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Marian Bryson says she’s now officially 

the “motor mouth.” She laughed, saying her 

friend, Linda Thumm, used to have the pres-

tigious title, but now it belongs to her. 

“I’m the motor mouth,” the outgoing senior 

center member said, with Thumm laughing 

and agreeing that she had relinquished the 

title.

It was Tuesday, Feb. 2, Groundhog Day 

and Jennifer Lastinger, assistant director of 

the senior center, had brought in chocolate 

donuts with green icing as “grass” with a 

Teddy Graham, or “groundhog,” in the center 

of the treats. Bryson and Thumm sat with fel-

low senior center members at a table playing 

Rummikub, a tile-based game with elements 

of the card game, rummy.

Bryson said the game helps keep them 

sharp. But she said it’s the camaraderie that 

brings her and others to the senior center, 

which was shut down from Dec. 18 to Feb. 1 

due to the most-recent COVID-19 surge. The 

center reopened on Tuesday, Groundhog Day, 

when Punxsutawney Phil predicted six more 

weeks of winter for a coronavirus-fatigued 

nation.

The senior center crew was happy to see 

each other. 

“We all have a very good time,” said 

Bryson. “We are like a family. We call each 

other on the phone and are friends, not just 

here at the center.”

Nearby Edward Dove honed his pool skills 

at the center’s pool table. 

“Me and my wife come to have something 

to do, to stay active and to meet people and 

see how they’re doing and if we can give 

them some help,” he said, adding that he 

used to play pool, then got married and took 

a 55-year layoff before picking it back up at 

the senior center. 

Joyce Mattox sat at a table by herself wear-

ing a mask and working on a crossword puz-

zle. She had driven Tuesday to the center, her 

first visit since the pandemic began. Mattox 

said at home in Comer she passes time play-

ing games on her phone and watching soap 

operas like “Young and the Restless” and 

“Days of Our Lives.” She chuckles when 

asked what’s happening with the characters 

on those shows. 

“I can’t tell you that now,” she laughed.

The company of fictional characters can be 

fun, but it doesn’t replace real people. And 

Mattox has missed time at the center. 

“I used to come here every day for years,” 

said the former cook and caterer at Strick-

land’s in Athens. “It’s something to do; 

you’re around people, activities.”

Senior center director Kesley Tyner said 

this past pandemic year has been hard on 

everyone, but especially many senior citi-

zens, who are at the highest risk of serious 

illness, but who are also terribly isolated. She 

said caring for older citizens is a matter of 

addressing physical safety, but also mental 

well being. 

“The purpose of the senior center is social 

activity, to have physical activities, good 

nutritious lunches, and also shared experi-

ences with people who are like you and have 

been through the same things as you in life,” 

said Tyner. “That’s imperative as we get older 

and we fall into the trap of loneliness or those 

routines of not really having a need to get up 

and go somewhere. That’s when we start to 

see some mental decline.” 

Tyner said her clients’ mental health is 

why she chose to re-open the center in July 

after the spring shutdown. She said Madison 

County is one of only two senior centers in 

the 12-county northeast Georgia region to 

open at all since the pandemic began here 

in March. 

“We saw such a mental health need,” said 

Tyner. “We had people coming through to 

pick up their food boxes in tears. They could 

not continue to function being shut in at home 

and alone. After about three weeks of that, I 

said to Jennifer (Lastinger), we’re going to 

Edward Dove makes a shot on the pool table at the Madison County Senior Cen-
ter, which reopened Tuesday after being shut down since Dec. 18. Photos by Zach 

Mitcham

Senior
and sociable

Center opens 
Tuesday after 
being closed 
since mid 
December

Center director, assistant director say having the facility open 
helps fill a huge mental health need for isolated elderly citizens

Janet Fielder (L) and Gracie Dial (R) work on projects at the senior center Tuesday.

Linda Thumm (L) and Marian Bryson 
(R) enjoy the socializing and Rummi-
kub at the senior center Tuesday.

BOC updates 
policy on 
donated time

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County leaders took a step Monday to help 

county employees help their co-workers.

County commissioners agreed to adopt a policy on 

leave-time donations by county workers. Government 

employees can donate their unused leave time to their 

fellow workers with medical issues, but those dona-

tions can’t be made directly to one another due to fed-

eral tax restrictions. Instead, voluntary donations will 

be kept in an hour “bank” and distributed to qualifying 

county employees.

Employees in need will only be given donated hours 

if they have exhausted all of their own leave time. 

Employees can receive assistance if they have a med-

ical issue or if someone in their immediate family has 

a medical emergency that has led to a worker using up 

all their leave, such as with a lengthy battle with covid 

or cancer.

The county commission chairman, the employee’s 

department head and the human resource director 

will determine if an employee qualifies for help from 

the donated hour bank. All donations are completely 

voluntary. County employees can only carry 240 hours 

of accumulated leave time. They lose hours after they 

go over 240, and commissioners said it makes sense 

for those going over 240 hours to donate those excess 

hours to fellow employees rather than lose them.

“As of now, we don’t have any who are requesting 

time,” said BOC chairman Todd Higdon.

The chairman opened Monday’s meeting saying that 

the first BOC meetings of the month are work sessions 

and will be informal. He urged audience members to 

chime in with input on matters. He then praised the 

work of the county elections staff for its work in a 

tumultuous election year.

“It was very hectic for them,” said Higdon. “It was 

times that they had never seen before. With all the 

unscheduled recounts that took place, they went above 

and beyond for this county. I think they done an excel-

lent job and I want to recognize them for that…I’ve 

expressed my gratitude as to how well that ran. For 

some of y’all, if you get an opportunity, stop by and tell 

them thank you. They worked some long, long hours 

putting this together.”

In a separate matter, the board discussed the pro-

posed painting of the old Strickland House on Hwy. 98 

and the old Presbyterian Church on General Daniels 

Avenue off Hwy. 29 in front of the county government 

complex. Higdon said the painting appeared to be 

approved by former chairman John Scarborough, but 

Higdon said the paperwork he received didn’t appear 

to constitute a binding contract. He spoke with the 

company that was apparently tasked with performing 

the work and was told the work was supposed to start 

soon. Higdon told them to hold off on the work, that the 

county would consider bidding out the project, since it 

hadn’t been put out to bid yet. Higdon said the compa-

ny representative told him that they would be willing 

to place a bid on the painting projects. Board members 

agreed Monday that they would like to see the projects 

put out to bid. The two historical structures are unused 

and in disrepair. 

On a broader note, new District 2 commissioner 

Terry Chandler said he’d like the commissioners 

to have some discussions on exactly what needs to 
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Permanent 
switch to 
daylight 
saving time?

By Dave Williams

Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia would observe 

daylight saving time all 

year long subject to con-

gressional approval under 

legislation that cleared 

a committee in the state 

House of Representatives 

Thursday.

Switching every six 

months between daylight 

and standard time disrupts 

sleep patterns and has 

been shown to increase the 

number of heart attacks, 

car crashes and work-

place injuries, Rep. Wes 

Cantrell, R-Woodstock, the 

bill’s sponsor told mem-

bers of the State Planning 

& Community Affairs 

Committee.

“Our bodies are built to 

adjust slowly to the amount 

of daylight,” he said. “The 

vast majority of people 

want time change to stop.”

Cantrell introduced three 

bills on the topic last year. 

Two of the measures called 

for Georgia to observe day-

light time all year or stan-

dard time all year.

The third called for a 

statewide non-binding ref-

erendum to gauge the senti-

ments of Georgians toward 

the issue.

None of the bills got 

far last year because the 

coronavirus pandemic 

intervened, forcing a three-

month break in the 2020 

General Assembly session.

Sen. Ben Watson, 

R-Savannah, pre-filed two 

bills before this year’s ses-

sion calling either for a 

non-binding referendum or 

putting Georgia on standard 

time permanently.

A wrinkle in the possi-

bility of switching to day-

light time all year is that 

Danielsville hires 
full-time police officer

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville’s city council met last week in a 

special called meeting to take care of some business 

it was unable to complete at the regular meeting 

earlier this month because so many of the staff were 

under quarantine with COVID-19 infections.

City Clerk Susan Payne, who was working from 

home, facilitated the meeting, providing minutes, an 

agenda and other documents for the council.

In its first order of business, the council agreed to 

move part-time police officer Eric Cook to full-time 

beginning Feb. 1. 

The council also voted to appoint Steve Russum 

as mayor-pro tem for 2021 and also approved the 

following city appoints for the new year: city audi-

tors – Rushton and Co.; city judge – Robert Sneed; 

city attorney – Bubba Samuels; city engineer – B.G. 

Turnipseed Engineering; city clerk – Susan Payne; 

police chief – Cleve Williams; public works super-

visor – Josh Lester; grave digger – Moore Vault; and 

election superintendent – Madison County Election 


