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The Winder City Council has altered its 

meeting schedule for the remainder of the 

year, and the change is likely to take effect 

through next year as well.

Mayor David Maynard has suspended the 

rotating weekly meetings of the council’s 

four standing committees — finance and 

benefits, public safety, planning and de-

velopment, and utilities and stormwater — 

until further notice amid concerns over the 

structure of those meetings, and the council 

will instead hold a second work session in 

November and December.

The second November work session is set 

for 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 21, at the Wind-

er Community Center, where the council 

holds its regularly-scheduled meetings. 

The council will hold another work 

session at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 2, and its 

monthly voting session at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 3, at the community center before 

holding another work session at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 19, at the Winder Police 

Department.

Maynard said that is likely to be the 

council’s approach going forward. A full 

council vote on the 2020 meeting schedule 

is expected at the council’s Dec. 3 voting 

session.

In recent years, the full council has typi-

cally held official meetings at the commu-

nity center on the first Monday for a work 

session and the first Tuesday for a voting 

session most months with holidays being 

the exception. 

Committee meetings have been held each 

Thursday (except the fifth Thursday of any 

month) at 6 p.m. in the upstairs conference 

room at city hall.

But Maynard said he recommended the 

change after concerns were raised about the 

openness of the meetings. While the com-

mittees — which the mayor has the power 

to designate under the city’s charter — were 

designed to have three council members 

present to hear presentations on certain top-

ics and make recommendations to the full 

six-member council, the full council, or at 

least a quorum, has been present at the bulk 

of the meetings.

Winder council meeting schedule changed
Committee meetings to 

be replaced by formal 

work sessions 
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BILL RUTLEDGE 

ROAD CLOSED 

FOR 30 DAYS

A 30-day closure of Bill 

Rutledge Road due to the 

widening and construction 

of the West Winder Bypass 

took effect Monday, Nov. 

18.

Drivers will be detoured 

onto Patrick Mill Road, to 

Carl Bethlehem Road, to 

Bill Rutledge Road and the 

reverse.

SENIOR CENTER 

THANKSGIVING 

LUNCHEON SET

The Barrow County 

Senior Center’s annual 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

will be held at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 21, at the 

senior center, 80 Lee St., 

Winder.

R.S.V.P. to Deidra 

Mathis, center coordinator, 

at dmathis@barrowga.org 

or 770-307-3025.

JAEMOR FARMS AT 

NGMC BARROW

Northeast Georgia Med-

ical Center (NGMC) Bar-

row will host three upcom-

ing daylong Jaemor Farms 

pop-up farmers’ markets in 

the hospital atrium.

The dates are Nov. 21, 

Dec. 5 and Dec. 19.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

DAY SET

The Barrow County Food 

Pantry, in partnership with 

the Food Bank of Northeast 

See Briefs, page 3A

Two Winder-Barrow 

High School students were 

arrested Tuesday, Nov. 19, 

for possession of a firearm 

on school property.

According to a Barrow 

County Sheriff’s Office 

news release, the BCSO’s 

school resource officer at 

the school received a tip 

around 8:40 a.m. Tuesday 

that a student had a gun on 

campus. The officer made 

contact with the student and 

ultimately secured the fire-

arm without incident.

An investigation led to 

another student who had 

brought the firearm to 

school initially, according 

to the release.

Both students, whose 

names weren’t released be-

cause they are juveniles, 

were arrested and transport-

ed to the Regional Youth 

Detention Center.

“There is no evidence of 

any intent by either of the 

juveniles to use the gun on 

campus,” Maj. Ryan Sears 

with the sheriff’s office 

said.

Two 
WBHS 
students 
arrested for 
having gun 
on campus

Barrow County is expected 

to pay about $2.6 million to-

ward the Upper Oconee Ba-

sin Water Authority’s 2020 

budget.

Barrow County uses the 

second-largest amount of the 

UOBWA water supply and 

pays nearly 31 percent of the 

operating budget. The county 

pays almost 38 percent of the 

agency’s debt service, which 

will be $1.324 million for the 

fiscal year 2020.

The proposed UOBWA 

budget for 2020 will increase 

about 5 percent over the 

amended 2019 budget.

The UOBWA board is ex-

pected to approve the 2020 

budget at its November meet-

ing. 

The board heard a presen-

tation about the budget at its 

September meeting.

Counties that are includ-

ed in UOBWA are Barrow, 

Jackson, Oconee and Clarke 

counties. Clarke County re-

ceives only raw water from 

the agency when it needs it. 

The other three counties get 

finished water for customers.

UOBWA 
budget to 
be more 
than $3M

Barrow County one of  three 
finalists for company location

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

Barrow County is in the running to be the next 

home to an undisclosed manufacturing business that 

would bring in 200 jobs to the community, according 

to the county’s director of economic development.

Lisa Maloof told the Winder-Barrow Industrial 

Building Authority and Joint Development Authority 

during a Monday, Nov. 18 meeting that the county is 

one of three finalists and the business, which has not 

been revealed to her, is eyeing the Park 53 business 

park at highways 316 and 53 as a location.

Maloof said the site selection firm that is scouting 

locations for the company contacted the county to let 

officials know Barrow was under consideration. The 

project has a code name, Maloof said, and the firm 

provided her with sparse details. 

She said she learned through a phone conversation 

that Barrow and two other Georgia counties were the 

finalists.

The company, which is planning a $9 million in-

vestment, according to Maloof, is interested in build-

ing on “15 to 30” acres at Park 53 and has scouted 

both sides of the park. The park has 182 acres on the 

south side of Highway 316 and 90 acres on the north 

side.

Maloof was hired as the county’s full-time eco-

nomic development director last year when county 

manager Mike Renshaw decided to split the former 

economic and community development department 

into two separate departments, and one of her top pri-

orities since taking the position has been attracting a 

company to the vacant business park.

This past summer, the county board of commis-

sioners approved a millage levy on the property for 

Fiscal Year 2020 in order to generate money to make 

a $1.1 million debt payment on the property and for 

several upgrades to the property, including grading a 

portion of it, making road improvements and building 

a monument entrance sign with landscaping.

Maloof said she did not have a timetable for when 

the company could make its final decision.

Undisclosed manufacturing business would employ 

200 people, make $9M investment at Park 53

Google Maps image

An overhead view of Barrow County’s Park 53 industrial/business park is pictured with the southern 
portion outlined. The county also owns property as part of the park to the north of Georgia 316/U.S. 29. 
Barrow County is one of three finalists for an undisclosed manufacturing company that would bring 
200 jobs to the community. The company is considering Park 53 as a location.

See Council, page 2A

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Barrow County School 

System will probably have traf-

fic studies done at each school 

and speed enforcement cameras 

placed at those schools that have a 

large number of speeders.

The Barrow County Board of 

Education heard a report Tuesday, 

Nov. 19 about the cameras. Sher-

iff Jud Smith and Mark Hutchin-

son, with Blue Line Solutions, 

which would install the cameras, 

spoke to the board.

Smith said a study was done on 

Highway 11 South for five days 

and more than 8,700 vehicles 

were doing more than 10 miles 

per hour above the posted speed 

limit.

He said a study would be done 

for each school zone before the 

cameras are installed.

Smith said the “goal” would be 

to reduce the number of speeding 

vehicles by at least 60 percent.

He said the project is “not a 

moneymaking thing,” but speed-

ers will receive a ticket for $100. 

The money would be split 50-50 

between the sheriff’s office and 

the company. He said the sheriff’s 

office money would be used for 

public safety.

Cases would be heard in pro-

bate court so that “due process” is 

available, Smith said.

Smith and Hutchinson empha-

sized the educational part of the 

program. The sheriff said warn-

ings would be issued, not tickets, 

for the first 30 days of the pro-

gram. Hutchinson said the com-

pany hopes to make presentations 

to PTOs and other school groups 

about the program and the camer-

as.

Smith said email “blasts” and 

Facebook posts also will discuss 

the program.

“We want to look at these as an 

education for our folks,” he said.

Smith said he hopes to start the 

program in late February or early 

March.

Hutchinson said the cameras 

are just like the LIDAR “guns” 

that officers use and are calibrated 

each day.

The cameras will not cost the 

school system.

Speed cameras likely coming to Barrow schools

See BOE, page 2A


