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Barrow County is planning to eventu-

ally expand the judicial courthouse and 

detention center off Barrow Park Drive 

in Winder in the coming years, and coun-

ty officials are eyeing future special-pur-

pose local-option sales tax monies as the 

funding source for the future multi-mil-

lion-dollar project.

The county board of commissioners, 

during its Tuesday, Oct. 13 voting session, 

approved $45,000 to fund a space needs 

and expansion study for the 84,153-square-

foot facility. 

Silling Architects will complete the 

work and eventually provide an assess-

ment for projected needs, county manag-

er Mike Renshaw said. He added that the 

study is needed with the county’s popula-

tion expected to continue to grow over the 

next several years.

The current complex, constructed more 

than a decade ago through the use of vot-

er-approved SPLOST funds, was built 

with a “minimal expansion area” at the 

courthouse to accommodate the inclusion 

of the Barrow County State Court, and the 

detention center footprint includes space 

for an additional 64-bed housing unit.

Renshaw said the study will explore op-

tions for developing new housing units be-

yond the footprint of the current building 

and will explore the addition of additional 

courtrooms, judicial offices and jury as-

sembly space.

The study will also eventually give pro-

jected construction costs for the future ex-

pansion.

Renshaw said he did not currently have 

a projected cost, but he said old, possibly 

outdated estimates for the jail expansion 

were in the $2.5-3 million range.

If the county continues moving forward 

in the direction of an expansion and wants 

to use SPLOST funds, that would likely 

require that voters OK an extension of the 

current 1-cent SPLOST that expires June 

30, 2023 — meaning another referendum 

would likely be put before voters some-

time in 2022.

Renshaw said he is recommending the 

county pursue designating the project 

as “Level 1,” which would mean money 

would be taken right off the top of the 

SPLOST collections to fund the expan-

sion. The building of the judicial court-

house and detention center was a Level 1 

project in the SPLOST 2005 referendum 

that voters approved.

“This is going to be a major project,” 

BOC chairman Pat Graham said. “But it 

will also impact the amount of SPLOST 

proceeds the county and each city gets, so 

this will take a lot of communication with 

them in making sure they understand” the 

need for the expansion.

County plans expansion study for courthouse, jail
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A local developer’s plans 

to build a large mixed-use, 

high-density residential 

development in Hoschton 

were rejected by the Bar-

row County Board of 

Commissioners on Tues-

day, Oct. 13, following a 

contentious public hearing.

Commissioners voted 

5-2 (with commissioners 

Joe Goodman and Bill 

Brown in opposition to 

the motion) to deny Rid-

geline Land Planning and 

Holt Persinger’s request to 

rezone 53.2 acres at 1308 

Lec Stone Rd. — about a 

mile south of the intersec-

tion of highways 211 and 

124 — to R-3 in order to 

build 280 apartment units, 

158 townhomes and com-

mercial space on roughly 

8.5 acres of the property. 

The decision came a 

little less than a month 

after the county planning 

commission recommend-

ed denial of the request, 

citing concerns raised by 

residents over the impact 

the development would 

have on traffic in the area, 

stormwater issues and 

property values for nearby 

neighborhoods.

BOC denies 

rezoning 

request for 

development 
in Hoschton

The Barrow County 

School System on Thurs-

day, Oct. 8, reported anoth-

er sharp weekly increase in 

coronavirus-related quar-

antines for the past week, 

while the number of new-

ly-confirmed COVID-19 

cases also went up.

For the week of Oct. 

1-7, six students across the 

district tested positive for 

COVID-19, three were list-

ed as a “probable” case and 

267 other students were 

kept out of the schools as 

a precaution due to direct 

contact with someone with 

a positive or probable case, 

according to the most recent 

data. The district has been 

releasing weekly updates 

every Thursday.

The total number of stu-

dents impacted for the week 

(276) was up from 154 for 

the week of Sept. 24-30 — 

when three students had 

confirmed-positive cas-

es and one was listed as a 

probable case — and 69 the 

week before that.

The most significant im-

pact for the past week was 

at Westside Middle School, 

where 130 students were 

sent home from or kept out 

of school — including 29 on 

Tuesday, Oct. 6, and 85 on 

Wednesday, Oct. 7. 

Elsewhere, 28 students 

at Winder-Barrow High 

School and 20 at Bramlett 

Elementery were impact-

ed Tuesday, and Yargo El-

ementary had 28 students 

impacted Monday after 81 

there were impacted the pre-

vious week.

Also, 10 staff members 

across the district tested 

positive over the past week, 

while three more were quar-

antined as a probable case 

and 25 were quarantined 

due to direct contact with a 

positive or probable case.

“Direct contact” is de-

fined as making physical 

contact with or being within 

6 feet, for minutes or more, 

of a person who has a con-

firmed-positive test result or 

a suspected case.

The district is not disclos-

ing information on when 

students are able to return 

to the buildings, as officials 

have noted the amount of 

time a student has to quar-

antine varies depending on 

whether they exhibit symp-

toms and other factors.

Officials have also de-

clined to disclose further 

information about the in-

dividual school numbers, 

citing privacy concerns and 

multiple factors associated 

with contact-tracing.

Schools 
report more 
COVID-19 
cases, 
quarantines

New Victor Lord Park facilities open

Courtesy Barrow County Leisure Services

A recent aerial view is seen of the Victor Lord Park expansion. A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, for the more than $10 million project, which was approved by county voters as part 
of the SPLOST 2018 referendum and includes three multi-purpose athletic fields (one synthetic turf, 
two sodded grass), a grandstand/restroom building, an eight-court tennis complex, a dog park and 
other amenities. The size of the athletic complex, which already included baseball and softball fields, 
is now 103.3 acres. Several county officials and members of the citizen SPLOST committee that recom-
mended and advocated for the project spoke during the Oct. 7 event. The Piedmont Soccer Academy 
has a game that evening and other youth sporting events are now taking place at the new facilities. 

RIBBON-CUTTING HELD FOR EXPANSION PROJECT
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Barrow County board of commissioners chair Pat Graham cuts the ribbon, as commissioner Rolando 
Alvarez (middle), board of education chair Lynn Stevens (left) and others applaud.
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Barrow County leisure services director Dan Ma-
gee speaks during the Oct. 7 ribbon-cutting for the 
expansion of Victor Lord Park in Winder.
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Barrow County manager Mike Renshaw speaks 
during the Oct. 7 event.
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