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The coronavirus pandemic continued to 

exact a heavy toll on Winder Health Care 

and Rehabilitation over the past week as 

six more resident deaths due to COVID-19 

were reported, bringing the total number of 

fatalities at the nursing home to 13.

As of Monday, May 18, the Georgia De-

partment of Community Health had con-

firmed positive cases in 83 residents of 

the East May Street facility — more than 

two-thirds of the resident population there 

— and 26 employees since the start of the 

outbreak.

Of the 70 living patients who have been 

infected, several have recovered and been 

highlighted on the facility’s Facebook page, 

while many others have been asymptomat-

ic. Administrator Katy Callaway said 43 

residents are now considered recovered, 

and while some were still hospitalized as of 

Tuesday, only three currently at the facility 

are experiencing symptoms.

Most of the infected employees have re-

covered and been able to safely return to 

work under federal guidelines. Three are 

currently out sick and self-isolating, Call-

away said. She said a couple more test re-

sults are pending for residents whose fami-

lies wanted them to be retested.

“We are very sad about the residents 

we’ve lost and our hearts continue to go 

out to their families,” Callaway said. “With 

many of our residents recovering, we are 

hopefully about to come out on the other 

end of this, but there are still a lot of un-

knowns with this virus.”

Winder Health Care has been one of the 

hardest-hit facilities among the 366 cur-

rently listed by the DCH with at least one 

confirmed case. 

A pair of Winder compa-

nies are among more than 

220 across the state identi-

fied by Georgia Gov. Bri-

an Kemp’s office that are 

helping businesses obtain 

personal protective equip-

ment and other health care 

supplies to fight the spread 

of COVID-19.

The governor’s office on 

Monday, May 18, released 

an online interactive map 

and list of companies com-

piled by the Georgia De-

partment of Economic De-

velopment, which provides 

the location of each com-

pany and a user tool to sort 

supplies by category.

Adhesive & Equipment, 

Inc.: South, 745 West Wind-

er Industrial Pkwy., which 

provides sanitizing spray, 

and Country Innovation & 

Supply, 610 Summerfield 

Ct., which provides hand 

sanitizer wipes, are the list-

ed Barrow County business-

es.

Adhesive & Equipment 

can be reached at 770-307-

0942. Country Innovation 

& Supply can be reached at 

770-561-5285.

The map can be found on-

line at https://www.georgia.

org/covid19suppliersmap. 

Businesses are encour-

aged to use the list as a free 

source. The list remains dy-

namic, and new businesses 

will be added periodically, 

according to a news release.

“When we asked Geor-

gia businesses to aid with 

needed supplies in our fight 

against COVID-19, they an-

swered that call. I thank all 

of the hardworking Geor-

gians and businesses who 

have made these supplies 

available,” Kemp said. “We 

are all in this together, and 

this new resource will help 

Georgia companies source 

the supplies necessary for 

keeping their employees 

and customers safe, while 

remaining open for busi-

ness.”

If your company can help 

with critical healthcare sup-

plies and is interested in be-

ing included on the Georgia 

Suppliers Interactive Map 

and List, please complete 

the form at https://www.

georgia.org/covid19re-

sponse.
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Northeast Georgia Health 

System is among several 

hospitals across the state to 

receive an allotment of the 

drug remdesivir. The med-

icine is being used to treat 

COVID-19 patients with se-

rious symptoms.

The Georgia Department 

of Public Health (DPH) re-

cently distributed an initial 

allotment of the drug rem-

desivir received from the 

federal government. Geor-

gia received 30 cases, with 

40 vials of the drug per case, 

enough to treat about 110 

patients, depending on the 

duration of an individual’s 

treatment.

“Remdesivir is an antivi-

ral medicine being used to 

treat hospitalized patients 

with serious symptoms 

caused by COVID-19 like 

low oxygen levels or pneu-

monia,” according to a DPH 

news release. “It has been 

found to shorten the dura-

tion of disease in patients 

being treated in inpatient 

hospital settings. Remde-

sivir is given intravenously 

NGHS 
receives 
supply of  
remdesivir

Prayers for Winder Health Care

COVID-19 death toll among Winder Health Care residents now at 13

Administrator: 43 

residents have recovered
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Marsha McIntyre, 91, left, and Joyce Grizzle wave to the crowd below as community 
members gathered for a prayer service in the parking lot at Winder Health Care 
and Rehabilitation Center on Thursday, May 14. The prayer service was held to 
give hope as the community prayed for the novel coronavirus to be cured all over 
the world. McIntyre and Grizzle have both tested positive for the coronavirus but 
are asymptomatic.See Virus, page 3A

See Supply, page 3A
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Trinity Baptist Church of Auburn pastor Frankie Green prayed for a cure for the coronavirus at a 
service held at Winder Health Care and Rehabilitation Center on Thursday, May 14. The nursing home 
on East May Street has been hard-hit as 13 residents had died as Monday, May 18. Another 70 residents 
and 26 employees have tested positive for COVID-19 since the start of the outbreak. The event was 
organized by April and Heath Kennedy of Carter Hill Christian Church and members of Bethlehem 
Church. Leaders of Winder Health Care announced they received a State of Georgia Department of 
Community Health COVID-19 Communicative Technology grant to incorporate smart devices into the 
facility to connect residents to their family back at home. See more photos online at barrownewsjour-
nal.com.

COMMUNITY PRAYER SERVICE HELD FOR WINDER HEALTH CARE

McKinnley Arrington, 4, was one of the many visi-
tors who gathered to pray for a cure for the coro-
navirus at Winder Health Care and Rehabilitation 
Center on Thursday, May 14.

Hilary Hendrix of People’s Baptist Church in 
Flowery Branch sang songs of worship during the 
community prayer that was held at Winder Health 
Care and Rehabilitation on Thursday, May 14. She 
is the daughter of Chris Hulsey, pastor of People’s 
Baptist Church.

The community came together for a prayer ser-
vice for a cure for coronavirus. The prayer service 
was held in the parking lot at Winder Health Care 
and Rehabilitation on Thursday, May 14.

Young ones wore their masks as they gathered for 
prayer at Winder Health Care and Rehabilitation 
on Thursday, May 14.


