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Recall effort 

collects required 

signatures

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The Supreme Court of 

Georgia has denied an ap-

peal by Hoschton mayor 

Theresa Kenerly, chal-

lenging a decision made 

in a local court that allowed 

the recall effort against her 

to move forward.

Kenerly came under fire 

in May for reportedly not 

including a candidate for 

city administrator because 

he is black and she didn’t 

think the city was “ready 

for that.” In a news story, 

mayor pro tem Jim Cleve-

land defended Kenerly and 

expressed his views against 

interracial relationships.

The backlash against the 

two public officials was 

swift, with citizens filing 

numerous ethics com-

plaints and calling for their 

resignations. When that 

didn’t happen, a group of 

citizens began pursuing a 

recall.

Both Kenerly and Cleve-

land challenged the effort in 

the Superior Court of Jack-

son County, but visiting 

Judge David Sweat ruled 

they could both move for-

ward. In response, Kener-

ly’s attorney filed an appeal 

with the Supreme Court of 

Georgia in October, but the 

request was denied.

 

RECALL  

MOVING FORWARD

Meanwhile, the recall 

effort against Kenerly and 

Cleveland has crossed the 

next hurdle in the process. 

Organizers have reported-

ly collected the required 

signatures of 30-percent 

of registered voters in 

Hoschton.

Once those signatures 

are verified by the Jackson 

County Board of Elections, 

a special election will he 

held on whether to remove 

Kenerly and Cleveland 

from office.

The City of Hoschton 

will hold a special called 

meeting on Nov. 25 at 

5:30 p.m. at city hall to 

discuss changes it wants to 

make in its city charter.

Any changes to the char-

ter have to be approved by 

the Georgia General As-

sembly, which begins meet-

ing in January. Local legis-

lators Rep. Tommy Benton 

and Sen. Frank Ginn have 

to sign off on the changes 

and introduce legislation to 

amend the charter.

Hoschton attorney Thom-

as Mitchell told the council 

on Nov. 12 that if changes 

are going to be made to the 

charter, the effort needs to 

begin soon. He said Rep. 

Benton would like to have 

the changes by the third 

week of January to get the 

legislation drafted and into 

the legislative process.

Mitchell specifically 

mentioned previous discus-

sions to have the city move 

to a city manager form of 

government. That form 

generally empowers a hired 

city manager to run the day 

to day affairs of the city. 

Currently, Hoschton’s may-

or has those duties.

Two years ago, the town 

created a city administra-

tors position as a first step 

toward professionalizing 

the city’s governance.

Council member Hope 

Weeks suggested that two 

council members form a 

committee to do an early 

draft for the possible chang-

es, but Mayor Theresa Ken-

erly indicated she wants the 

entire council working on 

charter changes.

ASTIN QUESTIONS 

BENTON’S INPUT

New council member 

Shantwon Astin wanted to 

know how much say Rep. 

Benton has in the city’s 

charter changes.

“How much input does 

he have?” Astin asked. 

“He’s not a resident of the 

city, he’s just a representa-

tive, not a resident. So how 

much input does he have?”

When told that Benton 

had been handling charter 

amendments for years, As-

tin continued to question 

how much input Benton 

should have in the process.

“Regardless of how long 

he’s been doing it and 

whatnot, he’s not a mem-

ber of the city,” Astin said. 

“The only thing he has to 

do is take it to (the state) 

and review and revise it.”

But Mitchell pointed out 

that Benton is the one who 

will decide whether or not 

to introduce legislation to 

change the charter.

“The legislature isn’t 

going to adopt local leg-

islation unless the local 

delegation is unanimous 

(in support), Mitchell said. 

“That’s the general practice 

in the legislature.”

Astin still wanted to 

know the limits of Benton’s 

input.

“What does he have the 

power to change verses 

what we put forward... will 

it need to be to his satisfac-

tion verses the general con-

sensus of the people in the 

city?” Astin asked.

By way of example of 

Benton’s possible input, 

Mitchell said that Benton 

had suggested in the past 

that the city have coun-

cil members elected from 

individual wards and not 

at-large. But Mitchell said 

he believes the town is too 

small for council members 

to be elected by wards. He 

said that it would be pos-

sible for one large subdi-

vision to dominate the city 

under a ward-based system.

Legally, Benton could in-

sist on such a change before 

he agrees to introduce city 

charter legislation.

The called meeting on 

Nov. 25 to discuss the city 

charter is in addition to a 

called meeting on Nov. 21 

at 5:30 at city hall to dis-

cuss the 2020 budget and 

Hoschton to discuss changing its charter

Shantwon Astin (center) was sworn into office as 
a member of the Hoschton City Council on Nov. 

12 by city attorney Thomas Mitchell (right). Astin’s 

wife holds the Bible and looks on as her husband 

takes the oath of office. Astin was elected to office 
on Nov. 5.

Adam Ledbetter (center) takes the oath of office 
as a member of the Hoschton City Council on Nov. 

12. Ledbetter was sworn in by city attorney Thom-

as Mitchell (right) as his wife holds the Bible and 

looks on.

See Hoschton, page 3A

Early voting is coming 

up for the Dec. 3 Braselton 

Town Council District 1 

runoff election. Incumbent 

Becky Richardson faces 

challenger Richard Mayber-

ry in that election.

Early voting will be held 

Nov. 25-27 from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m.

On Election Day, Dec. 

3, polls will be open from 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Both early and Election 

Day voting will be held in 

the Braselton Police and 

Municipal Court building at 

5040 Hwy. 53, Braselton.

Early voting nears  

for Braselton runoff
Braselton celebrates the holidays

Photo by Wesleigh Sagon

Gage Findley, 6, Luke Hughes, 4, Taylor Hughes, 4, and Jake Hughes, 7, visited Santa during Bra-

selton’s annual holiday festival. See more on page 3.

Kenerly appeal denied

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A new development may 

soon bring new life to an 

old section of vineyards in 

Braselton.

The Braselton Planning 

Commission voted Nov. 18 

to recommend approval of 

a master plan change for a 

planned unit development 

on 57 acres off Hwy. 124.

The Braselton Town 

Council will hold a hearing 

on the request Dec. 5 with a 

possible vote Dec. 9.

Fountainhead Residential 

Development, LLC, plans 

to construct 118 apartments, 

24 townhouses and 114 de-

tached single-family lots.

Apartments are planned 

Planners OK large 

residential project 

off Hwy. 124

See Planners, page 3A

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Around 460 new homes 

could start going up in the 

West Jackson area after two 

rezonings got the green light 

from the Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners on 

Nov. 18.

The largest project is slat-

ed for 308 single-family 

houses on 130 acres on Gum 

Springs Church Rd. The 

project was rezoned from 

A-2 to R-2 and a special use 

for a master plan subdivi-

sion was also approved for 

the project.

Developer Barry Lord 

said the project would be 

done in phases over several 

years.

One person spoke in op-

position to the rezoning, 

citing concerns about traf-

fic and population increase. 

The development is across 

the road from the large 

Traditions community and 

not far from West Jackson 

Middle School and Gum 

Springs Elementary School.

The second major resi-

dential rezoning approved 

by the BOC on Nov. 18 was 

for 89 acres at 8308 Hwy. 

53 Braselton for 151 sin-

gle-family houses. The proj-

ect is being done by McKin-

ley Homes.

The BOC amended one 

condition for the project 

that would allow developers 

to have 70 percent contigu-

ous greenspace rather than 

75 percent. When McKinley 

filed for the rezoning, the 

county didn’t have the 75 

percent regulation in place.

OTHER  

REZONING ACTION

In other rezonings, the 

BOC approved:

• rezoning 2.3 acres at 

5799 Maysville Rd. Com-

merce from A-2 to CRC 

(commercial) as requested 

by Nelson Merlos.

460 new houses OK’ed 

for West Jackson

See BOC, page 3A


