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Even with coronavirus restric-

tions in place, locals will have a 

chance to enjoy some upcoming 

Christmas fun in and around down-

town Winder.

The City of Winder will be host-

ing its 72nd annual Christmas Pa-

rade from 5-8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 

12, in “reverse” fashion, where the 

floats and performances will be 

stationary and spectators can drive 

past them. The city decided on a re-

verse parade earlier this year to re-

main in compliance with the coro-

navirus restrictions and executive 

orders put in place by Gov. Brian 

Kemp.

The event will kick off with a 

ribbon-cutting at the newly-reno-

vated Jug Tavern Park by Mayor 

David Maynard, the city council 

and parade grand marshal Joslyn 

Stinchcomb, the Winder teen who 

is recovering from a pit bull attack 

in July that left her hospitalized in 

Atlanta for nearly three months. 

Spectators will then be able to drive 

through the various locations where 

floats and performances will be 

staged at any time they choose. A 

map is available at www.winder-

downtown.com and on “The City 

of Winder” Facebook page.

Masks are “strongly encouraged” 

for those attending the ribbon-cut-

ting and walking around downtown.

“Grab a bite to eat downtown, do 

a little holiday shopping with our 

local small businesses, and cruise 

around to enjoy all of the Christmas 

lights, performances and music,” 

organizers said.

In addition to the parade, there 

will also be socially-distanced vis-

its with Santa Claus at the historic 

train depot, a live drive-thru nativi-

ty at Winder First United Methodist 

Church (6:30-8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 

11, and 5-8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12) 

and various performances at The 

Plaza at Jackson and Jug Tavern 

Park.

For the visits with Santa, chil-

dren will be allowed to take their 

pictures with Santa through a fence 

and drop off letters.

More than 70 local businesses 

and organizations are participating 

in this year’s festivities, according 

to a city news release.

Reverse Christmas parade, other events planned this weekend

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

After a little more than 4.5 years in Barrow County, 

Mike Renshaw is stepping down as county manager 

to take a similar position in Colorado.

The Barrow County Board of Commissioners ap-

proved Renshaw’s resignation following a closed ses-

sion at the end of its Tuesday, Dec. 8 meeting. His last 

day with the county will be Jan. 12. The board also 

approved an employment agreement with outgoing 

Walton County Board of Commissioners chairman 

Kevin Little to serve as interim county manager start-

ing in January.

Renshaw did not say after Tuesday’s meeting which 

management position in Colorado he had taken since 

it has not been officially approved or announced, but 

he said it is located south of Denver.

“It’s a big move geographically, but I’m looking 

forward to the opportunity,” Renshaw said. “I’ve got 

about maybe 10 more years left I want to do this line 

of work. Throughout my career, I’ve always looked 

for good fits and (Barrow County) was one in 2016. 

It’s been a great experience. I want to thank the board 

for their support and it’s been great working with all 

of the staff. This will be a new experience and a new 

challenge for me.”

Renshaw, who came to Barrow County in May 

2016 from Camden County, North Carolina, has been 

a finalist for several jobs around the country over the 

last couple of years. In July, he was selected for the 

top administrative post for the Village of Palmetto 

Bay in Florida but chose not to take the position af-

ter contract talks broke down. He was also a finalist 

earlier this year for the city manager position in Las 

Cruces, New Mexico.

In Renshaw’s resignation letter to the commission-

ers dated Tuesday, he touted a few accomplishments 

during his tenure, including “the modernization” of 

many of the county’s processes and procedures” and 

the voter-approved SPLOST renewal in 2017 that has 

led to the expansion of Victor Lord Park, a new waste-

water treatment facility and additional funding for 

road improvements.

“I also want to express my sincere respect and ap-

preciation for the dedicated staff that I have had the 

pleasure of serving with,” Renshaw wrote. “Without 

their commitment to excellence and collaborative 

spirit, many of our accomplishments would not have 

come to fruition.

“It has been my honor to have had the privilege of 

serving you and the residents of Barrow County, and I 

wish you all much future success.”

Little, who will take over as interim county man-

ager, has spent the last 20 years as chairman of the 

Walton County Board of Commissioners but chose 

not to seek re-election this year to a sixth term. He 

is a lifelong resident of Walton, according to a short 

online biography on his commissioner page.

Details of the employment agreement with Little 

were not immediately available Tuesday night.

2 dead, 1 injured in fire

Two people died and another was crit-

ically injured in a trailer home fire on 

Wages Road in Auburn on Friday morn-

ing, Dec. 4.

The two deceased victims were a 

58-year-old man and 48-year-old wom-

an, according to a news release from the 

Office of the Georgia Commissioner of 

Insurance and Safety Fire. The person 

who was transported to the hospital is a 

70-year-old man.

Authorities had not released the names 

of the two deceased victims, and no fur-

ther updates were available on the condi-

tion of the injured person as of Monday 

afternoon, Dec. 7.

According to a Barrow County Emer-

gency Services news release, fire crews 

responded to the fire in the 300 block of 

Wages Road just after 10:45 a.m. Friday.

“Upon arrival of our crews, it was de-

termined that there were possible vic-

tims trapped inside the home,” BCES 

spokesman Capt. Scott Dakin said. “The 

home had heavy black smoke through-

out, making visibility impossible in the 

home.”

Firefighters made entry into the home 

to conduct a search-and-rescue mission 

and quickly found one person, who was 

pulled out of the home and transported 

immediately to a local hospital.

Crews continued to search the home 

for other victims and found “extreme 

heat and heavy smoke conditions 

throughout the home,” according to the 

release.

Crews were pushed back out of the 

home when the roof collapsed due to 

the spread of the fire. Access was made 

through a bedroom window in order to 

continue the search. Two more victims 

were found inside the home and were 

found to be deceased upon being re-

moved.

“Our firefighters faced a real challenge 

in conducting this search and worked 

hard to pull the victims from the home,” 

Dakin said. “They did everything possi-

ble to give the victims a chance. The loss 

of life is tragic and we are praying for 

the families that lost loved ones.”

The Fire Investigation Team respond-

ed to the scene to conduct an origin and 

cause investigation. Due to there being 

fatalities and injuries as a result of the 

fire, the Georgia State Fire Marshal’s 

Office also sent investigators to assist in 

the investigation. The investigation was 

ongoing as of Monday, Dec. 7.

The two deaths were the 83rd and 

84th fire-related fatalities in Georgia this 

year, according to the insurance com-

missioner’s office.

Cause remains under investigation

Photo courtesy Barrow County Emergency Services

A trailer home fire on Wages Road in Auburn on Friday, Dec. 4, killed two peo-
ple and left a third person critically injured.

Early voting for the Jan. 5 

runoff election begins Mon-

day, Dec. 14, in Barrow 

County. Monday, Dec. 7, 

was the final day to register.

Voters will be deciding 

between candidates for both 

of Georgia’s U.S. Senate 

seats and a Georgia Public 

Service Commission seat.

Republican incumbent 

Sen. David Perdue is seek-

ing a second term and is be-

ing challenged by Democrat 

Jon Ossoff. Perdue narrow-

ly edged Ossoff in the Nov. 

3 general election, but failed 

to get over the 50-percent-

plus-one threshold required 

to avoid a runoff.

In the other race, Repub-

lican Sen. Kelly Loeffler is 

seeking her first full term 

after being appointed to the 

seat last year and is being 

challenged by Democrat 

Raphael Warnock. Loeffler 

and Warnock were the top 

two vote-getters in the “jun-

gle primary” special elec-

tion, which featured more 

than 20 candidates on the 

same ballot in November.

A runoff election for the 

Georgia Public Service 

Commission race between 

Republican incumbent Lau-

ren “Bubba” McDonald 

and Democratic challenger 

Daniel Blackman will also 

be on the ballot after the 

originally-scheduled De-

cember runoff for that race 

was postponed by a month 

to coincide with the Senate 

elections.

In-person advance voting 

will be held Dec. 14-31, 

Mondays through Fridays, 

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 

the county elections office, 

233 East Broad St., Winder. 

There will be no Saturday 

voting, and the elections 

office will be closed Christ-

mas Eve and Christmas 

Day, Dec. 24-25, and New 

Year’s Day, Jan. 1.

Voting on Jan. 5 will be 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 

In-person 
early voting 
for runoff  
begins 
Monday

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

Barrow County set a record for most dai-

ly reported coronavirus cases Friday, Dec. 

4, and Northeast Georgia Health System re-

ported that no more beds were available at 

Northeast Georgia Medical Center Barrow 

in Winder on Friday morning, as the latest 

nationwide COVID-19 peak continued to 

slam northeast Georgia.

On the same day that the Georgia De-

partment of Public Health reported a daily 

record of 5,023 cases around the state, 52 

new cases were confirmed in Barrow Coun-

ty — surpassing the previous high mark 

reached on May 10 — while the seven-day 

rolling average of new daily cases reached 

a high of 38.1 on Monday, Dec. 7. There 

have now been 3,520 cases confirmed in 

Barrow since the start of the pandemic, 

and 59 county residents have died, with the 

most recently-reported death on Nov. 30.

In another sobering development, NGHS 

has continued to report record numbers of 

COVID-positive patients across its facili-

ties, including a high mark of 209 on Sat-

urday, Dec. 5. As of Tuesday morning, Dec. 

8, the system had 208 patients positive for 

COVID-19 and another 58 who were await-

ing test results.

Those Tuesday numbers included nine 

COVID-positive patients at NGMC Bar-

row, tied for the most in a day since May 

19. Only four of NGMC Barrow’s 38 beds 

were reported available Tuesday morning, 

while there were no ICU beds available at 

NGMC Braselton, where most people with 

critical COVID cases in Barrow are typical-

ly transported.

NGHS officials have warned that the 

numbers of people in need of care and test-

ing will continue to increase in the coming 

weeks. And even with promising news that 

prospective vaccines are nearing federal 

approval and officials believe distribution 

work could begin later this month, CDC di-

rector Robert Redfield said last week that 

this winter could be “the most difficult in 

the public health history” of the U.S.

“Both the percentage of tests coming 

back positive and the number of people 

who need to be admitted to the hospital 

have been steadily climbing all month,” 

said Dr. Clifton Hastings, chief of medical 

staff for NGHS, in a news release Dec. 1. 

“We’re headed for a new peak and the only 

question is, how high will this peak be?”

As of Tuesday, the seven-day rolling av-

erage for positive results out of tests admin-

istered at NGHS facilities was 20.75 per-

cent, remaining at the highest daily levels 

since mid-August.

Barrow continues to feel impact of  COVID surge

See COVID, page 2A

See Voting, page 2A

Renshaw stepping 

down as Barrow 

County manager


