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Jackson County Parks 

and Recreation facilities 

have reopened this week. 

Facilities reopened May 

18, including all fields, re-

strooms, walking areas, 

playgrounds, as well as, 

some indoor facilities.

“In conjunction with the 

Governor’s orders, all pa-

trons must maintain social 

distancing and follow the 

guidelines issued by the 

CDC,” said county manager 

Kevin Poe. “JCPR staff will 

be sanitizing restrooms two 

times per day and the play-

grounds once per day.”

Poe said that team prac-

tices and organized games 

won’t begin until June 6.

“We are excited to be able 

to allow our citizens to en-

joy our great parks in Jack-

son County once again,” he 

said.

Jackson County rec facilities reopened

People flocked to Hurricane Shoals Park on Satur-
day as county parks and recreation facilities began 
to reopen for public use.

Seniors at Commerce High 

Schools will have a modified 

graduation ceremony this 

week on Friday, May 22 at 

Tiger Field at 8 p.m.

Each graduate will receive 

five guest tickets that they 

can distribute to family and 

friends.

The 88 graduates will be 

placed six feet apart on the 

field.

Attendees will be required 

to wear a mask. SK Battery 

donated 1,000 makes to the 

school for the event, officials 

said.

JCCHS/EJCHS

Students at Jackson County 

Comprehensive High School 

and East Jackson Compre-

hensive High School won’t 

have a traditional graduation 

in June as school leaders had 

hoped.

In a Facebook post from 

the system, superintendent 

April Howard said that state 

and CDC rules won’t allow 

a full-scale ceremony as is 

traditionally done for gradu-

ating seniors.

As a part of celebrating the 

senior classes, the system will 

host two graduating parades 

this week. Parade ceremo-

nies will be held Thursday, 

May 21 for EJCHS students 

and on Friday, May 22 for 

JCCHS students.

Seniors will also receive a 

survey this week about possi-

ble future events to celebrate 

their graduation.

JHS

Seniors at Jefferson High 

School will also hold a grad-

uation parade on Thursday, 

May 21, starting at 8 p.m. 

Graduates will drive from 

the high school parking lot 

around the academy, mid-

dle and elementary schools 

and back to the high school. 

Spectators are invited to line 

the route along Old Pender-

grass Rd., Dragon Drive and 

Hoschton St. for the event.

High schools 

to celebrate 

graduates 

this week

The number of COVID cases 

has started to show some slow-

ing in the state and locally.

Jackson County reported 132 

confirmed cases with 25 people 

having been hospitalized and 

three deaths as of Tuesday, May 

19. The number of confirmed 

cases is expected to go up as 

testing become more available.

Meanwhile, free testing con-

tinues this week in Commerce 

behind the Jackson County 

EMS Station 1 on South Broad 

Street. This is in the parking 

lot with the Jackson County 

Health Department and Lanier 

Tech.

Officials will be there 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. 

to 12 p.m. Officials recom-

mend you call the DPH hotline 

at (706)340-0996 before you 

come, but you can just drive up 

and get tested as well.

COVID 

update

Commerce High School 
recently teamed up with 
the Commerce Down-
town Development of-
fice to honor the senior 
graduating Class Of 
2020 in a way that every-
one could enjoy down-
town. Together with the 
help of local business 
Fit To A Tee, banners 
were printed for each se-
nior and staff from city’s 
public works depart-
ment hung the banners 
on the lamp posts on 
Elm and Broad streets.

HONORING 

COMMERCE 

SENIORS

One of Jefferson’s most historic in-

dustry buildings could get a major 

makeover following action on May 18 

by the Jefferson City Council.

The council approved a variance for 

the former Jefferson Cotton Mill to be 

redeveloped into a multi-use facility.

Although parts of the the former tex-

tile plant are currently being used by 

several businesses, including a furniture 

store, an antique store and an event cen-

ter, the project proposed by Blue Frog 

LLC would be a major redevelopment 

of the facility. It would include a home 

for The Jefferson Church, loft apart-

ments, businesses, an event venue and 

restaurants.

The variance request was to reduce 

the amount of parking mandated by city 

codes for the various businesses to be 

developed. The council also approved 

the closure of several streets in the area 

as part of the proposed project: Railroad 

Avenue from Lee Street to the railroad, 

and McKensie Avenue from Cobb Street 

to Epps Street. The project will include 

the re-paving of Epps Street from Lee 

Street to Lynn Avenue with the addition 

of sidewalks on one side of the street.

HISTORIC PART 
OF COMMUNITY

The mill dates to the late 1800s in Jef-

ferson and over the decades, became a 

powerful social, cultural, economic and 

political institution in the community. 

Like a lot of small, Southern towns in the 

early to mid-1900s, Jefferson became a 

“mill town” where life largely revolved 

around mill activities and resources.

It survived the Great Depression and 

after WWII, underwent expansion. That 

included the mill developing a “mill 

village” area for workers and providing 

funds and leadership for city cultural 

projects, such as a city pool, a day camp 

and the creation of the high school foot-

ball stadium. The mill was also a critical 

part of helping rural citizens transition 

from an agricultural background into the 

industrial workforce in the post-WWII 

era.

The Bryan family, which owned the 

mill, also put funds into the Jefferson 

City School System and provided school 

board leadership for many decades.

But the textile industry in the South, 

and the nation, suffered with the advent 

of off-shoring production to Mexico, 

China and other countries, a movement 

that began in the 1980s. By 2000, a lot 

Southern textile mills had closed due to 

Mill project gets city approval

A view of the old Jefferson Mills today looking north from Lee St.

This is a view of Jefferson Mills in the late 1930s or early 1940s be-
fore it had a major expansion in the late 1940s.

Long-time Jefferson 

School System superinten-

dent John Jackson tendered 

his resignation May 14 after 

23 years in the position. He 

is among the longest-serving 

superintendents in the state.

Assistant superintendent 

Donna McMullan was desig-

nated by the board to become 

the system’s superintendent 

starting July 1. The board 

has to announce its decision 

14 days before taking final 

action.

BOE chairman Ronnie 

Hopkins said the BOE may 

have a called meeting toward 

the end of May to take final 

action in naming McMullan.

JACKSON

Jackson, who retired once 

before and came back to the 

system under the 49 percent 

system, said he felt it was 

time for someone who has 

more technology experience 

to take over the jobs.

Jackson said that educa-

tion was today heavily inter-

twined with technology and 

that technology is “not in my 

wheelhouse.”

“It’s time to hand off to 

someone who knows more 

than I do,” he said.

Jackson’s contract ends 

June 31.

“It’s time for me to step out 

of the picture,” he said.

Jackson has been in edu-

cation for 47 years with 45 

of those in administrative po-

sitions. In the 1980s, he was 

principal at Jefferson High 

School before moving on 

to other jobs, eventually re-

turning as superintendent 23 

years ago.

Jackson said the long con-

tinuity of Jefferson’s leader-

ship was key to the system’s 

overall success, noting that 

three current members of the 

board of education were there 

when he was hired. Two oth-

er members of today’s BOE 

were students at JHS when 

Jackson was principal there.

OTHER ACTION

In other action at the BOE’s 

May 14 meeting, the board:

• heard that the system had 

received $180,600 from the 

federal CARES act due to the 

impact of the COVID virus.

Jackson retiring from Jefferson school system
Donna McMullan 

named as system’s 

new leader

Retiring Jefferson City 
Schools superintendent 
John Jackson and his 
successor, Donna Mc-
Mullan.

Phillip Powell has been 

hired as principal at Com-

merce Middle School starting 

with the upcoming school 

year.

Powell is currently the as-

sistant principal at Commerce 

High School with duties that 

include Curriculum/Instruc-

tion; FTE; Testing Coordina-

tor; Discipline; Professional 

Development Coordinator; 

Data Analysis Administrator; 

Special Education/504 Ad-

ministrator; and TKES obser-

vations.

Before coming to Com-

merce, Powell taught at 

Frankly County High School 

and at Mill Creek High 

School.

He is a graduate of Waldon 

University with a doctorate 

of educational leadership. He 

got his masters in teaching at 

the University of Florida nd 

his undergraduate at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina.

Powell and his wife, Joni, 

live in Commerce with their 

two children. Son Shan is cur-

rently a senior at CHS and he 

will be attending Kennesaw 

State in the fall. Daughter 

Powell named CMS principal

Phillip Powell

Residents of Hill Haven Nursing Home waved and smiled as family members and friends passed by in a 
parade for them last week. See more photos on Page 1B.

SMILES AND WAVES

See Mill, page 2A

See Jackson, page 2A

See Powell, page 2A


