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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

Braselton planning commission member Tony Price has died 

after a battle with COVID-19.

Price’s wife, Missi, has provided regular updates on social 

media about her husband’s condition since early May and an-

nounced June 9 that T. Price had passed.

“Today at 5:28 p.m. my husband of 21 years took his last 

breath and earned his forever wings,” she wrote. “While he will 

be missed by us and so many countless others, his healing starts 

now.”

Price was an organ donor and his kidneys and heart valves 

have been donated to those in need.

“Tony is still serving and giving to other families and that 

would make him so happy,” said M. Price.

Community members have taken to social media with an out-

pouring of condolences over the loss.

Price served on the Braselton Planning Commission for sever-

al years, representing District 3, and worked for Lawson Funeral 

Home.

A memorial service will be held for Price on Saturday, June 

19, at 2 p.m. at Lawson Funeral Home.

“I know this is Father’s Day weekend but hoping the parking 

lot will be so full the streets will have to be lined,” said M. Price.

A GoFundMe has also been setup to help the family. Those 

wishing to donate may do so at  https://www.gofundme.com/ 

f/tubrm-support-for-the-price-family

Braselton planning 

commission member dies 

after battle with COVID-19

The number of COVID-19 patients at Northeast Geor-

gia Health System remained low over the past couple of 

weeks.

As of June 14, there were 16 positive COVID patients 

across the system with four of those at Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center Braselton.

COVID-19 cases  

remain low at NGHS

See COVID, page 2A

By Morgan Ervin

Hoschton’s Downtown 

Development Authority 

held its inaugural meeting 

June 11 to elect officers, 

set meeting dates and dis-

cuss its short-term goals 

for 2021.

The DDA elected Dr. 

Sri Kumar as chairman, 

Tracy Jordan as vice-chair 

and Anita Boyd as secre-

tary and treasurer.

The authority will meet 

on the second and fourth 

Mondays of each month 

at 6 p.m. The DDA will 

hold its next meeting on 

June 28.

At the top of its priority 

list is identifying exist-

ing and potential funding 

sources. The group will 

begin by taking invento-

ries of assets, buildings, 

businesses and owner-

ships within the city.

According to city ad-

ministrator Gary Fesper-

man, “Once you learn 

what your assets are, this 

DDA can be an efficient 

operating machine.”

Also on its list of prior-

ities, the group is focused 

on branding itself to the 

community through advo-

cacy, marketing and com-

munity outreach efforts. 

The authority is plan-

ning several community 

events, including a farm-

er’s market, Food Truck 

Friday and a fall festival 

to help focus the public’s 

attention on the value of 

its downtown.

Also part of its branding 

efforts, the authority plans 

to purchase billboards and 

new street signage, in-

cluding a welcome sign at 

the city line on Hwy. 53 

coming from I-85.

The DDA also dis-

cussed plans to work with 

the Georgia Mainstreet 

Program (GMP), which 

focuses on revitalizing 

historic downtown dis-

tricts. The GMP partners 

with a number of state 

organizations including 

the Carl Vinson Institute 

of Government at the Uni-

versity of Georgia to pro-

vide training courses for 

city officials to enhance 

their knowledge and skills 

in municipal related mat-

ters.

“I think each person 

here has different talents 

and a different skillset 

and I think that’s why 

we’re all here,” said Jor-

dan. “You never know 

where you’re going until 

you know where you’ve 

been.”

Hoschton DDA holds inaugural meeting

Officials and dignitaries cut the ribbon at the grand opening of the new Jackson County 
High School in West Jackson on June 13. Shown are (L to R): Rep. Tommy Benton, Sen. 
Frank Ginn, Rep. Chris Erwin, Superintendent April Howard, BOE member Rob Johnson, 
former Gov. Nathan Deal, BOE member Carol Anglin, BOE chairman Don Clerici, BOE 
member Lynn Wheeler, student Jesse Cronic, JCHS math teacher Steven Bowles, JCHS 
principal Jason Wester, and Rep. Houston Gaines. See more on page 3.

Braselton leaders gave the 

go-ahead this week to allow 

slightly smaller houses to 

be developed in a planned 

subdivision.

The Braselton Town 

Council voted June 14 to 

approve rezoning 46.62 

acres on Ednaville Rd. from 

R-2 to R-3.

Clint Copeland, who 

spoke for the applicant, said 

they requested the zoning 

change to allow 2,000 sq. 

ft. homes instead of 2,200 

sq. ft. homes. Developers 

plan 80 lots on the property. 

A number of amenities are 

also proposed, including 

walking trails, gardening 

space and an outdoor oven/

barbecue area.

The request was approved 

with a number of conditions, 

including one that says the 

community’s covenants will 

limit the number of rentals 

to 30% with a hardship pro-

vision. If developers later 

decide the property should 

be 100% rental, they will 

have to notify the town.

AIRBNB APPROVED

Council members also 

gave the go-ahead to allow 

a “bed and breakfast” in the 

downtown area.

Kacie de Leon requested 

a conditional use to allow a 

bed and breakfast on a little 

Braselton gives nod on 

subdivision changes

See Braselton, page 2A

School facilities on the west 

side of Jackson County dominat-

ed the Jackson County School 

System’s agenda over the last 

week.

Sunday afternoon, the system 

had its ribbon cutting ceremo-

ny for the new Jackson County 

High School on Skelton Rd. The 

school is a relocation of Jackson 

County Comprehensive High 

School from Jefferson and marks 

the first time the west side of the 

county has had a high school 

since 1979. The school will open 

this fall for grades 8-12.

On Monday night, the Jack-

son County Board of Education 

approved hiring Carroll Daniel 

Construction to build a new el-

ementary/middle school facili-

ty near the new high school on 

Skelton Rd. Current plans are for 

the facility to be designed as a 

middle school, but will probably 

open as an elementary school to 

relieve overcrowding.

The west side of Jackson 

County has exploded with new 

students. During the past school 

year, the west side gained 420 

new students into its schools 

while the east side of the county 

declined by 66 students.

Over the last 15 years, there 

has been an imbalance in class-

room space in the county due to 

previous over-construction on 

the east side and under-construc-

tion on the west side. The new 

high school and upcoming new 

elementary/middle school facil-

ities are an attempt by the BOE 

to add more classrooms to the 

fast-growing west side.

Meanwhile, the existing 

JCCHS facility in Jefferson is 

being converted to the Empower 

College & Career Center for stu-

dents from all over the county to 

use for vocational and college 

classes. That center will open 

with the upcoming school year 

as its renovations are being 

completed this summer.

Also Monday night, the 

BOE approved designating the 

former West Jackson Primary 

School property as surplus and 

putting it up for sale. The fa-

cility is too old to be renovat-

ed for use and school leaders 

have been debating its future 

for the past several years. It 

is the third former school the 

system has surplused over the 

last decade. The system pre-

viously consolidated Benton 

Elementary School and South 

Jackson Elementary into new-

er facilities on the east side of 

the county.

Ribbon cut at new high school
Westside schools highlight county agenda

A crowd of around 200 people attended the ribbon cutting for the new Jackson County 
High School on June 13.


