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MAILING LABEL

Madison Adams hanging out with her favorite dog and her hoodie for Banks County 
High School’s Virtual Spirit Week. Wear Your Favorite Hoodie was one of the days 
during the spirit week.

Grant Smith reading to Bella, during Leopards virtual 
spirit week.

Virtual spirit week for students

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Banks County now has 

three confirmed cases of 

COVID-19, according to 

the Georgia Department of 

Public Health.

The first Banks County 

case was listed on the report 

that was released on Mon-

day, March 30. Two more 

cases were listed on the 

report that was released on 

Tuesday, March 31. 

The report released at 

noon on Tuesday showed 

a total of 3,817 confirmed 

cases of the virus in Geor-

gia. This is a jump of 1,008 

cases over the total of 2,809 

that was reported at noon on 

Monday. 

As of Tuesday, there had 

been 108 deaths so far re-

lated to the coronavirus and  

818 people hospitalized.

Counties surrounding 

Banks County also have 

reported cases, including 

Gwinnett County where 

233 cases are reported, Hall 

where 65 cases are report-

ed, Clarke County where 

50 cases are reported and 

Jackson County where sev-

en cases are reported.

SCHOOLS

Schools will remain 

closed through April 24 fol-

lowing action by Governor 

Brian Kemp.

The governor issued an 

executive order on Thurs-

day closing public elemen-

tary and secondary schools 

for in-person instruction 

through Friday, April 24. 

Students may return to 

school on Monday, April 27.

“I was disappointed but 

not surprised that Governor 

Kemp issued another exec-

utive order to close schools 

through April 24, 2020,” 

Banks County superinten-

dent Ann Hopkins stated.

Hopkins stated that the 

Banks County School Sys-

tem is continuing with its 

“Home Learning Opportu-

nity” during the extended 

closure.

“Teachers and staff are in 

close communication with 

students and parents in an 

effort to support this dis-

tance learning,” she said. 

“They have quickly adapted 

to making this shift with no 

face-to-face instruction. We 

recognize that a large por-

tion of our student popula-

tion does not have Internet 

access so we are providing 

alternate assignments and 

learning formats for them.”

She added, “We want 

to reassure parents, teach-

ers and students that we 

understand everyone has 

been thrown into this sit-

uation unexpectedly with 

little preparation. These are 

uncertain times, and our 

position is that we do not 

want to further burden par-

ents and students with our 

‘Home Learning Opportu-

nity.’ We are trying to del-

icately balance continued 

relevant learning while rec-

ognizing that parents are not 

necessarily educators and 

resources may be limited.”

The Banks County School 

System also has staff avail-

able to help with regard to 

any mental health situation.

“This is unchartered terri-

tory, and we realize our chil-

dren and families may need 

support navigating this new 

normal,” Hopkins said. “We 

want to provide assistance 

as we can. We have contact 

information posted online 

for these resources.”

The nutrition and trans-

portation employees, as 

well as other staff mem-

bers from each school, are 

preparing and distributing 

nearly 10,000 meals a week 

to students. The schedule 

and location for distribution 

is on the website and social 

media. A robo call is made 

on Sunday evenings to re-

mind parents of the feeding 

opportunity.

Hopkins said the facilities 

have been cleaned in antic-

ipation of schools opening. 

“Our facilities have been 

thoroughly disinfected and 

are being cleaned regularly 

to be ready for the return of 

students and staff,” Hopkins 

said. “I am hopeful that we 

will be back in school on 

April 27th, and we are mak-

ing plans to that effect. We 

are mindful that this should 

be an exciting time for our 

students, especially our se-

niors. We want them, their 

families and our staff to 

have the opportunity to cel-

ebrate the accomplishments 

of our students. In the event 

the closure is further ex-

tended beyond April 27th, 

we will host many of our 

celebrations such as prom 

and graduation as soon as 

it is safe to do so. We will 

continue to update our sys-

tem website and social me-

dia with information and 

announcements.”

Banks has three confirmed cases of  COVID-19
Schools to remain closed through April 24 following action by governor

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

The Gillsville City Coun-

cil held an emergency meet-

ing, via a conference call at 

4 p.m. on Thursday, March 

26, to declare a public emer-

gency due to concerns relat-

ed to Covid-19.

The ordinance was ap-

proved to do “what is in the 

best interest of the commu-

nity to keep people safe and 

stop the spread of the coro-

navirus.”

The ordinance calls for 

the following for the next 30 

days, beginning March 26:

•there shall be no public 

gatherings on any proper-

ty owned or controlled by 

the city. A public gathering 

is defined as a gathering 

of 10 or more people. This 

includes any park, public 

square, playground, recre-

ation area or similar area.

•for the duration of the 

emergency, the town will 

not disconnect any pub-

lic utility service provided 

by the town on account of 

non-payment. After conclu-

sion of the emergency, the 

person will have a period of 

30 days to make payments 

before the payment before 

the service may be discon-

nected.

•during the emergen-

cy, the mayor is delegated 

to assign town services as 

“required or discretion-

ary,” to periodically review 

and modify assignments, 

to use discretion to permit 

employees to telework, to 

temporarily suspend the 

provision of discretion-

ary services and to direct 

employees who provide 

these services not to report 

to work until such time as 

these service suspension is 

lifted and to contract for and 

expend non-budgeted items 

during the emergency (and 

report these items to the 

governing authority).

•restaurants and other eat-

ing establishments where 

food is served must cease 

offering dine-in services. 

Food may continue to be 

offered via delivery, drive-

through or take-out services. 

Patrons, employees and 

contractors of these estab-

lishments must maintain at 

least six feet of personal dis-

tance between themselves 

and others. If a restaurant 

is licensed to sell beer and 

wine for on-premise con-

sumption, such restaurant, 

during the effective dates of 

this ordinance only, shall be 

authorized to sell unopened 

bottles or cans of beer or 

wine for take-out consump-

tion off-premises.

•gyms, fitness centers, 

pools, social clubs, amuse-

ment facilities, bowling 

alleys, pool halls, theaters, 

massage parlors, nail salons 

and any other similar facil-

ity used for an activity that 

involves prolonged physical 

proximity of individuals, 

and any facility used for en-

tertainment, social, groom-

ing or general health and 

well-being purposes, must 

close and remain closed for 

the duration of this emer-

gency.

•all other businesses, not 

covered in this ordinance, 

such as grocery stores, 

pharmacies, must post signs 

on entrance doors inform-

ing consumers to maintain 

at least six feet of personal 

distance between them-

selves and others and shall 

not allow more than 10 peo-

ple into such establishments 

at one time so that social 

distancing be maintained.

•all public and private 

gatherings of more than ten 

people occurring outside of 

a household or living unit 

are prohibited.

•if the town mayor is un-

able to perform his duties, 

then the mayor pro tem 

shall assume the duties of 

mayor.

•the governing author-

ity suspends the bid and 

competitive portions of the 

town’s procurement policy 

and authorizes the mayor 

to utilize the single-source 

policy and to require depart-

ments to provide a written 

justification for the procure-

ment during the effective 

dates of this ordinance.

Gillsville closes some businesses, stops public gatherings
Declares ‘state 

of  emergency’ 

in conference 

call meeting

The Harlem Legends 

“celebrity basketball show” 

planned at the Banks Coun-

ty High School Gym on 

Saturday, April 18, has been 

postponed due to concerns 

with the spread of the coro-

navirus.

The event will be re-

scheduled to a later date, 

and anyone with tickets will 

be able to use them at that 

date, organizers state.

Details will be announced 

when the event is resched-

uled.

The fundraising event 

will be a basketball game 

between the Harlem Leg-

ends and Banks County 

Alumni. The event is spon-

sored by the constitutional 

officers of Banks County as 

a fundraiser for the Rotary 

Club’s Food-2-Kids project. 

All proceeds are going 

to the Food 2 Kids – Banks 

County Rotary Club’s ser-

vice project — feeding 100 

students over the weekends 

during the school year.

The Harlem Legends 

are a group of professional 

athletes, former players of 

the Harlem Globetrotters, 

NBA, NFL and past USA 

Olympians and other pro-

fessionals.

Rotary past-president and 

Banks County tax com-

missioner Becky Carlan is 

helping to lead the project, 

along with Sheriff Carlton 

Speed and clerk of courts 

Tim Harper.

Harlem Legends basketball fundraiser to be rescheduled

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

The Banks County Court-

house and the Banks Coun-

ty Courthouse Annex will 

be open by appointment 

only as of noon on Monday 

March 30.

Call 706-677-6200 to 

make an appointment with 

the department of your 

choice or visit the website 

at www.bankscountyga.org 

for individual department 

phone numbers. Operating 

hours will remain at 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.

County offices
open by
appointment

The Banks County Plan-

ning Commission meeting 

scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 7, will be postponed 

until Tuesday, May 5, at 

6 p.m. due to concerns with 

the spread of the coronavi-

rus.

The Banks County Board 

of Commissioners will also 

postpone the public hearing 

on these matters to Tuesday, 

May 12, at 6:30 p.m. in the 

board room at the Banks 

County Courthouse Annex 

at 150 Hudson Ridge Ho-

mer.

For any questions regard-

ing the meetings, contact 

the Banks County Planning 

Office at 706-677-4272 or 

the Banks County Commis-

sioners Office at 706-677-

6800.

BOC, 
planning, 
meetings 
postponed

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

The Banks County Board 

of Commissioners will hold 

budget hearings April 15-22 

in the County Annex board 

room.

The schedule is as fol-

lows:

•Wednesday, April 15, 

10 a.m.

•Thursday, April 16, 

10 a.m.

•Friday, April 17, 10 a.m.

•Monday, April 20, 

10 a.m.

•Tuesday, April 21, 

10 a.m.

•Wednesday, April 22, 

10 a.m.

BOC budget 
hearings set 
April 15-22


