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Looking
Ahead

Two big
votes slated
Monday
Votes on two large
projects — one in the
City of Commerce, the
other in West Jackson
— are slated for Monday, July 19.
Cook Properties
in Commerce
The Commerce City
Council is slated to
vote on the controversial Cook Communities
project, a major residential development proposed on the south side
of town.
Cook
Communities
wants to locate 418
homes (112 townhomes
and 306 single-family
homes) on 187 acres on
Hwy. 441 at Whitehill
School Rd.
A number of citizens
spoke against the project
during the Commerce
Planning Commission’s
June meeting. The planning commission voted
to recommend denial of
the development.
Hwy. 332/
Boone Rd. Project
A hearing is set Monday, July 19, on a request
for a 340-lot subdivision
in West Jackson.
The Jackson County
Board of Commissioners is slated to consider two map amendments for 170 acres off
Hwy. 332 at Boone Rd.
The applicant wants a
change in the future land
use from ag/forestry to
residential and a change
in the character area
from suburban to urban.
Approximately
340
lots are planned in the
development,
which
would be built in phases.
If the two map amendments are approved, the
applicant plans to seek
an R-2 zoning.
A number of area
residents voiced opposition to the project
at the Jackson County
Planning Commission
meeting in June, mostly
citing issues with traffic
in the area and lack of
road infrastructure, specifically on Boone Rd.
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High-speed passenger train

Proposed train route would go through county
An initial environmental study of a
proposed high-speed passenger train
from Atlanta to Charlotte chose the most
southern route for the train, the Greenfield Alternative, a route that would take
the train through Madison, Jackson and
Barrow counties in Northeast Georgia.
That route, if it is eventually approved,
would take the train south of Royston
into Madison County, south of Danielsville and into Athens. From there, the
route would go through a part of western Jackson County and eastern Barrow
County to approach Atlanta.

The Tier 1 environmental impact report for the project was release July 9.
The exact approach from Athens to Atlanta is being deferred for further study,
the study said.
Two ideas in the study suggested the
train leave Athens and run through West
Jackson and the Braselton-Hoschton
area to Swanee. The other idea would be
for the train to run through a smaller part
of southwestern Jackson County and part
of Barrow County to Lawrenceville.
See Route, page 2A

Hoschton

Proposed high-speed train route in Northeast
Georgia as part of an Atlanta-Charlotte project.

Jackson County Schools

School start
to look more
normal this year
By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Jordan Little poses with the birthday cards she’s received from
people across the world. Jordan’s mom, Jessica, posted a TikTok video asking for cards and the video went viral. During an
interview on Monday, July 12, the family estimated they’d received 12,000 cards. By that afternoon, they’d picked up another
load of cards and estimated they had 20,000.

Thousands of
birthday wishes
Local mom’s online
request for daughter’s
birthday goes viral
By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A Hoschton girl is celebrating her
birthday with thousands of people
across the world.
Jordan Little, who turns 9 years
old this month, has received countless birthday cards and gifts after her
mom, Jessica, posted a TikTok video
that went viral.
In the viral video, Jessica asked
viewers to send in birthday cards
for Jordan. The response was overwhelming.
“We’ve opened roughly 2,000
packages,” said Jessica. “…We’re
thinking we have around 12,000

cards to open. We’ve maybe opened
1,500 so far.”
By Monday afternoon, July 12,
the family estimated they’d received
20,000 cards.
VIRAL VIDEO
Jordan has always loved checking
the mail and likes to look through
the different letters delivered to their
family.
Her mom recalls her saying, “one
day, someone’s going to send me
something.”
Jessica decided to record a video
of Jordan checking the mail one day,
then she posted it on Facebook to
see if family and friends would send
cards throughout the month of July.
She later posted it on TikTok, thinking she’d receive a handful of cards
from viewers.

See BOE, page 2A

Commerce

See Birthday, page 2A

JCWSA

Illegal sewage dumping a rising concern
By Morgan Ervin
Jackson County Water and Sewage Authority manager Eric Klerk
discussed a problem of statewide
sludge dumping brought on after
landfills began raising tipping fees.
The higher fees were reportedly due
to stricter EPA restrictions and rising fuel costs.
As a result, some municipalities
and private companies resorted to
illegally dumping sewage into random systems.
According to Klerk, JCWSA has
fallen victim to such illegal dumping
in some of its far-flung manholes, a
situation that greatly increases the
county’s sewerage plant’s load and
creates other problems.
“We’re fortunate we have a huge
basin that is less susceptible to shock
loadings; if we had a smaller basin,
it would be causing us some serious

This time last year, local school districts were discussing mask requirements, virtual learning options and
possible delays in starting the school year. This school
year — with COVID-19 numbers a fraction of what they
were last July and easy public access to vaccines — will
look different.
The Jackson County Board of Education discussed the
upcoming school year during its July 12 work session.
“We’re really excited to actually start a school year,”
said Todd Nickelsen, assistant superintendent for human
resources and student support services.
The Center for Disease Control released new
COVID-19 guidance for K-12 schools on Friday, July
9, and district leadership will be meeting this week with
principals to discuss the upcoming school year.
“Generally speaking, we’re still going to use caution,
but we’re going to go back to school as much as normal,” said Jackson County School System superintendent April Howard.
Children under the age of 12 aren’t yet eligible to get
vaccinated and Howard said they will be discussing possible mitigation strategies with elementary principals.
“We will be talking with our elementary principals
about visitors and how we want to manage potential mitigation strategies,” she said. “…But generally speaking,

problems right now,” said Klerk.
OTHER UPDATES
Also during its July 8 meeting,
JCWSA associate engineer Nathan
Hester provided an engineering
projects update including details
on the Doster Creek interceptor and
Bear Creek Dam water line projects,
among several others. Hester also
provided projections on items in its
queue for years to come.
Doster Creek Interceptor Project
The Doster Creek interceptor will
consist of nearly a mile of 24-inch
sewer line near the intersection of
Hwy.124 and Creek Nation Road in
Jefferson and will eliminate the authority’s largest pump station.
With the anticipation of a lot of
rock, engineers project the cost to
See JCWSA, page 2A

WORK ON BANA ROAD BEGINS
Grading has begun on the construction of Bana
Road off of Hwy. 98 in Commerce. The road is
designed to serve industrial development on the
north side of I-85 running south from Hwy. 98.
It will be a gateway to the planned Rooker industrial park that is slated to have 10 buildings
totaling over 6 million square feet on 635 acres.
The timeline for that development is to be built in
two phases with phase 1 completed in 2024 and
phase 2 to be completed in 2029.

Commerce

Commerce’s water,
sewer systems
almost at capacity
By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A proposal that is slated to come before the Commerce City Council July 19 would significantly hike tap
fees for water and sewerage hook-ups in the city.
The move comes as a recommendation from a recent
study the city commissioned, a study that indicates the
See Commerce, page 2A

