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Lavonia man 
arrested after 

stabbing

A Lavonia man was 

arrested after alleged-

ly stabbing two men on 

Bumpy Road. 

James Darryl Harrison, 

33, was charged with 

two counts of aggravat-

ed assault following an 

incident on Bumpy Road 

near Royston March 7.

Deputy Austin Shubert 

was dispatched along 

with officers regarding a 

stabbing. While en route, 

dispatchers told officers 

that Harrison was still on 

scene along with two vic-

tims with stab injuries.

Shubert parked his 

vehicle at the entrance to 

the address and observed 

a trail of blood every cou-

ple of feet leading to the 

rear of the residence. As 

he proceeded toward the 

rear of the home, he met 

two men he is familiar 

with from other encoun-

ters, the incident report 

noted. 

Both men had been 

stabbed. One man had 

a gash on his left shoul-

der blade. While render-

ing aid to him, Shubert 

questioned them about 

Harrison’s where-

abouts. They told him 

that Harrison had left 

the scene headed for 

Franklin County, along 

with a female who was 

probably driving the 

vehicle. 

Shubert found anoth-

er man who had been 

stabbed and had two ban-

dages on his left arm. 

EMS arrived to treat 

both victims. 

The men said Harrison 

arrived early “flying 

up Bumpy Road and 

the driveway” with the 

woman and appeared 

intoxicated when he got 

out and began to attack 

people.

The Hull-Sanford Elementary School Husky Step Team performs for the 
Madison County Board of Education and their family members in the 
school gym Tuesday night. 

Steppin’ Up!

School vaccines

The City of Comer will hold referendums 

for city residents Tuesday, March 16 on 

two alcohol-related questions, the first on 

whether alcohol can be sold by the drink in 

the city and the second on Sunday alcohol 

sales. 

•Shall the governing authority of the City 

of Comer be authorized to issue licenses to 

sell distilled spirits for beverage purposes 

by the drink, such sales to be for consump-

tion only on the premises? Yes or No

•Shall the governing authority of the 

City of Comer be authorized to permit and 

regulate Sunday sales of distilled spirits or 

alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes 

by the drink? Yes or No

Meanwhile, the City of Hull will hold 

a special election Tuesday between Rita 

Parham and Donna M. Sherrer-Gantt to fill 

a vacancy at Post 4 on the city council.

Comer holding alcohol vote Tuesday

They weren’t mining for gold. 

They were “mining” for macroinverte-

brates.

A group focused on environmental 

health surrounding a local power plant is 

also turning its attention to local water-

ways. And seven members of the Madison 

County Clean Power Coalition (MCCPC) 

met in Smithonia, Oglethorpe County, at 

Beaverdam Creek for their first day of 

intensive training, in order to become cer-

tified Adopt-A-Stream Volunteers. 

Madison County trainees are Wendy 

Meehan, Dave Ramsey, Gina Ward, Drago 

and Ruth Ann Tesanovich. Oglethorpe 

County trainees are John Robertson and 

Wendy Beck. Certified Trainer, Dr. Frank 

Carl, Science Advisor for the Savannah 

Riverkeeper is teaching the class, assist-

ed by Truck Carlson, Veterans for Clean 

Water Coordinator for Savannah River-

keeper.

There was a lot of talk and laughter Fri-

day as the group collected identified, and 

counted macroinvertebrates — organisms 

that lack a backbone and can be seen with 

the naked eye such as aquatic insects, mol-

lusks, and crustaceans. These organisms 

are impacted by all the stresses that occur 

Local citizens’ group turns 
focus to stream health

Adopt-A-Stream trainees search for macroinvertebrates at Beaverdam Creek.  
Photo by Zach Mitcham

See “Stream” on 3A

See “Personnel” on 3A

Bray named new 
Danielsville principal

Deana Bray was approved Tuesday night by the county 

school board as the new principal for Danielsville Elemen-

tary School. 

Bray, the current assistant principal at the school, replaces 

long-time Danielsville principal Angie Waggoner, who is 

retiring. 

“Ms. Bray has worked closely with the Staff at Danielsville 

over the last 20 plus years in every aspect of the school,” said 

Madison County School Superintendent Michael Williams. 

“She puts students first and will work well with teachers 

and continue to ensure student success at Danielsville. Ms. 

Bray has outstanding experience working with teachers and 

students across all grade levels and in special needs. She has 

been a loyal employee in our system and truly cares about 

the success of all students. Ms. Bray has a strong work 

ethic and she is a great instructional leader. Ms. Bray had 

the highest combined scores from the teacher, parent and 

administrative committees during the interview process. I 

look forward to working with her in this new role.”

Other personnel actions taken by the Madison County 

Board of Education Tuesday include: 

•Central office: hire Rae Anna Mayfield-Toman to 

replace L. Kuntz as school psychologist

•Colbert: approve Winfield Smith, long-term sub for D. 

Compton 

•Comer: approve Susie Andrews as a long-term sub for 

C. Knight, approve leave without pay for paraprofessional 

Heather Heath, hire Jade Walmsley to replace M. Sparks as 

a paraprofessional

•Early Learning Center: approve leave without pay for 

teacher Dale Duncan-Scoggins for two days in April

•Hull-Sanford: approve Becky Clark as a long-term spe-

cial ed sub, approve Kendra Cowart, long-term special ed 

sub, hire Daniel Eubanks as a Camp Raiders assistant, hire 

Jessica Holland as a Camp Raiders assistant, hire Kaylan 

Marlowe as a long-term sub for C. Dobbs, hire Rachel Pitt-

man as a long-term sub for L. Beasley

•Ila: hire Troy Butler to replace S. Graham for an After 

Danielsville hires new 
building inspector

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville has a new 

building inspector.

The council voted Monday 

night to hire Safe Built 

Georgia, LLC as the new 

building inspection company 

after the city’s former inspec-

tor retired. 

The contract renews annu-

ally and the rates are based on 

$90 per hour, with a two-hour 

minimum. Payne noted there 

may be an adjustment in the 

rate for the city’s health and 

safety inspections. She said 

both parties have agreed to 

work through this over the 

next few months to find the 

best solution.

In other business, the county 

agreed to approve the design 

and color scheme of the new 

LED city sign, as recom-

mended by Police Chief Cleve 

Williams.

The council also voted to 

adopt an amended intergov-

ernmental agreement between 

the Madison County Board 

of Elections and the city to 

handle city elections. The new 

agreement deals mainly with 

the annual fees for the voting 

equipment and possible future 

state requirements for voting 

equipment. 

Finally, the county voted to 

hire the Steedly Firm to han-

dle grant writing and admin-

istration with the USDA 

(United States Department 

of Agriculture) for the city’s 

recent loan/grant package to 

upgrade the sewer system. 

The fee is $16,000 to be paid 

in two installments. They 

also voted to hire Turnipseed 

Engineering to handle engi-

neering matters for the project. 

The sewer system project will 

spread over multiple years, 

with completion estimated to 

be February/March of 2023, 

according to Payne.

In other business, city 

clerk Susan Payne reported 

that the city received its first 

SPLOST (Special Purpose 

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County teachers 

will pull up their sleeves 

Friday to get their first dose 

of the COVID-19 vaccine.

School superintendent 

Michael Williams said Tues-

day that the school system 

is partnering with county 

health department to begin 

administering vaccines to 

370 school employees who 

have signed up for the vac-

cination.  

“We will administer the 

second dose of the vaccine 

at the appropriate time in 

April,” said Williams. 

“We’re still working with 

the health department on 

scheduling that.”

The superintendent 

thanked county nurse man-

ager Elizabeth Allen, EMS 

director Bobby Smith and 

assistant school superinten-

dent Mandy Wommack for 

coordinating the effort.

Wommack noted that 

teachers who haven’t signed 

up but have decided that 

they want to get vaccinated 

will be able to do so. 

In another COVID-relat-

ed matter, Williams noted 

Tuesday that there are 49 

days of school left and that 

the end of Thursday marks 

the end of the third nine 

weeks. 

“I’m extremely proud of 

our district, our students, our 

parents, our community, our 

board of education for hav-

ing our students in in-per-

son instruction this year,” he 

said. “That’s a tremendous 

accomplishment.”

Madison County COVID 

cases continue to drop. The 

latest school system corona-

virus numbers from March 

3 showed four students and 

one employee positive for 

the virus, with 100 students 

and eight staff members 

quarantined.

AP RECOGNITION

In another matter, Wil-

liams said Madison County 

High School was recently 

named an Advanced Place-

ment (AP) Science, Technol-

ogy, Engineering and Math 

(STEM) school, as well as 

an “AP STEM Achievement 

School.” An “AP STEM” 

school has a minimum of 

five students testing in at 

least two AP math courses 

and two AP science courses. 

370 school staff to begin getting shots Friday

See “BOE” on 2A

See “D’ville” on 3A


