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Ila poll workers Kay Bridges, Leigh Anne Myers and Troyce Pawlowski wore 
their masks Tuesday and checked in voters during the county primary and non 
partisan elections.  

Winner
Winner Winner WinnerRunoff Runoff

Runoff

Dennis Adams
Terry Chandler Grant Gillespie

Todd Higdon John 

Scarborough
Katie Cross Cindy Nash Brenda Moon Tripp 

Strickland

Rob Leverett
Republican winner to face Demo-

crat Conolus Scott in November

County voters have their say
Higdon, Scarborough set for runoff for BOC chairman’s seat; Adams wins BOC District 1 post; 

runoff ahead for Chandler, Gillespie for BOC District 2 seat; Cross wins big in Clerk of Court election; 
Nash, Moon hold on to school board seats; Strickland wins big in county in House District 33 race

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

There were masks at the 

polling stations and plenty 

of sanitizer. There was also 

new voting equipment. And 

there were choices — lots 

of them. 

Madison County voters 

finally hit the polls Tuesday 

in a primary and non parti-

san election that had been 

delayed due to the corona-

virus shutdown.  

A total of 7,867 of 19,975 

registered Madison County 

voters cast ballots in Tues-

day’s elections, though 

roughly 4,000 of those were 

by absentee ballot. 

In the county commission 

chairman’s race, incumbent 

John Scarborough finished 

with 38 percent of the vote 

and will face Todd Higdon, 

who received 28.4 percent 

of the vote in a runoff July 

21. There is no Democratic 

challenger in November. 

Dennis Adams won the 

BOC District 1 race with 

59 percent of the vote in the 

Republican primary. There 

are no Democratic chal-

lengers. Terry Chandler and 

Grant Gillespie will face off 

July 21 for the Republican 

nomination for the BOC 

District 2 race. The win-

ner will face Conolus Scott, 

who ran unopposed in the 

Democratic primary. 

Cindy Nash and Brenda 

Moon held onto their Dis-

trict 3 and District 5 school 

board seats with 68.5 per-

cent and 65.5 percent of 

their constituents’ votes.

Katie Cross retained her 

position as the Clerk of 

Superior Court of Madi-

son County, winning over 

76 percent of the vote in 

the Republican primary. 

She faces no opposition in 

November. 

Madison County’s Tripp 

Strickland earned over 65 

percent of the Madison 

County vote and 4,451 

votes (47.1 percent) in the 

district for the Republican 

District 33 nomination in 

the Georgia House of Rep-

resentatives race. He will 

face Elberton’s Rob Lev-

erett, who received 3,581 

votes (38 percent) in a 

runoff. Madison County’s 

Bruce Azevedo received 

1,398 votes (14.8 percent) 

in the district. The winner 

of the Republican primary 

will face Democrat Kerry 

Dornell Hamm in the gen-

eral election.

Ray Thomas defeated 

Carl Trinrud, 109-43, for 

a seat on the Colbert City 

Council.

State Senate District 47 

incumbent Frank Ginn was 

unopposed in the primaries, 

but he will face Democrat 

Dawn Johnson in Novem-

ber. House District 32 rep-

resentative Alan Powell 

was also unopposed in the 

primary, but he will face 

Democrat Alisha Allen in 

November.

Several Madison Coun-

ty officials are running 

unopposed in 2020 and 

will be sworn in to new 

terms in January. They 

include Sheriff Michael 

Moore, Tax Commission-

er Lamar Dalton, Coroner 

Julie “Coach” Harrison, 

Probate Judge Cody Cross, 

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

The Madison County 

Mentor Program is in its 

22nd year and this year, 

10 mentors had their stu-

dent mentees graduate 

from high school. For two 

of them, it was especially 

poignant, as they have had 

a relationship with their 

mentee since elementary 

school. 

Ryan Melton met his 

mentee, Joshua Kitchens, 

when he was in kinder-

garten at Ila Elementary. 

Melton, who doesn’t have 

any children of his own, 

said he has always felt a 

fatherly pride in Joshua 

and is especially proud 

of him now that he has 

graduated high school and 

is moving forward with a 

bright future. 

He said Joshua has been 

accepted by several col-

leges, and right now is 

leaning toward Kennesaw 

State. He plans to study 

Asian or international 

studies.

“He took Japanese in 

high school!” Melton says 

with pride. “I think that 

says a lot about the high 

school too, that it is capa-

ble of preparing a student 

to move forward with that 

kind of career.”

Melton said he estab-

lished a friendship with 

Joshua in elementary 

school by first meeting 

Two school mentors see their mentees 
from kindergarten through graduation

Ryan Melton is pictured with his mentee, Joshua 
Kitchens, a 2020 Madison County High School 
graduate.

Retired educator Jane Fitzpatrick met her men-
tee Kelsey Williams in 2008 when she was in the 
first grade at Ila Elementary

Seats were spread out in the Comer Travel Museum 
Monday as leaders of Madison County municipali-
ties discussed the county’s bond resolution.

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com.

Leaders in Madison 

County towns say they were 

blindsided by the bond res-

olution passed last week 

by county commissioners. 

And they’re not sure they 

want to jump on board with 

an action that alters the 

way sales tax funds will be 

received.

County voters approved 

the renewal of a one-cent 

Special Purpose Local 

Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) 

last year, which will fund a 

variety of local improve-

ment projects. County com-

missioners projected just 

over $13 million in sales 

tax funds over the next six 

years. Roughly $1.6 million 

of that money will go to the 

county’s municipalities. 

The BOC voted last week 

to move forward with a 

bond resolution that will 

allow the county — and the 

cities if they opt in — to 

get cash right away to move 

forward with sales-tax-

funded projects. The bond 

functions as loan at just less 

than one percent that will 

allow $9 million in up front 

cash to be split between 

the government groups that 

participate. 

City leaders not pleased 
with BOC bond action

BOC Chairman 
(Republican)
•Larry Cox  1,343 (22.3%)

•Todd Higdon 1,715 (28.4%)

•John Scarborough 2,290 (38%)

•Rhonda Wooten  674 (11.2%)

BOC District 
(Republican)
•Dennis Adams  690 (59.2%)

•Stanley Thomas  476 (40.8%)

BOC District 2 
(Republican)
•Terry Chandler  628 (48.2%)

•Grant Gillespie  508 (39%)

•Larry Stewart  167 (12.8%)

Clerk of Court 
(Republican)
•Katie Cross 4,593 (76.6%)

•Casey Luke  1,402 (23.4%)

BOE District 3
(Non partisan)
•Cindy Nash 936 (68.5%)

•Jeff Strickland 430 (31.5%)

BOE District 5
(Non partisan)
•Cynthia Fortson 548 (34.5%)

•Brenda Moon  1,041 (65.5%)

State House 
(Republican) (County results)
•Bruce Azevedo 1,034 (23.7%)

•Rob Leverett  489 (11.2%)

•Tripp Strickland 2,842 (65.1%)

Runoffs set for July 21


