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Take our sewer system, please.
That’s the message from the 

City of Danielsville to the Madison 

County government.

City leaders say that the sewer 

pond behind Madison County High 

School is nearing capacity. That 

pond handles sewage for city resi-

dents, businesses, the county gov-

ernment, the county jail and schools 

in Danielsville.

The town doesn’t have the finan-

cial leverage that the county govern-

ment has. It can’t secure grants or 

loans at the same scale as a bigger 

government entity. And now that 

plans are in the works for a near-

ly 14,000-square foot Department 

of Family and Children Services 

(DFACS) facility in town, the city 

is asking the county to take over the 

sewer services in the county seat.

“City officials feel that the oper-

ation of the only sewer infrastruc-

ture, servicing city residents and 

businesses, county government 

facilities and a multiple number of 

schools, may be better served by 

the county due to the vast resourc-

es available through the county 

government that could be utilized 

to properly expand the current 

system,” wrote new Danielsville 

Mayor Michael Wideman to county 

commission chairman John Scar-

borough and the county commis-

sioners. “That being said, would the 

county consider taking operation 

of the sewer system in an effort to 

better the sewer services needed to 

continue growth in both the city and 

the county?”

Wideman followed his letter by 

approaching county commission-

ers in person Monday at their reg-

ular meeting. He asked the board to 

consider taking the sewer system. 

Commissioner Tripp Strickland 

said he appreciated the city’s re-

quest, adding that “it’s a step in the 

right direction” and that he is inter-

ested in doing “anything we can do 

to enhance the county seat.”

“I know that’s a burden on y’all,” 

Strickland said to Wideman regard-

ing the sewer system.

Commissioner Theresa Bet-

tis added: “We’re all on the same 

team.”

No votes were taken Monday. 

Scarborough suggested that the 

matter might be taken up Tuesday 

at the county industrial authority 

meeting. However, the IDA didn’t 

talk about the proposal Tuesday. 

The industrial authority oversees 

the county’s water and sewer ser-

vices.

RECENT TENSIONS

The city’s request comes amid 

recent tensions between the city, 

the county government and school 

system regarding the sewer system, 

the DFACS building and increased 

water rates.

Danielsville has struggled to find 

funds to upgrade its sewer system. 

The town sought financial aid from 

the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) to upgrade its 

sewer pond. But the USDA has de-

nied funding city projects, because 

it says debt services will be too se-

vere on a town of so few residents.

Wideman said the financial pre-

dicament left the town with few op-

tions. So it significantly raised water 

rates on the county school system and 

county government in January. School 

and county officials were not pleased 

with this move.

“While the new rate structuring was 

not adopted to intentionally cause a 

Take our sewer system, please

Michael Wideman asks the county commissioners to consider 
taking over the Danielsville sewer system.

Danielsville 
offers system 
to county

See Sewer, page 2A

It’s time for local 2020 

election hopefuls to offi-

cially jump in the race.

Qualifying for local 

elections begins at 9 a.m., 

Monday, March 2, and will 

end at noon Friday, March 

6. Primaries and non par-

tisan elections will be held 

May 19.

All candidates who wish 

to qualify for all races will 

qualify at the Board of 

Elections and Registration 

Office, 94 Spring Lake 

Drive, Danielsville.

For information, contact 

Tracy Dean at the Board of 

Elections and Registration 

Office at 706-795-6335.

Qualifying fees are 

as follows: Sheriff, 

$1,943.28; Clerk of Supe-

rior Court, $1,591.05; Tax 

Commissioner, $1,591.05; 

Probate Judge, $1,591.05; 

Chairman, BOC, 

$1,943.28; BOC, District 

1 and 2 Commissioners, 

$216; Board of Educa-

tion, $94.62; and Coroner, 

$351.81.

Qualifying for local 
elections set for March 2-6

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County commissioners 

passed a resolution Monday supporting 

a bill that would ban the burning of creo-

sote-treated wood at electricity-generating 

plants.

House Bill 857, which was introduced 

by representatives Alan Powell, Tom Mc-

Call and Rick Jasperse, would “prohibit 

the use of wood products treated with 

creosote compounds or treated with naph-

thenate compounds for the purposes of 

commercial electricity generation.”

The resolution notes that commission-

ers “heard complaints and concerns from 

many citizens regarding potential environ-

mental and health hazards resulting from 

the burning of railroad ties” at the Georgia 

Renewable Power (GRP) plant in Colbert.

“…The governing authority of Mad-

ison County hereby endorses and urges 

the members of the General Assembly to 

approve, and the Governor to sign, House 

Bill 857, and further encourages GRP to 

take all steps possible to mitigate, reduce 

and eliminate potential environmental and 

health hazards resulting from its activi-

ties,” stated the resolution.

County commissioners voted 4-0 to 

pass the resolution. The action was met 

with applause from the audience. Brian 

Kirk was unable to attend the meeting due 

to a health matter.

Members of the Madison County 

Clean Power Coalition (MCCPC) stood at 

the podium thanking board members for 

hearing their concerns and taking action.

Drago Tesanovich, co-chair of MC-

CPC, said the bill to ban creosote is “a 

step in the right direction for the county 

and the whole state.” He also asked the 

board to consider looking at other pro-

posals MCCPC recently presented to the 

commissioners to help protect citizens’ 

health and well being.

Gina Ward, co-chair of MCCPC, 

thanked the commissioners. She added 

that she would like to see the county and 

citizens do more planning so that resi-

dents can have protection as the Hwy. 72 

industrial growth corridor is developed.

In another matter, Ruth Ann Tesa-

novich, secretary and treasurer of MC-

CPC, brought up lights at the plant and the 

glare at night when turning left onto H.V. 

County commissioners support creosote-ban bill

See Creosote, page 2A

Madison County could become a “Second Amendment 

Sanctuary County.”

County commissioners will consider adopting a reso-

lution March 2 declaring their support for ignoring any 

federal laws that are deemed a “violation of the Second 

Amendment.”

Here are some key stipulations in the resolution to be 

considered:

•“Whereas, U.S. Supreme Court has affirmed that the 

federal government cannot compel state law enforcement 

officers to enforce federal laws. (Prinz vs. United States 

1997).”

•“Whereas all federal acts, laws, orders, rules or regula-

tions regarding firearms, firearms accessories and ammu-

nition are a violation of the Second Amendment…”

•“It is the desire of the Madison County Board of Com-

missioners to declare its support of the Second Amend-

ment to the United States Constitution and to the pro-

visions of the Constitution of the State of Georgia that 

protects Madison County citizens’ individual inalienable 

rights to keep and bear arms.”

•“Be it further resolved that the Madison County Board 

of Commissioners affirms its support for the Madison 

County Sheriff in the exercise of his sound discretion to 

not enforce against any citizen an unconstitutional fire-

arms law.”

•“Be it further resolved that no agent, employee or of-

ficial of Madison County or any corporation providing 

services to Madison County, shall provide material sup-

port or participate in any way with the implementation of 

federal acts, orders, rules, laws or regulations in violation 

of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitu-

tion.”

•“Be it further resolved that the Madison County Board 

of Commissioners will not authorize or appropriate funds, 

resources, employees, agencies, contractors, buildings, 

detention centers or offices for the purpose of enforcing 

or assisting in the enforcement of any element of any acts, 

laws, orders, mandates, rules or regulations that infringe 

on the right by the people to keep and bear arms.”

BOC to consider resolution to 

make Madison Co. a ‘Second 
Amendment Sanctuary’

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A Loganville woman has 

filed a civil suit against Mad-

ison County Commission 

Chairman John Scarborough 

and the Madison County 

Board of Commissioners 

over an automobile acci-

dent she had with the chair-

man on the Athens loop on 

July 17, 2019. Scarborough 

said he was traveling to an 

area Action Inc. meeting in 

Athens when the wreck oc-

curred.

According to an acci-

dent report from the Ath-

ens-Clarke County Police 

Department, Diane Meis-

helle Hodge was traveling 

in a 2013 Ford Fusion when 

she attempted to change 

lanes in rainy conditions due 

to traffic ahead on the Outer 

Loop Georgia 10 Highway 

near Tallassee Road. She 

was struck from behind by 

Scarborough, who traveled 

in a county-owned 2012 

Chevrolet Tahoe. Julie Phil-

lips was also listed as a pas-

senger in the vehicle.

“(Hodge) thought she had 

enough clearance to make 

a lane change,” the report 

stated. “(Scarborough) was 

Scarborough, county sued for 
July wreck involving chairman

A man was apprehended 

Wednesday, Feb. 19 after al-

legedly pulling a knife on a 

bus driver and a store clerk.

Edward Lee Wessing-

er, Jr., 42, of Arnoldsville, 

was taken into custody and 

charged with three counts 

of aggravated assault, armed 

robbery, criminal trespass 

and false imprisonment.

Around 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, Deputy Derek 

Shelton, Deputy Joe McGuf-

fin and other officers were 

dispatched to Ingles regard-

ing a white male (Wessinger) 

wearing gray pants and jack-

et with no shoes on who was 

threatening and brandishing 

a knife at an Athens Transit 

bus driver at the bus stop in 

the Ingles parking lot.

While in route, Shelton 

was informed that Wessing-

er was seen running down 

Hwy. 29 South toward the 

Athens-Clarke County line. 

While in the area looking 

for him, dispatch received 

a 911 call from the Apex 

convenience store on Old 

Danielsville Road, across 

from Ingles. The store clerk 

stated that they had just had 

an armed robbery and de-

scribed the robber as some-

one matching Wessinger’s 

description.

Deputy McGuffin spoke 

with the bus driver, who stat-

ed that she parked the tran-

sit bus in the parking lot of 

Ingles and went inside to use 

the restroom. She said that 

See Wreck, page 2A

Man charged after pulling 
knife on bus driver, store clerk

EDWARD 

WESSINGER

See Arrest, page 2A


