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Tim Harper has been clerk of courts in Banks County for 

26 years, making him one of the elected officials holding 

office for the longest amount of time in the county.

Tim Harper is also a familiar face in the community. He 

has served as president of the annual Sunday School Cel-

ebration, which has been an annual tradition for 142 years 

and is believed to be the longest-running gathering in the 

country. 

He is president of the Community Brotherhood, an or-

ganization for men of all denominations to gather once a 

month for fellowship. He is the “Voice of the Leopards” 

as he is the long-time announcer at high school sporting 

events.

Tim Harper has also been recognized across the state, be-

ing named to state offices and receiving recognition from 

his peers. 

He has been recognized as “Officer of the Year” by the 

Constitutional Officers’ Association of Georgia and has 

served as president of the organization.

For these reasons, Harper has been named the “News-

maker of the Year” for 2019.

“I was asked to assist with the Homer Community Broth-

erhood in November of 2016,” Mark Savage said. “It has 

been a joy to work beside Tim Harper each month as we 

put together the monthly program. The passion that Tim 

puts into the monthly breakfast is incredible. It is the same 

passion that he displays on Friday night, as we are working 

together in the press box at the football games. It is the 

same passion that he displays as you walk into his office 

and ask for advice or need his help as Superior Court Clerk. 

It is the same passion that he displays as he works beside 

Sheriff Speed and others as he is raising money for one of 

the Leopard sports teams or someone that is in need in the 

community. There is no doubt in my mind that Tim Harper 

is a community leader with a servants heart.”

In October, Rep. Chris Erwin and Sen. John Wilkinson 

surprised Harper by approving resolutions recognizing him 

for his service to the community. “You consistently devote 

unmeasurable amounts of hours and time to your service 

for your community,” Erwin said. “Your talents, your ener-

gies are all focused on bettering this community, Tim. That 

means a lot to us.”

When he was recognized at that time, Sheriff Carlton 

Speed said, “Anywhere you go in the state of Georgia, 

when you mention Tim Harper’s name, people say, ‘We 

know Tim Harper. Tim Harper is well-respected. He rep-

resents Banks County above and beyond. He is a super, 

super guy. You can call him, anytime, day or night, he’ll 

do anything for you. Not only is he clerk of the courts, I 

consider Tim Harper a friend, and he’s a friend to a lot of 

people.”

Newsmaker of  the Year: 

 Tim Harper serves community in many ways

Tim Harper is shown in the top photo speaking in October when two resolutions 
were presented in his honor for his community service. In the bottom photo he is 
shown being sworn in by Probate Judge Betty Thomas. His wife, Judy, and mother, 
Lois are shown with him. 

Political Story of  the Year

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

It’s likely the only time in 

Banks County’s history, and 

perhaps the state’s history, 

that voters went to the polls 

to cast a ballot for the same 

race multiple times. Voters 

went to the polls three times 

to vote for the District 28 

seat in the Georgia House 

of Representatives after the 

incumbent filed lawsuits 

questioning the validity of 

some of the votes cast in the 

first two elections.

The judge ruled in the 

lawsuits that some of the 

votes were irregular, which 

led to the elections being 

held a second and third 

time. In February, Judge 

David Sweat, ruled voters 

would be going to the polls 

a third time to decide on a 

House District 28 represen-

tative. “After one hour of 

deliberation, Judge David 

Sweat ruled Friday evening 

that a third election be held 

in the House District 28 

race. Dan Gasaway, who 

lost the Dec. 4, 2018, elec-

tion to Chris Erwin by two 

votes, alleged that 21 votes 

were illegal or irregular.” 

The judge found that four of 

those ballots were cast in-

correctly. Since the election 

was decided by two votes, 

the judge declared another 

election be held. “The evi-

dence has shown there were 

at least four voters that were 

improperly allowed to vote 

in this election,” the judge 

said in his ruling. “The mar-

gin of difference between 

the two candidates was two 

votes. Under the provisions, 

the court is persuaded that 

there are a significant num-

ber of votes that were illegal 

as to cast doubt on the out-

come of the election. The 

court must rule that a third 

election be held.”

Erwin won that third elec-

tion in a landslide, taking 76 

percent of the vote. Erwin 

had a total of 4,586 votes 

in Banks, Habersham and 

Stephens counties, while 

incumbent Gasaway had 

1,490 votes.

“I am so proud that our 

team has won three elec-

tions in less than 12 months’ 

time,” Erwin said after the 

election. “With a margin of 

over 3,000 votes, tonight’s 

results cannot be ques-

tioned or disputed. I am so 

honored by the amount of 

overwhelming support our 

campaign has received.”

Erwin added, “Now is the 

time for our community to 

move forward together and 

unite.”

Three elections held for District 28 race

2018 Hannah Mullins, 

Banks County economic de-

veloper

2017 Bob Waldorf, Banks 

County extension

2016 Jimmy Hooper, 

BOC chairman

2015 Leslie George, Keep 

Banks County Beautiful

2014 Brad Day, economic 

developer

2013 Carlton Speed, sher-

iff

2012 J.H. Brooks Family/

Farm

2011, Deidra Moore, 911 

director

2010 Jerry Neace, Bald-

win mayor

2009 Milton Turner, Lula 

mayor

2008 Jim McLendon, Ho-

mer UMC pastor

2007 Robin Trotter, Fam-

ily Connections/Generous 

Hearts

2006 Gene Hart, BOC 

chairman

2005 Doug Cheek, Ho-

mer mayor

2004 Rep. Jeanette Jamie-

son

2003 Chris Erwin, super-

intendent

2002 Jack Banks, Devel-

opment Authority

2001 Bonnie Johnson, 

CVB

2000 Charles Chapman, 

sheriff

1999 Mark Reed, Bald-

win mayor

1998 Gary Freeman and 

Danny Maxwell, BOC

1997 Bo Garrison and 

Dock Sisk, BOE chairman 

and superintendent

1996 Milton Patterson, 

BOC chairman

Past Newsmakers 

of  the Year

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Development at the Mar-

tin Bridge Road exit in 

Banks County has been on 

the top of the list for eco-

nomic development for 

many years. The property 

has remained undeveloped 

but that is about to change. 

RAI Industrial Fabricators, 

LLC has announced plans 

to build a steel fabrication 

facility, creating 30 new 

jobs and investing $20 mil-

lion on Martin Bridge Road 

in Banks County. A zoning 

request is also in the works 

that would lead to the devel-

opment of an industrial park 

at the Martin Bridge Road 

exit.

The activity at Martin 

Bridge Road, which is the 

last undeveloped exit be-

tween Atlanta and Green-

ville, has been named the 

Economic Story of the Year 

for 2019.

“The Development Au-

thority of Banks County is 

proud to have worked along-

side RAI Industrial Fabrica-

tors to expand their growing 

business into our wonderful 

community,” said Hannah 

Mullins, former executive 

director for the Develop-

ment Authority of Banks 

County, who worked on the 

project. “This deal not only 

provides gainful employ-

ment and capital investment 

for Banks County, but also 

serves as the catalyst for 

long-awaited trade at the 

Martin Bridge interchange 

on I-85. Highly anticipated 

for decades, all four quad-

rants of this intersection are 

investor-owned, with some 

investments dating as far 

back as the 1970s.”

Mullins adds, “Martin 

Bridge will become the 

most sought-after North-

east Georgia trade area be-

tween Atlanta and Green-

ville, South Carolina. Banks 

County is truly fortunate to 

have landed such a commu-

nity-minded partner in RAI 

Industrial Fabricators.”

Governor Brian Kemp 

states, “Georgia’s manu-

facturing industry has seen 

many wins in recent years, 

and we are proud that RAI 

is expanding their already 

successful operation into 

the Martin Bridge area.”

“We are excited about ex-

panding RAI Industrial Fab-

ricators with a new location 

at Martin Bridge in Banks 

County,” says Mark Chris-

topherson, president of RAI 

Industrial Fabricators. “Site 

selection began over a year 

ago and quickly narrowed 

to this area along the I-85 

corridor. Martin Bridge is 

ideally located to accom-

modate our growth among 

regional clients.”

Jimmy Hooper stated, 

“The Banks County Board 

of Commissioners is excited 

to see the location of a busi-

ness such as RAI Industrial 

Fabricators at the Martin 

Bridge exit. We anticipate 

many more quality employ-

ment opportunities and an 

increased tax base.”

Economic Story of  the Year

Development finally coming to Martin Bridge Road

Banks County planners 

will hear from the developer 

of an apartment complex at 

Banks Crossing about sev-

eral proposed changes to the 

project.

Capstone Acquisitions, 

Gainesville is asking to 

rezone 1.56 acres on East 

Ridgeway Road and Faulk-

ner Road from C2 (Com-

mercial District) to R2 

(Multifamily District). This 

property was purchased to 

add to the apartment com-

plex already in development 

that was approved in May.

The Banks County Plan-

ning Commission will hear 

the request when it meets 

at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 

7, in the board room at the 

Banks County Courthouse 

Annex, located at 150 Hud-

son Ridge, Homer..

Planning 
commission 
to meet Jan. 7


