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A local man is in custody after the body of 

a woman reported missing out of Gwinnett 

County was found buried in the crawlspace 

of a residence at 31 Tanners Bridge Rd., 

Bethlehem, on Tuesday, April 6.

According to a Barrow County Sheriff’s 

Office news release late Tuesday afternoon, 

April 6, authorities served a search warrant 

Tuesday morning at the residence and found 

the body of Kim Mason there.

A man named Adam Heard was arrested 

in connection with the incident and has been 

charged with concealing the death of anoth-

er, tampering with evidence, possession of a 

firearm by a convicted felon, theft by taking 

– motor vehicle, theft by taking and proba-

tion violation. He was at the Barrow County 

Detention Center awaiting his first court ap-

pearance as of Tuesday afternoon.

No further information was released by 

the sheriff’s office Tuesday afternoon, but 

there are possible additional charges pend-

ing “based upon the outcome of the autop-

sy,” officials said.

The sheriff’s office is being assisted by 

the Gwinnett County Police Department 

and Georgia Bureau of Investigation on the 

case.

Missing woman found dead in Bethlehem home, man taken into custody

More than 19,000 

COVID-19 vaccines have 

been administered in Bar-

row and roughly 9 percent 

of the county’s residents 

are now fully vaccinated, 

according to the latest num-

bers from the Georgia De-

partment of Public Health, 

but the county continues to 

lag behind much of the state 

in vaccination rate.

As of Tuesday after-

noon, April 6, 7,378 Bar-

row Countians had received 

both vaccine doses, while 

another 11,894 (15 percent) 

had received at least one 

dose.

The county’s full vacci-

nation numbers likely got a 

boost last week, when more 

than 1,000 Barrow County 

School System employees 

received their second shot, 

but the rate will need to pick 

up in order for most people 

in the county to be vacci-

nated by the end of May, a 

goal that has been set by the 

Biden administration.

All Georgians 16 years 

and older are eligible for a 

vaccine. To locate vaccine 

providers (including phar-

macies and health depart-

ments) and to learn how to 

schedule an appointment, 

go to https://dph.georgia.

gov/covid-vaccine.

Meanwhile, six new 

coronavirus cases were 

confirmed among county 

residents by the DPH on 

Tuesday, and the seven-day 

average of new daily cases 

has sat between 7-8 the last 

two weeks. There have been 

126 deaths among county 

residents confirmed by the 

state.

Barrow 
lagging 
behind in 
vaccine rate

The Barrow County School System is set 

to receive roughly $19.9 million as part of 

the recently-signed federal American Rescue 

Plan aimed at COVID-19 relief and econom-

ic stimulus.

The money stemming from the massive 

$1.9 trillion spending plan will provide 

the school system a much larger trove than 

the more than $2.3 million it got last year 

through the 2020 CARES Act legislation 

and a second round of CARES Act funding 

allocated in January that totaled about $8.9 

million.

Combined, Georgia’s public school sys-

tems are receiving a little more than $3.8 bil-

lion through the new legislation, according to 

figures from the state education department.

Districts are required set aside at least 20 

percent of the funds they receive to address 

student learning loss. The remaining funds 

are flexible and can be used to support at-

risk student populations, distance/remote 

learning, school meals, mental and physical 

health, supplemental learning and addressing 

learning loss, facilities and equipment, con-

tinuity of core staff and services, and more, 

according to a Georgia DOE news release.

“These funds will help Georgia schools 

address learning loss and ensure the safety of 

students, staff, and families,” state school su-

perintendent Richard Woods said in a state-

ment. “I encourage all school districts to take 

advantage of these resources to continue or 

expand safe in-person learning options for 

students.”

Some more specific items the funds may 

be used for include:

•avoiding layoffs and hiring additional ed-

ucators to address learning loss, providing 

support to students and existing staff, and 

providing sufficient staffing to facilitate so-

cial distancing in schools.

•implementing strategies to meet the so-

cial, emotional, mental health and academic 

needs of students hit hardest by the pandem-

ic, including through evidence-based inter-

ventions and critical services like communi-

ty schools.

•funding crucial summer, after-school, and 

other extended learning and enrichment pro-

grams.

•hiring additional school personnel, such 

as nurses and custodial staff, to keep schools 

safe and healthy.

•providing for social distancing and safety 

protocols on buses.

•funding for Wi-Fi hotspots and devices 

for students without connectivity for remote 

learning and supporting educators in the ef-

fective use of technology.

“This pandemic has taken an extraordi-

nary toll on students, parents, educators, 

and schools, and we know that our schools, 

students, and communities need help now to 

reopen safely and quickly, and to stay open,” 

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona 

said in a statement. “These funds from the 

American Rescue Plan and the extraordinary 

steps the Department is taking to get these 

Barrow schools to 
get close to $20M 
in new federal 
COVID relief, 
stimulus funds

See Funds, page 2A

‘Laying a foundation’

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

The developers of a planned res-

idential community off Carl-Beth-

lehem Road next to the Barrow 

Crossing Shopping Center will 

have to wait a little longer on a 

Winder City Council decision over 

whether to modify zoning condi-

tions that would help their goal of 

changing the development from a 

mix of apartments and townhomes 

to all townhomes.

During its Tuesday, April 6 meet-

ing, the council voted 5-1 — with 

councilman Sonny Morris opposed 

to councilman Chris Akins’ motion 

— to table the requests after Akins 

and councilwoman Holly Sheats 

requested that the council have 

more time to review the applicants’ 

requested new conditions. The 

council is now scheduled to take 

the issue back up at its work ses-

sion scheduled for April 29, which 

would put the requests up for a vote 

at the May 4 council voting session.

Farm Development, LLP was 

granted a request last August to 

rezone 67 acres at 399 Carl-Beth-

lehem Rd., on the south side of 

Highway 316 and to the east of the 

shopping center, in order to build 

300 apartment units and 99 town-

homes, along with several ameni-

ties. But the developer has since 

switched gears and now intends 

to develop the property with 349 

townhomes and no apartments.

Because of that, the applicants 

are asking to reduce the required 

front- and side-yard setbacks from 

35 to 13 feet, which Lanham said 

would leave 25 feet between front 

of the house and sidewalks (allow-

ing for driveway and garage park-

ing) and would be in keeping with 

typical townhome developments.

They are also seeking relief from 

one of the conditions on the rezon-

ing and are now requesting elimi-

nating the planned 5,000-square-

foot clubhouse that would have 

been next to a swimming pool and 

instead having two separate pools 

with smaller cabanas. The planned 

nature trails, pedestrian paths and 

dog parks would remain as ameni-

ties.

The city planning board last 

month recommended denial of the 

setback request, but Shane Lan-

ham, an attorney representing the 

Winder council pushes back vote on requests for townhome development

See Winder, page 3A

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

Hailing it as a momentous day for the fu-

ture of business in Barrow County, local and 

state government and economic development 

officials, along with company representatives, 

held a groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday 

morning, April 6, for global home products 

manufacturer Spring Mountain Center’s future 

headquarters at Park 53 in Winder.

“Over the past year, we’ve been looking for a 

location we could call home, and we’ve found 

that home,” Spring Mountain Center CEO Jie 

Xiang said. “This will help lay a foundation 

to serve the next generation of customers and 

jobs here, both of which are vital to the health 

of the community, and this will lay the ground-

work for other businesses to build on this in-

frastructure.”

Tuesday’s groundbreaking came after Geor-

gia Gov. Brian Kemp and other state officials 

announced in January that SMC, an affiliate of 

another Chinese company, had chosen Barrow 

County for its new manufacturing and distri-

bution headquarters. 

The company, which will become the first 

tenant at the county’s industrial park at the 

intersection of highways 53 and 316, plans to 

invest $45 million and build its headquarters 

in three phases, eventually totaling 1.4 mil-

lion square feet. The company expects to hire 

a little over 200 employees over the next five 

years, with roughly half of those set to be em-

ployed when the first phase of 275,000 square 

feet opens by late 2022.

“We’re excited that they’re here. We’re ex-

cited that the folks who live in Barrow County 

will have an opportunity to join such a com-

pany,” Barrow County Chamber of Commerce 

president Tommy Jennings said. “The people 

who live here and will work here will be an 

asset (to the company). Shrinking the sup-

ply chain is an important part of business, 

and Spring Mountain Center has shown that 

foresight in bringing their manufacturing and 

distribution here. …We know that Barrow 

County won’t be successful if they’re not, so 

we will do everything we can to ensure that 

prosperity.”

“The opportunities (the company will) bring 

to our citizens will be immeasurable, but I 

know it will have a lasting impact on the com-

munity,” state Rep. Terry England (R-Auburn) 

added.

County officials, led by director of economic 

development Lisa Maloof, with the assistance 

Officials break ground on future Spring 
Mountain Center headquarters

Photos by Scott Thompson

A groundbreaking ceremony was held Tuesday, April 6, at the site of the future Spring 
Mountain Center manufacturing and distribution headquarters at Park 53 in Winder. 
The home products manufacturer plans to invest $45 million in opening the headquar-
ters over three phases and expects to hire more than 200 people over the next five years.

Lisa Maloof, Barrow County’s director 
of economic development, gives remarks 
during Tuesday’s groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for Spring Mountain Center.

Spring Mountain Center CEO Jie Xiang 
speaks during Tuesday’s groundbreaking 
ceremony.

See SMC, page 3A


