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Madison County is like the rest of 

the world — focused on the corona-

virus.

School system leaders are keeping 

their eyes and ears open for any sign 

that the novel coronavirus, officially 

dubbed “COVID-19” that originated 

in China has made an appearance lo-

cally.

Superintendent Michael Williams 

said Tuesday that the school system 

is and has been reviewing its safety/

crisis plan of action for the outbreak 

of any contagious disease and is in 

regular communication with the lo-

cal health department as well as the 

state’s Department of Public Health 

(DPH) on where the virus is. They 

are also working closely with Madi-

son County’s public emergency man-

ager, EMS Director Bobby Smith, 

who also has a safety plan for a con-

tagious disease outbreak in the com-

munity.

And with the news of the first con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 in Geor-

gia coming late Monday, Williams 

said that alertness will only intensify.

He said primary actions being 

taken right now with both students 

and staff are reminders about pre-

ventative steps that they can take not 

only to prevent a COVID-19 spread, 

should it occur in the area, but to also 

prevent and curtail the spread of the 

flu and other illnesses that are already 

circulating.

School, county officials on alert for coronavirus
Eyes on the spread
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COVID-19 has local officials on 
alert.

Qualifying for candidacy for 

Madison County offices con-

tinues through Friday at noon.

As of 9:30 a.m. Wednesday 

those who qualified included:

•Board of Education District 

3 (non partisan race): Cindy 

Nash

•Board of Education Dis-

trict 3 (non partisan race): Jeff 

Strickland

•Board of Education District 

4 (non partisan race):Byron 

Lee

•Board of Education District 

5 (non partisan race): Brenda 

Moon

•Board of Education District 

5 (non partisan race): Cynthia 

Fortson

•Probate Court Judge (non 

partisan race): Cody Cross

Candidates qualify 

for local offices

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

County commissioners 

are considering a “Second 

Amendment Sanctuary” 

county resolution.

If passed, the board 

would give the sheriff the 

authority to determine 

the Constitutionality of 

all gun laws and whether 

such laws should be en-

forced in Madison Coun-

ty. That resolution was 

considered Monday and 

will be back before the 

commissioners March 30.

Sheriff Michael Moore 

said he’s not ever going 

to enforce any law that re-

quires him to go out and 

confiscate guns.

“If I got to come and 

take y’alls guns, I’m 

leaving the badge on the 

table,” said Moore. “I’m 

going home with my fam-

ily.”

Planning and zoning 

board chairman Lamar 

Hughston spoke in favor 

of the resolution, saying 

that he has been gathering 

information about making 

Madison County a sanctu-

ary county and then saw 

that the matter was on the 

BOC’s March 2 meeting 

agenda.

BOC members talk 
passionately about 
‘2nd Amendment 
Sanctuary’ resolution

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

A long-time City of 

Comer employee suffered 

a medical emergency and 

drove his personal truck 

into the front of the Bread 

Basket in downtown Com-

er Saturday shortly after 

9:20 a.m.

Jason Garrett, a volun-

teer fireman and utility 

worker for Comer, lost 

consciousness and drove 

his Dodge Ram truck into 

the Bread Basket, striking 

a man, who apparently 

suffered minor injuries.

Gary Hobbs of Carlton 

was in the store and pulled 

Garrett from the truck and 

began CPR.

“Everybody just jumped 

in quickly,” said Comer 

Mayor Jody Blackmon, 

who responded to the ac-

cident. “The mayor from 

Carlton, her husband 

(Hobbs) was here, and he 

started CPR immediately. 

There was a state trooper 

that was really close. He 

was here within a minute. 

And he started CPR and 

then within a matter of 

three or four minutes, we 

had full response. He was 

in a full code when we 

got here. First responders 

initiated CPR and used 

the AED (defibrillator) to 

revive him and got him in 

the truck.”

Blackmon said Tuesday, 

March 3 that Garrett is in a 

regular room at Piedmont 

Athens Regional Medical 

Center. He had a heart 

catherization Monday and 

three stints were put in. 

The mayor said Garrett is 

doing well. Blackmon said 

the quick response and the 

use of the defibrillator 

helped save Garrett’s life.

Debra Smith and Erin 

Threlkeld were working 

in the Bread Basket deli 

when the incident oc-

curred. They said a wom-

an and her three young 

grandchildren had just 

picked up a call-in order 

for biscuits. They were out 

of harm’s way prior to the 

crash.

“I was in the back and 

I heard a big crash and 

heard Debra holler, and 

I thought something had 

blown up,” said Threlkeld. 

“I walk around the corner 

and see the truck in here 

and my first thought was, 

‘Where are the kids that 

were in the store?’ And 

then I knew there was a 

gentleman at the counter 

who I had just given a dol-

lar to. And I was wonder-

ing where he was.”

Threlkeld said the man 

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The votes are being cast while the 

boxes are stacked high in the elec-

tions office.

Early voting in the U.S. Presiden-

tial Preference Primaries is under-

way. And Madison County Board 

of Elections and Registration Chair-

person Tracy Dean pleaded again 

with county commissioners this past 

week to provide more space for stor-

ing county elections equipment. She 

emailed commissioners about a lack 

of space, providing pictures of the 

crowded office space, then appearing 

before the board Monday, March 2 to 

seek help.

“I am sending you pictures of our 

new elections equipment,” wrote 

Dean to the BOC Feb. 28. “These 

pictures show only the equipment 

that is to be stored at our office. The 

other location (CID “criminal inves-

tigations division” building) is al-

ready full with 12 additional tabula-

tor /scanners, stands and poll workers 

cases and other essential equipment 

necessary to run an election.”

Dean said she hadn’t heard back 

from board members after previous 

pleas.

“I have sent numerous emails (in 

which some of you ask that I keep you 

Equipment storage remains an issue for elections office

The county elections office lobby is pictured on Feb. 28 after a deliv-
ery of new equipment. Early voting in the Presidential Preference 
Primary started March 2 in this room.

Where to put it all?

Man suffers medical emergency, 
drives into Bread Basket in Comer

A man suffered a medical emergency and drove his truck into the Comer Bread-
basket Feb. 29.

Surveillance footage shows the truck crashing into 
the store.
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