring residents at an April 15 

public hearing due to concerns over traf-

fic and the potential impact on capacity 

at nearby schools (Yargo Elementary, 

Haymon-Morris Middle and Apalachee 

High). Homeowners from the neighbor-

ing Kensington subdivision said they 

would prefer to see the subdivision built 

without townhomes and proposed that 

Tom Miller Road be re-widened and that 

a traffic signal be placed at Ben Johnson 

Road. 

A representative for the developer said 

they were willing to sit down with res-

idents to attempt to work through their 

concerns, which prompted the planning 

commission to table the request for the 

first time last month.

Interim county planning director Re-

becca Whiddon said the elimination of 

the townhomes appears to be the primary 

major change to the proposal.

Townhomes removed from developer’s request for large subdivision

A night of  hope and fun

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Barrow County 

School System’s millage 

rate is likely to remain un-

changed next fiscal year, 

with board of education 

members citing the strain 

that population growth and 

numerous additional resi-

dential developments will 

continue to place on the dis-

trict’s resources.

The board voted unani-

mously during its Tuesday, 

May 25 meeting to tenta-

tively approve keeping the 

millage rate at 18.5 mills, 

where it has been since 

2007.

“It just doesn’t make 

much sense to me to roll it 

back at this point,” board 

member Lynn Stevens said, 

noting that keeping the rate 

the same would mean an in-

crease of a little over $6 a 

month in school taxes to the 

average homeowner in the 

county, which board mem-

bers described as “negligi-

ble.”

“With the amount of new 

homes and (road/traffic) 

congestion coming, it’s go-

ing to add a ton of kids (to 

the system),” board chair-

man Bill Ritter said. “We’ll 

have to add new teachers 

and continue to add infra-

structure within the school 

system.”

Because there would be 

a small tax increase associ-

ated with keeping the mill-

age rate the same, the board 

will hold three public hear-

ings — starting with two 

on June 10 at 10:30 a.m. 

and 6:30 p.m. and a third at 

1 p.m. June 21. The board 

is scheduled to hold a final 

vote on the rate at its June 

22 meeting.

School district officials 

had budgeted about $45.7 

million in property-tax rev-

enues for Fiscal Year 2022 

— a little less than a third 

of the proposed General 

Fund budget — but would 

actually stand to gain an 

additional $1.9 million by 

keeping the millage rate 

at 18.5 thanks to an 8.4% 

projected growth in the 

county’s tax digest. Jennifer 

Houston, assistant super-

intendent for business ser-

vices, said those excess rev-

enues would be balanced by 

moving expenditures either 

back into the General Fund 

or under federal coronavi-

rus-relief funds.

The “roll back” rate, 

where the district would 

receive the same amount of 

tax money as the previous 

year on property that was 

on the tax digest in 2020, 

would be 17.637 mills. 
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Bethlehem Christian Academy’s 44 graduates for the class of 2021 toss their caps at the end of the school’s 
high school graduation ceremony Saturday, May 22, at Bethlehem Church. Local graduations were set to 
continue this week with Apalachee High School’s ceremony Wednesday, May 26, and Winder-Barrow High 
School’s commencement exercises scheduled for Thursday, May 27. See next week’s paper for a special sec-
tion with photos and more from all three ceremonies. 

BETHLEHEM CHRISTIAN ACADEMY CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATES
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Tree House Inc., a Winder-based nonprofit whose mission is to prevent child abuse in Barrow, Jackson 
and Banks counties, raised over $110,000 through its annual “A Night of Hope” live and silent auction, 
held Friday, May 21, at The Venue at Friendship Springs in Flowery Branch. The event included a 
surprise visit from Gov. Brian Kemp and Georgia First Lady Marty Kemp (pictured with Tree House 
staff). See more photos online at barrownewsjournal.com. 

TREEHOUSE INC. RAISES OVER $110K THROUGH ANNUAL AUCTION

State Rep. Brooks Coleman of Duluth was the auc-
tioneer for the event.

Gov. Brian Kemp gives remarks during the 
event.
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millage rate 
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See BOE, page 2A


