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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

The City of Hoschton 

could get a new city hall 

building.

Mayor Shannon Sell told 

the city council on Nov. 9 

that he wants to start work-

ing on ideas for a new city 

hall building.

“Unless anybody tells me 

to stop, I’m going to start 

gathering some serious in-

formation on putting a city 

hall building here next to 

us,” Sell said. “I want to 

start talking to engineers, 

surveyors and we’ll do some 

measuring, getting some 

true ideas, maybe getting an 

architect. I can sketch plans, 

but there are a lot of require-

ments.”

Council member Shant-

won Astin asked about pos-

sibly moving city hall to the 

“outskirts” of town so that 

the downtown area could be 

retail businesses.

“I think that day’s com-

ing,” Sell said.

The mayor said that if a 

new city hall were built next 

to the existing building, it 

would be designed to be 

used for other purposes in 

the future.

“I just kinda want to get 

the ball rolling,” Sell said of 

the effort.

PLAT ISSUE

The council is slated to 

vote on the preliminary plat 

for Twin Lakes Phase 4 at 

its meeting on Nov. 16.

The city has been em-

broiled in litigation with 

Kolter, the developers of 

Twin Lakes, over impact 

fees and has been holding 

up approval of the plat for 

several weeks.

On Nov. 9, Sell said the 

city has all the information 

it needs and will vote on the 

plat issue next week.

The council has not dis-

cussed the plat in public, but 

has had several closed meet-

ings that were apparently 

about the issue and potential 

litigation.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business Nov. 9, 

the council discussed:

• buying exterior security 

By Angela Gary
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Visitors to area events may 

see a pop-up library that 

showcases resources offered 

by public libraries in Banks, 

Jackson and Barrow coun-

ties.

The Piedmont Regional 

Library System has a new 

truck, known as PuRL, that 

is being used as a pop-up 

library to go to community 

events.

Beth McIntyre, director 

of the Piedmont Regional 

Library System, says that 

PuRL (Pop-up Rolling Li-

brary) revamps the book mo-

bile program that was pop-

ular in the 1960s that took 

books out into communities. 

The modern version of the 

book mobile has a speaker 

system on the truck and of-

fers not only books but elec-

tronic services offered by the 

public libraries.

The Piedmont Regional 

Library System first began 

taking the pop-up libraries 

into the communities in 2016 

in a Honda Civic. The new 

truck is an improvement as 

it has much more space and 

offers more services.

“We can do anything you 

can do at the library,” says 

Kelli McDaniel, regional 

director and assistant direc-

tor of the Piedmont Library 

System. “You can check out 

books access the Internet and 

access our Apps.”

Library staff have taken 

the pop-up library to farm-

er’s markets, festivals, day 

care centers and senior citi-

zen’s centers.

“People were surprised to 

come upon us at day care 

centers and festivals and 

events,” McDaniel said

Alicia King, administra-

tive and outreach services 

coordinator, added, “We 

want the community to un-

derstand all that the library 

offers. We wanted to bring 

the library with us and show 

all that it offers. It offers so 

much more than books.”

Eight shelves are located 

on each side of the truck, 

which also features a sound 

system. The truck, a Ford 

250, also has a large storage 

area.

The process to get the 

truck began in 2018 when 

Pop-up Rolling Library takes 

libraries into communities
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The Piedmont Regional Library System has a new pop-up library that is tak-

en into the community to promote the public libraries in Banks, Jackson and 

Barrow counties. Shown with the truck are: (L-R) Beth McIntyre, director; Alicia 

King, administrative and outreach coordinator; and Kelli McDaniel, regional and 

assistant director.

See Libraries, page 2A

A Braselton woman faces charges 

after shooting a man with a BB gun 

over the weekend, resulting in seri-

ous injuries.

Hall County Sheriff’s Office dep-

uties arrested April Kathleen Dills, 

50, for aggravated assault, aggravat-

ed battery and battery for the Satur-

day, Nov. 7, incident at a house on 

Daylily Drive. All of the charges are 

under the Family Violence Act.

Deputies were called around 

Braselton woman 

charged after 

shooting man 

with BB gun

See Dills, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Northeast Georgia Health System 

has seen an uptick in COVID-19 

cases over the past week.

Across the hospital system, there 

are 109 positive COVID patients be-

ing treated as of Nov. 9, with 21 of 

those at Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center Braselton. That’s up from 

Nov. 2 when the hospital system was 

treating 81 COVID patients with 20 

of those at NGMC Braselton.

NGHS reports 2,717 patients have 

been discharged since the beginning 

of the pandemic. There have been 

386 deaths.

The hospital system reports 636 

occupied beds with 65 available as 

of Monday (Nov. 9). There are cur-

rently 144 occupied beds at NGMC 

Braselton with 22 available beds. 

COVID 

numbers 

up at NGHS

See COVID, page 2A

A divided nation has spoken 

and Democrat Joe Biden will 

become the 46th president of 

the United States.

The race was called around 

noon on Saturday, Nov. 7, as the 

results in Pennsylvania became 

clear with Biden taking that bat-

tleground state.

The Democratic presi-

dent-elect has also apparently 

taken Georgia, although those 

results aren’t yet official.

“Surprisingly, Georgia be-

came a key swing state as well 

with the results still undecided, 

but with Biden leading by a 

few thousand votes in the state, 

which has been dominated by 

the GOP for three decades,” 

said Jackson County Democrat-

ic Party chairman Pete Fuller. 

“The Jackson County Demo-

crats are incredibly proud of 

this state and our role in push-

ing Georgia into the status of 

being a blue state. Two years 

ago a massive organizational 

effort occurred that laid a good 

bit of the groundwork for this 

year. This year, Dems garnered 

20.1% of the Jackson County 

vote, an improvement of 4% 

from the 2016 16.1%.”

Jackson County voted strong-

ly for incumbent GOP President 

Donald Trump with around 

79% of the vote locally.

“As we continue to await re-

sults from all around the state 

and country, it’s clear where 

Jackson County stands,” said 

Jackson County GOP chairman 

T.J. Dearman. “Despite non 

stop, personal attacks coming 

from local democratic candi-

dates, the people of Jackson 

County saw right through it and 

reelected our Republicans by a 

whopping 80%.”

Biden wins 

presidency

See Election, page 2A

Hoschton may build new city hall

See Hoschton, page 2A

The Town of Braselton is 

hosting its first ever Cravin’ 

Bacon Walk.

“The Cravin’ Bacon Walk 

is a great way to explore 

downtown Braselton, fin-

ish up holiday shopping or 

just have a fun night on the 

town with friends,” town 

leaders said. “Squealer tick-

ets will include a map of 

trough stop locations where 

walkers will pick up a deli-

cious bacon treat from each 

participating business. All 

walkers will be eligible for 

a bacon themed gift basket 

drawing to be held the fol-

lowing day.”

This year’s event is 

planned Thursday, Dec. 3, 

from 4-9 p.m. in downtown 

Braselton.

The cost is $35 per person 

and participants should be at 

least 16 years old.

VIP tickets are also avail-

able and include bourbon 

tastings.

“In addition to receiving 

the delicious bacon bites at 

each trough stop, VIP tick-

ets will include special ac-

cess to our bourbon tasting 

rooms where they will get 

samples from some of the 

Around town

Tickets on sale  

for Braselton’s  

Cravin’ Bacon Walk

See Bacon, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Braselton leaders recently gave the go-ahead on a 

road naming and addressing ordinance, along with a 

handful of other routine items.

The Braselton Town Council voted Nov. 9 to approve 

the road ordinance.

Town manager Jennifer Scott said the town is cur-

rently in the service delivery strategy process with 

Jackson County and that the county requested Bra-

selton approve a uniform addressing and road naming 

ordinance. Since Braselton is located in four counties, 

the town’s ordinance is modified for that four-county 

area.

The ordinance formalizes the town’s existing process 

for naming roads (ensuring any road in town doesn’t 

exist anywhere else in the four counties; the process for 

naming streets after a person; road name changes; etc.).

“It meets all the county requirements,” Scott said. “It 

also kind of makes the process that we’ve been doing 

Braselton approves 

road ordinance, 

other routine items

See Braselton, page 2A


