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Northeast Georgia Health 

System leaders are fighting 

to get ahead of the spread of 

COVID-19.

Mobile units — which will 

allow the hospital system to 

treat additional patients and 

adapt to changing needs — are 

operational at both Northeast 

Georgia Medical Center Bra-

selton and Gainesville.

The two units, which were 

provided by the Georgia De-

partment of Public Health, both 

have 13 spaces for patients. 

(That’s in additional to the 84 

emergency beds and 15 hall 

spaces at NGMC Gainesville, 

and 21 beds and 10-12 hallway 

spaces at NGMC Braselton.)

Dr. Mohak Dave’, chief of 

emergency medicine, said the 

units will allow the hospital to 

adapt to whatever circumstanc-

es come up in the future.

“In emergency medicine, 

our job is to be prepared. We 

can’t predict the future, but we 

have to be prepared,” he said 

in a press conference held last 

week.

The negative-pressure units 

will allow the hospital to cohort 

patients with respiratory-type 

symptoms, to avoid exposure 

to patients, staff and the com-

munity. Higher-acuity patients 

will still continue to be triaged 

and receive the level of care 

needed, Dave’ said.

The additional mobile units 

will allow the hospital addi-

tional capacity, he added.

“As we have seen in a pan-

demic situation, you need ca-

pacity,” said Dr. Dave. “You 

have to be able to adapt to what 

the capacity needs are at the 

time.”

Dr. Shravan Kethireddy, 

medical director of critical care 

services, noted the health sys-

tem has been proactive and ag-

gressive in its fight against the 

spread of COVID-19. He cited 

Helping local businesses 

adjust to the impacts of the 

COVID-19 crisis was the 

main topic of conversation 

during last week’s Jackson 

County Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s board of direc-

tors meeting. The meeting 

was held via video confer-

ence due to the virus.

Supporting local small 

businesses was highlighted 

in the discussion as many 

business had closed or ad-

opted reduced hours in the 

last week.

“Small businesses need 

people to buy local right 

now,” said board member 

Chad Bingham. “Small 

businesses are really in trou-

ble.”

The chamber is watching 

various legislative actions 

that could provide some re-

lief to businesses impacted 

by the economic downturn 

that has come out of the vi-

rus crisis.

An online survey has also 

been launched for chamber 

members to record how the 

virus is affecting their busi-

nesses. The organization 

plans to use its social media 

platforms to share informa-

tion with members during 

the crisis.

The chamber also hosted 

a conference call last week 

of around 30 large business 

and industry leaders across 

Chamber board 

discusses virus 

impact on businesses

See Chamber, page 5A
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Dr. Shravan Kethireddy, medical director of critical care services, is shown 
walking through the mobile unit that has been set up in front of the emergency 
room entrance at Northeast Georgia Medical Center Gainesville. A similar unit 
has been set up at NGMC Braselton.
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Shannon Sell is the new 

Mayor of Hoschton.

Sell was sworn into his 

position during a special 

called meeting March 23. 

Town leaders limited at-

tendance into the meeting 

to 10 people, due to the 

Sell is new 

Hoschton mayor

Shannon Sell was sworn in as the Mayor of 
Hoschton during a special called meeting March 
23. Photo courtesy the City of Hoschton.

Braselton leaders have 

made additional changes 

to the town’s regular oper-

ations amid the continued 

threat of COVID-19.

All town buildings are 

currently closed to the 

public.

The drive-thru at the 

planning and utility build-

ing is open and employees 

are on hand to provide ser-

vices for every department 

at that location.

Those needing infor-

mation or assistance can 

visit the town’s website 

at Braselton.net, call the 

main line at 706-654-3915 

or email a request/concern 

to town manager Jennifer 

Scott Town at jscott@bra-

selton.net.

The town also shared 

the following updates and 

reminders for Braselton 

residents:

The town is requesting 

customers pay utility bills 

online or at the drive-thru 

window or drop box.

Municipal Court fines 

Braselton tightens 

COVID-19 precautions

Spring magazine inside
The spring issue of Braselton TODAY magazine is 

now available. This quarter’s magazine is inserted into 

this week’s newspapers. It can also be found at various 

sites across the greater Braselton area and viewed online 

at BraseltonTODAY.com.

See Sell, page 5A

See Braselton, page 5A

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in 

the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the 

helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”  

-Fred Rogers

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The community is experiencing a monumental event, 

one that will forever be ingrained in memories.

Over the past couple of weeks, the spreading Corona-

virus has changed people’s daily lives across the country. 

Schools are closed throughout the state; residents are en-

couraged to stay home as much as possible; local govern-

ments have scaled back; and shoppers have flocked to su-

permarkets to stock up on necessities.

The uncertain situation has created fear across the coun-

try — from concerns over the economic impact to over-

stretching the nation’s healthcare resources.

But the virus crisis has also brought out something else: 

The helpers.

The community has stepped up over the past couple of 

weeks to help those in need during the COVID-19 pan-

demic.

Some are simply checking on their elderly neighbors or 

family members, running errands for them so they don’t 

have to go out. Others have given blood or volunteered to 

sew masks for area hospitals.

Local school staff are delivering hundreds of meals to 

students across the area.

And area nonprofits are spending countless hours work-

ing to get food into the hands of community members in 

need.

ISERVE GETS FOOD INTO FAMILIES’ HANDS

One of those groups, iServe Ministries, has been distrib-

uting thousands of pounds of food each week through its 

mobile food pantries in Commerce, Pendergrass and Ath-

ens.

iServe’s mobile food pantry is open on the second Sat-

urday of the month in the parking lot of the Lanier Techni-

cal College in Commerce and on the third Tuesday of the 

month in the parking lot at Pendergrass Flea Market.

Jeff and Sherry Grant started the 501©3 in 2011 and im-

plemented the mobile food bank in 2013.

Community steps up in crisis

Volunteers line up to help assist during iServe’s mobile food pantry held at the Pendergrass Flea Market 
March 17. Photo courtesy Rotary Club of Braselton.

See iServe, page 5A

Mobile unit operational at NGMC Braselton
Hospital staff 

stresses need 

for community 

to ‘stay home’

See Hospital, page 5A

Weekly state update
A round-up of state actions and news related to 

COVID-19 this week includes:

• Gov. Brian Kemp ordered restaurants, bars and 

nightclubs to close (except for drive-thru or pick-up 

service) and to ban all gatherings of 10 or more peo-

ple, unless those gatherings ensure people stay six feet 

apart.

• As of March 24, there have been 32 COVID-19 

deaths in the state, including one in Gwinnett Coun-

ty. There have been 1,026 confirmed cases in the state 

with 45 in Gwinnett, 14 in Hall and one in Barrow.

• The state has changed its procedures for getting 

tested for COVID-19 at one of the 23 locations in the 

state. Option one is to have a referral from a doctor; 

option two is the call the Nurse Referral Line at 706-

340-0996 and describe your symptoms.


