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As the number of coronavirus cas-

es in Barrow County closed in on 1,000 

Tuesday, officials with Northeast Geor-

gia Health System and Northeast Geor-

gia Medical Center Barrow continued to 

stress the importance of mask-wearing, 

social distancing, hand-washing and 

avoiding large gatherings.

As of the Georgia Department of Pub-

lic Health’s daily 3 p.m. update Tuesday, 

there had been 979 cases and 32 deaths 

from COVID-19 among county residents 

since the outbreak began, with nearly a 

third of the cases and five deaths coming 

in the last two weeks. From July 21-28, 

181 more cases and two deaths were con-

firmed by the department, including 37 

confirmed cases Tuesday.

The grim spike across Georgia contin-

ued Tuesday as well, as another 4,293 

confirmed cases pushed the state past 

175,000 total and 54 more reported deaths 

raised the death toll to 3,563. An average 

of 3,762 cases were confirmed in Geor-

gia per day July 21-28, as the cumulative 

total of cases in the state has more than 

doubled in the past month with the per-

centage of positive tests also increasing.

The effects of the spike continued to be 

felt across Northeast Georgia Health Sys-

tem — which is seeing its highest hospi-

talization levels since April — as officials 

reported that 173 patients positive for 

COVID-19 were being treated across its 

four hospitals and other facilities Tues-

day morning (the highest total since the 

system’s daily public reporting began in 

early April) and another 75 patients were 

awaiting test results. Those numbers in-

cluded three positive patients at NGMC 

Barrow with seven more awaiting results. 

Dr. John Delzell, the vice president of 

medical education for NGMC in Gaines-

ville, said roughly a third of the system’s 

recent tests of patients have returned pos-

itive.

In comparison to the current numbers, 

the system was treating 55 positive pa-

tients at the end of June — with 13 others 

“under investigation” for COVID-19 — 

while there were no positive patients at 

NGMC Barrow, which at the time was in 

the middle of a three-week stretch with-

out any positive cases.

Overall, 1,414 patients with COVID-19 

had been discharged by the health system 

while 154 had died as of Tuesday.

Concerns throughout the state have 

continued over crowded hospitals, and 

recent daily “situation reports” by the 

Georgia Emergency Management Agency 

have indicated there are no critical-care 

beds available in Region E, which Barrow 

County is part of (Tuesday’s report listed 

one available). Still, Delzell said NGHS 

is managing its capacity across its facil-

ities, adding that NGMC Barrow had 71 

percent of its beds full as of Tuesday.

All of the NGHS critical-care beds are 

at the Gainesville and Braselton campus-

es, which are actually in GEMA’s Region 

B. Delzell said while Barrow County 

residents who are in need of critical-care 

beds go to hospitals all around, the ma-

jority are likely being sent to NGMC Bra-

selton in south Hall County, where there 

were 42 patients positive for COVID-19 

and nine more awaiting results as of 

Tuesday morning. Some of the COVID 

patients at NGMC Barrow are treated in 

emergency-room beds, he said.

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

Members of the Wind-

er-Barrow and Apalachee 

high school classes of 2020 

will get a chance to walk 

across the graduation stage 

after all — at least some of 

them.

After Barrow County 

School System officials 

last week canceled the tra-

ditional ceremonies it had 

tentatively scheduled for 

the schools this week — as 

coronavirus cases contin-

ued to spike locally and 

across Georgia — groups of 

parents from both schools 

quickly organized alter-

nate ceremonies at Innova-

tion Amphitheater next to 

the school system’s Sims 

Academy of Innovation. 

The ceremony for the Wind-

er-Barrow graduates was set 

for 8 p.m. Wednesday, July 

29, and the Apalachee cere-

mony will be held at 8 p.m. 

Thursday, July 30.

Strict protocols will be 

in effect, organizers said, 

including a requirement 

The Barrow News-Journal is 

temporarily closing down its of-

fice in Winder.

“Most of our journalists are 

working from home due to the 

COVID virus,” said co-publish-

er Mike Buffington. “It doesn’t 

make sense to maintain an office 

when it’s not being used.”

The office has been closed to 

the public since March when the 

virus pandemic began.

Most of the newspaper’s inter-

actions with the public now are 

online or by phone, Buffington 

said.

“The ability to deal with sub-

scriptions, classified ads and oth-

er business-related issues through 

our website has greatly reduced 

the need for people to come into a 

physical office,” he said. “We’ve 

seen that trend in recent years, but 

the virus has stopped virtually all 

in-person traffic.”

Editor Scott Thompson works 

from home when not attending 

meetings or other events in Bar-

row County and does page pro-

duction at the newspaper’s print-

ing plant in Jefferson one day a 

week. He can best be reached at 

sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com.

Ad sales representative Su-

san Treadwell also works from 

home when she’s not talking to 

advertisers in person. She can 

best be reached at streadwell@

barrowjournal.com. Stringers and 

part-time employees have always 

worked from home, sending in 

photos and news article via email.

“Technology over the last 10 

years has really changed how 

newspapers are produced,” Buff-

ington said. 

“The virus has forced us to re-

ally look at that and to adapt our 

systems so that more work can be 

done remotely without requiring a 

physical office.”

Barrow News-Journal office to close due to virus

Going above and beyond’

A law enforcement-led funeral procession and ser-

vices were held in Winder and Bethlehem on Satur-

day, July 25, for a Barrow County resident and Frank-

lin County sheriff’s deputy who was killed in the line 

of duty earlier this month.

Deputy Bill Garner, 53, was responding to and as-

sisting people involved in a single-vehicle car crash 

on Interstate 85 around 7 p.m. July 19 when another 

vehicle traveled into the median after the driver lost 

control and hit Garner, killing him, according to the 

Georgia State Patrol.

Abdulhafiz Tawfik Abdullahi, 21, of Lawrenceville, 

has been charged with first-degree vehicular homicide 

in Garner’s death.

Garner had a 22-year career in law enforcement and 

had also spent time with the Jefferson Police Depart-

ment, Norcross Police Department, Duluth Police De-

partment, Braselton Police Department, Pendergrass 

Police Department, and the Oconee County Sheriff’s 

Office prior to joining the Franklin County Sheriff’s 

Office.

A memorial service was held for Garner Saturday 

afternoon at Bethlehem Church. Prior to the service, 

a funeral procession with a law enforcement escort 

began at Smith Funeral Home, traveled westbound 

on Atlanta Highway into Winder, turned south on 

Highway 81, east on Highway 316 and then north on 

Christmas Avenue to the church.

Garner’s family has requested that, in lieu of flow-

ers, donations in his name be made to Canine Pet Res-

cue of Dacula.

Funeral held for 
Barrow resident, 
Franklin Co. deputy 
killed in line of  duty

Deputy Bill Garner

Coronavirus cases near 1,000 in Barrow County
Hospital officials 
continue to stress 
mask-wearing, social 
distancing as infections 
keep rising locally

Parents 
organize 
graduation 
ceremonies

Georgia 10th District Congressman 

Jody Hice’s office recently presented 

its monthly Hice Headliner Award to 

Deputy Barry Chandler, an investiga-

tor with the Barrow County Sheriff’s 

Office, after a woman he had assisted 

with a sexual assault case nominated 

him.

The congressman’s office presents 

an award each month to a citizen in 

the 10th District who “goes above and 

beyond to help their neighbors and 

strengthen our community.”

“Deputy Chandler was brought to 

my attention by a local resident, who 

experienced a sexual assault and re-

ported it to the Barrow County Sher-

iff’s Office,” said Congressman Hice, 

whose office produced a YouTube 

video highlighting the story. “One can 

only imagine how difficult that expe-

rience must be, but in her words, ‘He 

treated me respectfully, profession-

ally, and with compassion. Each and 

every interaction took me one small 

step closer to personal healing.’ Dep-

uty Chandler investigates a variety of 

crimes in his role at the sheriff’s of-

fice, and his colleagues confirm that 

he serves the community with com-

passion and kindness.”

In the video, the woman says she 

was a victim of a rape and talks about 

going to the sheriff’s office last year 

to find out more information about 

reporting it and feeling uncertain at 

first. She said Chandler’s demeanor 

from the outset helped her gain con-

fidence.

“He walked in and was easy-going 

and exuded this calm that I desperate-

ly needed, because I was terrified,” 

she said, adding that Chandler has 

continued to be supportive of her in 

subsequent interactions. “Every time 

he has said, ‘I believe you. I believe 

in you.’ And he has pushed me into 

believing in myself and into a path of 

asking for the help that I really need-

ed.”

“The important part of this is to be 

able to do right by the victim, to un-

derstand that they’ve got a story and 

to recognize they’ve come to us for a 

reason — whether it’s to seek justice 

or just help,” Chandler said. “We just 

need to be there for them to listen to 

what they’re telling us and act accord-

ingly and do the best we can by the 

law.”

To view the full video, go to Hice’s 

official YouTube page.

To nominate a person for Hice 

Headliner Award, contact Jessica 

Hayes with the congressman’s office 

at Jessica.Hayes@mail.house.gov.

Barrow deputy receives 
Hice Headliner Award 
from congressman’s office

Submitted photos

Deputy Barry Chandler, an investigator, with the Barrow County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, left, received the monthly Hice Headliner Award for July from Georgia 
10th District Congressman Jody Hice’s office.
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