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The Town of Braselton 

could seek bids by spring 

for a nearly 150-foot wide 

multi-use bridge over high-

ly-trafficked Hwy. 211.

The bridge, which would 

be built near the Mulber-

ry Walk shopping cen-

ter, would accommodate 

pedestrians, bike riders 

and golf carts. The bridge 

would be accessible by 

golf cart via a freight ele-

vator.

The town is finalizing 

the permitting process with 

the Georgia Department of 

Transportation (DOT).

“We’re still in permit-

ting, but we’re very close,” 

town manager Jennifer 

Scott said.

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Kurt Ward remembered the 

reaction of his family when he 

told them he was running for 

mayor.

“My wife kind of said, ‘Well, 

I asked you to get involved, but 

I didn’t know you’d get in-

volved this much,’” Ward said 

with a laugh.

Ward, a metro Atlanta native 

and 12-year Braselton resident, 

became the town’s sixth mayor 

after being sworn-in on Thurs-

day.

“We’re ready,” he said when 

asked about his feelings on 

starting his first term. “We’re 

prepared.”

The 49-year-old attorney has 

long been involved wherever 

he’s been, dating back to his 

youth in DeKalb County at Li-

thonia High School, where he 

was voted “Most Involved” by 

his senior class.

“You name it, I was kind 

of in it,” recalled Ward, who 

played soccer and wrestled at 

The new faces of Braselton 

Transportation 

Political spotlight: Kurt Ward

The area surrounding Bra-

selton continues to be among 

the hardest hit in the state in 

terms of COVID-cases as 

the highly-contagious omi-

cron variant continues to tear 

through the population.

As of Monday (Jan. 10), 

Jackson, Hall and Barrow 

counties all ranked in the top 

10 in the state in COVID cas-

es per 100,000, according to 

data released by the Georgia 

Department of Public Health.

COVID update 
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Kurt Ward (left) is 

sworn-in on Jan. 6 

as Braselton’s new 

mayor prior to the 

Braselton Town 

Council’s work ses-

sion. Ward is one of 

three newly-elected 

officals on the Bra-

selton Town Council.

Richard Harper (left) is sworn in on Jan. 6 as the new 

Braselton Town Council District 2 representative.

James Murphy (left) is sworn in as the new Bra-

selton Town Council’s District 4 representative.
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Georgia Bulldog attire was out in full force on Monday (Jan. 10) at Jackson County High School in an-

ticipation of Georgia and Alabama’s matchup in the College Football Playoff national championship 

game. Georgia won the game 33-18, securing the program’s first national title in 41 years. 

Cheering on the ‘Dawgs at JCHS

Braselton officials hope to bid-out Hwy. 211 pedestrian bridge by spring

Area has among highest 

COVID rates in state

See COVID, page 3A

Schools

A plan for a junior mid-

dle school at its Skelton 

Road campus got a green 

light at the Jan. 10 meet-

ing of the Jackson Coun-

ty Board of Education.

The move comes after 

weeks of intense discus-

sions among the board 

and system leaders about 

how best to relieve over-

crowding at schools on 

the west side of the coun-

ty.

In December, the BOE 

and staff were leaning 

toward adding middle 

school classrooms on the 

campus of the Empower 

academy in Jefferson as 

a temporary solution to 

the overcrowding. But 

concerns about how that 

would impact the Em-

power campus, along 

with pushback by some 

parents and financial 

concerns pushed system 

leaders to look for an al-

ternative solution during 

the holiday break.

The result was a plan to 

build a “core” school fa-

cility on Skelton Rd. for 

grades 5-6 that will open 

in the fall of 2023. The 

core building will be the 

basic campus, but won’t 

have a gym or completed 

athletic fields and some 

of its labs will be unfin-

ished.

The 5-6 junior mid-

dle school configuration 

would give relief to both 

West Jackson Middle 

School’s massive over-

crowding and to west 

side elementary schools 

by shifting some 5th 

graders to the new facili-

ty. WJMS would become 

a 7-8 school.

FINANCIAL & 

TIMING CONCERNS

The reason for the 

scaled-down aspect of 

the new facility is cost. 

Jackson Co. BOE gives Ok to new junior 

middle school on Skelton Rd. site

See BOE, page 3A

See Bridge, page 3A

‘We’re ready’
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Kurt Ward became Braselton’s sixth mayor when 

he was sworn-in on Thursday (Jan. 6).

A look at Braselton’s new mayor, 

Kurt Ward, as he takes office

See Ward, page 7A


