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ENVIRONMENT

PROTESTS ELECTIONS

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County com-

missioners have heard 

for months from citizens 

concerned about pollu-

tion from the new Georgia 

Renewable Power (GRP) 

plant in Colbert, but the 

board agreed Monday that 

it’s time to do more than 

listen. It’s time to act.

Citizens who packed the 

county commissioners’ 

meeting room Jan. 27 ap-

plauded board members af-

ter hearing the five district 

commissioners voice their 

support for citizens trou-

bled by the power plant’s 

burning of creosote-treat-

ed railroad ties as a fuel 

source.

Derek Doster, who rep-

resents District 5, where 

the plant is located, spoke 

up first at the board table 

about the need for action. 

His talk followed more 

pleas from local residents 

who took to the podium 

imploring the board to do 

something to help them.

Doster said he has been 

studying the issue for some 

time.

“I’ve spent numerous 

hours riding, looking, lis-

tening, smelling at vari-

ous locations and vantage 

points and surrounding 

area,” he said. “It’s be-

come apparent to me that 

the impacts from the plant 

are different related to your 

distance, weather, topog-

raphy, daily activities and 

other numerous conditions 

that are variable in nature 

and uncontrollable. I pa-

tiently waited over time 

and hoped things would 

be better when they transi-

tioned from startup to full 

operation.”

Doster said he’s not sat-

isfied that enough has been 

done to address air quality. 

He also said he feels GRP, 

which is only allowed to 

use crossties as 20 percent 

of its fuel source, can elim-

inate the creosote-treated 

wood.

“It would seem plausible 

that the plant could operate 

without this fuel source,” 

he said. “And it seems like 

the only variable that can 

quickly be addressed or 

eliminated.”

Doster proposed that the 

board work to find a suit-

able course of action.

“With the support of this 

body, I request the appro-

priate staff and departments 

review and recommend the 

best course of action and 

a proper resolution or or-

dinance to reduce or elim-

inate the potential health 

concerns regarding impacts 

from burning creosote rail 

ties,” he said. “And I re-

quest this by our next vot-

ing meeting.”

Doster said the action 

could include many play-

ers, such as code enforce-

ment, the sheriff’s depart-

ment, the chairman’s office, 

the county attorney, the 

industrial authority, magis-

trate court, state legislators, 

the EPD and potentially the 

attorney general’s office.

“I’m not sure what is 

needed today to do the 

proper justice on an ordi-

nance or a resolution,” said 

Doster. “But I want to be 

diligent in our approach 

and thoughtful from now to 

our execution, so I can have 

a better understanding of 

what we can and cannot do. 

My fear is that any lack of 

movement now to move to-

ward that end game some-

how may prohibit us in the 

future from taking formida-

ble action if needed.”

Doster’s remarks were 

followed by loud applause 

from the audience.

Other commissioners 

echoed Doster’s senti-

ments. Commissioner 

Tripp Strickland said creo-

sote-treated railroad ties are 

not a clean energy source.

“There’s been a long-

time push for industry in 

Madison County and we 

know we need that to off-

set the tax burden on our 

homeowners,” said Tripp 

Strickland. “GRP could 

have been that. And it still 

can be that. But we don’t 

need it at the expense of 

our health. One life is not 

worth $1.68 million by any 

means. We were sold the 

idea of green energy. And if 

you Google ‘green energy,’ 

you get sunlight, wind, rain, 

tides, plants, algae, geo-

thermal heat to reduce the 

dependence on coal, oil and 

BOC on GRP: ‘time for action’

County commissioners discuss Georgia Renewable Power’s plant in Colbert Jan. 
27. Pictured (L-R) are county clerk Rhonda Wooten, Lee Allen, Tripp Strickland, 
county attorney Mike Pruett, chairman John Scarborough, Theresa Bettis, Brian 
Kirk and Derek Doster.

Commissioners aim to stop power company 
from burning creosote-treated railroad ties

GRP responds:

•GRP president 

publishes letter about 

operations, Page 5A

•EPD responds to ash 

dumping at Hwy. 172 

property, Page 7A

“This is the first we have heard of this action by the 

commissioners from Madison County. We will work diligently with 

the commissioners and have scheduled a plant tour with them in 

the near future. We are committed to operate in full compliance 

with local ordinances and regulations, as well as all state and 

federal statutes and regulations governing its operation. Among 

other things, GRP Madison operations in respect of emissions and 

air quality are in full compliance with the law. As you know, such 

matters are governed by State law pursuant to the State of 

Georgia’s implementation of the federal Clean Air Act. It is 

pursuant to such law that the State of Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Air Quality 

branch has issued an air quality permit to GRP Madison. That air 

permit specifically authorizes the burning of railroad ties, just like 

the federal EPA permits. GRP Madison is, and will continue to be 

in compliance with its permit. GRP has not breached its air permit 

by the introduction of 20-percent rail ties. We have stayed 

underneath our emissions limits because the facility was designed 

to handle 20 percent fuel oil. As previously stated in our letter, the 

creosote residuals left over in the cross ties we burn is minimal 

and significantly lower than the design threshold of the facility. It 

is also consistent with what is allowed by law. Additionally, as 

mentioned in our letter, we are taking additional measures not 

required legally to ensure that the community concerns are 

addressed in the burning of rail ties.”

— Steve Dailey, President, GRP

John Scarborough will not seek 

seek re-election as the Chairman of 

the Madison County Board of Com-

missioners.

“After much 

thought and 

consideration, 

I have decided 

I will not seek 

re-election 

at the end of 

my term this 

year,” said 

Scarborough. 

“It has been a 

great experi-

ence and I’ve 

had a wonder-

ful opportunity to work alongside so 

many good people here in Madison 

County. I choose now to step aside 

and spend more time with my fam-

ily.”

Scarborough offered an endorse-

ment for his replacement.

“Our current County Clerk, Mrs. 

Rhonda Wooten is announcing her 

intentions to run for Chair of Mad-

ison County,” he said. “She has the 

experience and knowledge to con-

tinue leading our county. I urge your 

support for Mrs. Wooten. It is my 

prayer Madison County will continue 

to progress and that citizens will sup-

port and work with all locally elected 

officials. It has been a true honor to 

serve Madison County.”

BOC chairman 
won’t seek 
re-election

JOHN 

SCARBOROUGH

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Rosemary Brookshire is ex-

plaining why she is sitting on 

the side of Hwy. 72 in front of 

Georgia Renewable Power Jan. 

25 when a white pickup truck 

roars past, belching smoke from 

its exhaust. She pauses, chuck-

les, then resumes.

“We came out here to brave 

the cold — it’s not so bad — be-

cause we need to do something,” 

said Brookshire. “We want to do 

something calm and civil, but 

still, make a little bit of a noise 

about it. It feels like somebody’s 

finger is in this pie, because it’s 

just too ridiculous to be poison-

ing us. We’re a poor county. I 

feel like we’re being taken ad-

vantage of. And that’s all — just 

need to make a stand.”

A crowd gathered off Hwy. 72 

Jan. 25 on both east-bound and 

west-bound sides of the road, 

holding signs to protest pollution 

from GRP. The company has 

been the source of considerable 

dismay from some locals, who 

are particularly concerned with 

the burning of creosote-treated 

railroad ties as a fuel source.

Larry Wade wore camouflage 

and a gas mask while carrying 

an American flag.

“My kids need creeks to walk 

in, land to go on excursions on, 

and bad things are happening 

to the land by people with big 

money,” he said. “And I’m just 

here to try and make a stand.”

Kim Long said she lives three 

miles from the plant, adding 

that she and other family mem-

bers moved to the county for the 

clean air and water and lack of 

noise and light pollution.

“All of this that’s happening 

right here without any pub-

lic input and without anyone 

voting on it is totally unaccept-

able and we want to get it shut 

down eventually, but we want 

them to stop burning the rail-

road ties,” said Long. “That’s 

totally unacceptable. There’s 

•GRP plant manager 

offers updates, Page 

3A

Inside:

“It would seem plausible that the plant could operate without 

this fuel source. And it seems like the only variable that can 

quickly be addressed or eliminated.”

— Derek Doster, District 5 commissioner

See BOC, page 2A

Citizens protest in front of  GRP

Citizens stand off Hwy. 72 in front of Georgia Renewable Pow-
er Jan. 25 to protest the plant’s burning of creosote-treated 
railroad ties as a fuel source.

Larry Wade participated Jan. 25 in a citizens’ protest in front 
of Georgia Renewable Power.

See Protest, page 2A


