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In remembrance of Sept. 11, Ashely Childress’s fifth grade at Maysville Ele-
mentary School made thank-you cards and care packages for the Jackson 
County Sheriff’s Office. Pictured are: (L-R) Joseph Presley, Avery McCol-
lum, Sgt. Mike Goodyear, Hunter Nave, Emily Kooistra and Autumn Cooper.

Students honor law 

enforcement on Sept. 11The bridge on State Route 82 Spur over 

the North Oconee River opened to traffic 

Friday, Sept. 13.

The new bridge replaces a structure 

built over 60 years ago and features two 

12-foot lanes along with paved shoulders.

SR 82 bridge 

opens to traffic

The Jackson Herald is launching a new 

website starting Sept. 18.

The new site will include all the content 

from the newspaper, unlike the previous 

site which only included selected stories.

The website address will stay the same 

at JacksonHeraldToday.com.

For now, access to the site will remain 

free. But starting in early 2020, only 

newspaper subscribers will be able to ac-

cess content on the website.

“Once we go behind a paywall, you will 

have to be a subscriber to access the con-

tent,” said editor Mike Buffington.

For now, to access content on the new 

Herald launches 

new website

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Judge David R. Sweat will hear the two 

recall challenges filed by Hoschton mayor 

Theresa Kenerly and mayor pro tem Jim 

Cleveland.

No hearing date had been announced as 

of press time.

The issue started after Kenerly allegedly 

pulled a candidate for the city administra-

tor position because he is black and said 

the city wasn’t “ready for that.” Cleveland 

defended Kenerly in a news article and 

also expressed his views against interra-

cial relationships.

In the months following, citizens have 

continuously called for their resignation 

and a number of ethics complaints have 

been filed against them.

Judge Sweat to hear 

recall challenges

Facilities projects were the main topic 

of action at the Sept. 9 Jackson County 

Board of Education meeting.

After several months of discussion, 

the BOE named Lindsay Pope Brayfield 

Clifford & Associates, Inc. for architec-

tural and engineering services for the 

Empower College and Career Center. 

The firm will be paid an initial $20,000 

BOE approved 

firm for college 

& career center

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

All three school systems in Jackson 

County have now set their millage rates 

for the current year.

The Jefferson City School System kept 

its rate the same while the Commerce 

City School System increased its rate 

and the Jackson County School System 

lowered its millage rate.

Because the systems’ net tax digests 

Local school 

systems set tax 

rates for 2019

See Sweat, page 2A
See Taxes, page 2A

See Empower, page 2A

See Website, page 2A

A man allegedly attempted to strangle and 

smother a woman inside her apartment on 

River Walk Ln. on September 5. Jefferson Po-

lice Department officers found the man walk-

ing down Hwy. 11 where they arrested him.

The woman said Kolby Dean Quiett, 36, 46 

River Walk Ln., Jefferson, wanted to resume 

their dating relationship, but after she refused, 

he became angry and assaulted her.

Quiett allegedly punched the woman in the 

face, grabbed her by the throat and pushed 

her against a wall. The woman initially was 

able to escape, but Quiett caught her, alleged-

ly took her down and put a pillow over her 

face. When that didn’t work, he removed the 

pillow and used his hands to cover her mouth 

and nose.

The woman reportedly told officers she 

“was intending to die,” before she bit his pin-

ky finger. Quiett then ended the assault.

The woman said she was afraid to call 911 

because she claimed she was told she could go 

to jail for having contact with Quiett. There is 

a bond order in place prohibiting Quiett from 

having contact with the woman. She said she 

called 911 anyways because she feared for her 

life and Quiett left the residence. The officer 

noticed the apartment had been destroyed.

A Jackson County Sheriff’s Office dep-

uty later found Quiett walking on Hwy. 11 

near the Gwinnett Medical Clinic. Quiett 

resisted arrest until a Jefferson PD officer 

arrived and apprehended him.

Quiett made several threats to the officer 

on the way to the Jackson County Jail and 

even spit on him twice. He told the officer 

he would “get” him and said he was “243 

gang, down for life.” When asked what 

gang he was referring top, Quiett said the 

officer would “find out.”

Because of Quiett’s conduct, the officer 

turned the police sirens and lights on to 

rush to the jail faster. Quiett urged the offi-

cer to slow down, but continued to threat-

en officers. At the jail, Quiett continued to 

struggle with deputies. Quiett had to be 

restrained in a chair with a spit mask.

Quiett is charged with aggravated as-

sault, aggravated battery, obstruction 

of law enforcement officers, terroristic 

threats, aggravated stalking and criminal 

trespass.

Man attempts to smother woman

Jackson County is in 

the running for a “small- 

to medium size” indus-

trial project, the county’s 

economic development 

director said Friday, Sept. 

13.

The Jackson County 

Industrial Development 

Authority met in a called 

meeting Friday to consid-

er an incentive package 

for the company.

John Scott, vice presi-

dent of the Jackson Coun-

ty Chamber of Commerce 

and economic devel-

opment director for the 

county, characterized the 

project as “fast moving” 

and said the company 

may make a decision on a 

site within a week or two.

He said the company is 

considering two sites in 

Jackson County and one 

site near the county.

Scott said he was “pull-

ing together a small in-

centive package” Sept. 

13.

He said the company 

would make a capital in-

vestment of about $50 

million and would create 

about 50 jobs.

He said the county has 

known about the project 

for about six months.

Once the company 

makes a decision on a 

site, Scott said, “due dil-

igence” must be finished 

by the county and the 

company before a final 

decision is made.

County may get $50 
million investment

The City of Commerce 

increased its millage for 

the current budget year.

The council unanimous-

ly adopted a tax rate of 

3.886 mills Sept.16, slight-

ly higher than 3.817 mills 

last year.

Commerce’s tax rate was 

lowered in 2015 to 4.020 

mills and it stayed at that 

level for three years.

According to the “cur-

rent 2019 tax digest and 

5-year history of levy,” 

Commerce will get 

$747,342 in property taxes 

for FY2020, which started 

July 1. That would be an 

increase of $43,000 over 

FY2019, an increase of 

about 6 percent.

The city’s 2019 net tax 

digest is $192.3 million, up 

about $7.8 million over the 

2018 net tax digest.

PLANNING ITEMS

The council also denied 

one request for a variance 

and tabled a second re-

quest.

The tabled request is for 

a variance at 338 B. Wil-

son Rd. for storage units. 

Bryan and Tawana Wood 

requested a change so that 

a fence would not be re-

quired and asphalt paving 

would not be required in 

the middle of the units.

Tawana Wood told the 

council the building is 10 

feet high and the fence 

would be only six feet. 

She said the couple would 

commit to planting shrub-

bery around the structure 

to partially shield it from 

view.

Commerce millage going up slightly

See Commerce, page 2A

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

An unmarked grave 

turned up a surprise recently 

for utility workers in Pend-

ergrass.

Workers installing sewer 

lines along Mountain Creek 

Dr. in Pendergrass found 

a human skull, along with 

other bones, while back fill-

ing a hole along the road.

Work stopped immedi-

ately and the Pendergrass 

Police Department was 

called. The county coroner 

also came to the scene and 

reportedly told workers the 

skull belonged to an Afri-

can-American male.

Unsure about what to 

do with the skull, the crew 

told Pendergrass police ma-

jor Robert Larocque they 

would put it back with the 

other bones and rebury the 

remains.

Unearthing the skull was 

a surprise to the workers, 

but the homeowners at the 

site said it shouldn’t have 

been.

Donald and Vickie Under-

woord said they warned the 

city that an old graveyard 

existed in their front yard 

and that they hadn’t been 

notified by the workers, or 

city officials, when the skull 

was unearthed.

“What upset me about 

the situation is that we had 

been telling them there was 

a graveyard there,” said 

Vickie Underwood. “When 

I talked to (city manager) 

Rob (Russell) and (Mayor) 

Monk Tolbert, they said they 

weren’t aware of it. But the 

skull, when they unearthed 

it, they didn’t even bother 

to knock on our door to tell 

us. It’s been very upsetting, 

especially to my husband 

because of his background. 

I had to find out through a 

third-person and that’s why 

I wanted to make a report.”

The Underwoods also 

said the city now denies be-

ing told about the graves be-

fore the digging began and 

that they were told to keep 

the situation quiet. They 

said Officer LaRocque had 

been telling people the site 

was an old slave graveyard.

But Larocque said there 

hadn’t been a conspiracy to 

keep it quiet and he denied 

saying the graves were of 

slaves.

Mayor Tolbert said he 

wasn’t told about graves 

being on the property until 

after the incident.

“I never spoke to them,” 

Tolbert said. “The first 

I knew of it was when 

Skull unearthed in Pendergrass, origins unclear

Photo by Kyle Funderburk

A sign placed on by the Underwood family on top 
of the grave site where a skeleton was found. The 
sign claims the family was told by Pendergrass of-
ficials to keep the incident quiet.See Skull, page 2A

Visitation and 

funeral services 

have been an-

nounced for for-

mer state legislator 

and Commerce 

mayor Tommy 

Stephenson.

Visitation will 

Stephenson 

services set

STEPHENSON

See Stephenson, 

page 2A


