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Mac and Cheryl Adams can 

see the new biomass power plant 

from their house on Zetta Lee 

Johnson Road in Colbert. They 

can hear it. And they can smell it.

It’s the smelling that most 

concerns them. There’s fre-

quent smoke. They can see par-

ticles in the air at night through 

a flashlight beam. They see the 

stockpiles of railroad ties, which 

Georgia Renewable Power (GRP) 

burns to generate electricity, and 

they worry that burning such ties, 

treated with creosote, a wood pre-

servative, will harm them. They 

don’t know exactly what they’re 

breathing in, but they know it’s 

something. And they don’t think 

it seems good at all.

Mac Adams said his wife is 

suffering physically from the 

smoke and that her nose, eyes and 

throat burn. He said she never had 

issues prior to the plant opening.

“It’s like an allergic reaction,” 

he said.

He said the smoke is intense at 

times.

“She took a wet white sock and 

walked through the yard, and you 

could see the soot on it,” he said.

Others near the Adams family 

are expressing the same concerns.

“It is 12:44 a.m. Oct. 2 and 

again I have been awakened by 

a loud noise from the biomass 

plant (GRP) on the HV Chandler 

Road,” wrote Ted Fowler of Col-

bert in an email. “I went outside 

with my flashlight and could see 

particles in the air through the 

beam of the flashlight and could 

smell a strange smell. Not only 

could this be harmful to humans, 

there are animals that are breath-

ing whatever this is.”

Angela Muffley, who lives .9 

miles from the plant, said she 

worries what the facility means 

for her children.

“We worry about our two sons’ 

health,” she said. “One child has 

asthma and we worry about the 

air pollution and water safety…. 

I would like to know what the ac-

tual risk to our health is with this 

plant being located in Madison 

County, especially those of us 

who live so close.”

A TALE OF TWO 

PERSPECTIVES

The new GRP plant in Col-

bert is a tale of two perspectives 

in Madison County: money and 

health. In terms of money, GRP 

is a new, major business in a rural 

county long-starved for new com-

mercial tax dollars. For decades, 

county leaders have preached 

about the need to boost the coun-

ty’s struggling commercial base 

to offset the financial burden on 

property taxpayers.

GRP is now a major tax con-

tributor to Madison County. And 

county commissioners were 

able to pass the 2020 budget re-

cently with a projected year-end 

cash reserve for the first time in 

years, thanks to the “GRP bump” 

— $1.66 million split between 

the county government, school 

system and industrial authority. 

The county also ran a 12-inch, 

12-mile water line down Hwy. 72 

from Elbert County to the plant at 

a cost of roughly $4.7 million, but 

the county received $2 million in 

grants and will use water sales 

revenue from GRP to pay back a 

loan for the line. GRP also deed-

ed a three-million gallon water 

tank, valued at $1 million, to the 

county.

County leaders have voiced 

great satisfaction in seeing this 

come together with GRP. The 

Hwy. 72 line represents a major 

new infrastructure asset for the 

county, since it provides a sta-

ble new water source that can 

improve fire protection and be 

spread to other parts of the coun-

ty. The line is also seen as a way 

to boost industrial growth along 

Hwy. 72, which is designated as 

the county’s “industrial growth 

corridor.”

The financial picture is the fo-

cus of leaders who helped make 

the project happen. But money 

isn’t the focus of those living 

close to the plant. Health of their 

families — that’s much more 

important to them. They want 

to know: “Will this power plant 

harm us?”

PERMIT CHANGES 

ALLOW BURNING OF TIES

The question of environmental 

safety is the business of the Geor-

gia Environmental Protection 

Division (EPD), whose online 

documents show a permit change 

for GRP that opens the door for 

burning creosote-treated railroad 

ties, which were once a prohibit-

ed fuel source.

The EPD reports that “creo-

sote treated railroad ties means 

railway support ties treated with 

a wood preservative containing 

creosols and phenols and made 

from coal tar oil.”

Such a fuel source was not ini-

tially in the plans for GRP, which 

was first issued a permit by the 

EPD in October 2015 to construct 

an electric power-generating fa-

cility in Colbert. According to 

EPD permitting documents found 

on its website, the facility was 

originally permitted as a “700 

MMBtu/hr. stoker boiler burn-

ing clean cellulosic biomass with 

Neighbors of  new biomass plant worry 

about noise, runoff, emissions; what do 

EPD, GRP and local leaders have to say?

Photo courtesy of Veolia Energy
This photo shows Georgia Renewable Power’s Madison Biomass Power Plant on HV Chandler 
Road in Colbert at about 90-percent completion.

A large supply of railroad ties at the Georgia Renewable Power 
plant is visible from HV Chandler Road in Colbert.

David Groves of Veolia En-
ergy manages GRP plants in 
Colbert and Carnesville.

Public health

Power Plant

and the

— See interview with GRP plant manager, Page 3A

See Power, page 2A

INFRASTRUCTURE ELECTIONS

BUSINESS

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

As the school system’s student rosters 

grow, county offices expand and new 

businesses and new housing go up in the 

county seat, the small sewer system that 

services it all is struggling.

That’s not news.

Danielsville officials have been saying 

this for some time and have repeatedly 

asked the county for help, specifically 

by allocating more SPLOST (Special 

Purpose Local Option Sales Tax) funds 

for the city’s infrastructure, citing the 

many tax-exempt government entities it 

provides services to.

“We have been repeatedly told we 

needed to seek grants and loans,” Hig-

don told the council at its business meet-

ing Monday night. “Well we have been 

working on that.”

USDA (United States Department of 

Agriculture) officials told Mayor Todd 

Hidgon and City Clerk Susan Payne a 

couple of weeks ago that they would not 

be able to obtain a government loan with 

the current revenue they have coming in 

from sewer customers.

With this information in hand, the city 

plans to make their case for a “partner-

ship” going forward on upgrades to the 

city’s sewer system.

They have called for a meeting with 

county, school and industrial authority 

officials Friday morning at 10 a.m. in 

the industrial authority boardroom in the 

historic courthouse.

Also on hand will be Jack Stanek, the 

USDA’s Director of Community Pro-

grams, who will provide information on 

the grant/loan application process and 

where Danielsville stands.

Higdon said Stanek told he and Payne 

at their meeting that he could see that the 

city badly needed the financial help and 

that he was “frankly shocked” that they 

were a standalone entity with the sewer 

system considering their situation with 

government entities within the city.

Higdon said Stanek told them “I see 

your need, see your assets and your us-

ers” and that as things stand there is “no 

way possible to put a loan through” be-

cause they don’t have enough people (or 

entities) paying enough in fees to repay 

such a loan and suggested that they meet 

with local government officials again.

“They (USDA) has looked at the city 

‘inside and out’ and understand what we 

have and what needs to be done,” Hig-

don said. “…What (Stanek) told us was 

a factual statement that proves the city 

is not ‘crying wolf’ about what we face. 

They can see that we have a legitimate 

cause here.”

Payne supplied figures to the coun-

cil that averaged usage among all of 

Danielsville’s water customers over the 

previous 12 months (through the end 

of September). Of the 12.5 million gal-

lons on average taken into the system 

annually, 59 percent of the waste came 

from county and school entities within 

the city. These include such facilities as 

the jail, schools and school board offic-

es, the government complex and others. 
The remaining 41 percent came from city res-

idents and small businesses.

“Everybody has got to work together to 

Danielsville to meet with county, school 
officials Friday about sewer needs

See D’ville, page 6A

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The November 2019 bal-

lot may just be a warmup 

for next year’s elections, but 

there are significant issues 

for Madison County voters 

to consider Nov. 5 — or now, 

for that matter.

Early voting opened Mon-

day and local voters can now 

offer a “Yes” or “No” on two 

countywide issues — re-

newal of the one-cent sales 

tax for local improvement 

projects and a referendum 

on allowing Sunday alcohol 

sales in the county between 

12:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m.

All early voting takes 

place at the Board of Elec-

tions Office, 94 Spring Lake 

Drive, Danielsville. Voters 

should bring their picture 

ID to vote. Registered voters 

can also request an absen-

tee ballot. Voters will need 

to ask for an absentee ballot 

in writing. They can call the 

elections office or email Tra-

cy Dean at tdean@madison-

co.us and she will mail them 

an application that they com-

plete and mail, email or fax it 

back to the office. Once the 

application is verified, Dean 

will mail their ballot to them. 

Voters don’t have to give a 

reason to vote by absentee 

ballot. There is no Saturday 

voting in this election. For 

more information, call the 

Board of Elections Office at 

706-795-6335.

The primary issue on the 

November ballot is the re-

newal of the one-cent Spe-

cial Purpose Local Option 

Sales Tax (SPLOST), which 

is projected to bring in ap-

proximately $13,312,095 

for the purpose of providing 

funds to pay the costs of cap-

ital outlay projects through 

an intergovernmental agree-

ment between the county 

and the cities. The tax is not 

new, but the continuation of 

a one-cent tax that has been 

in renewed every five to six 

years for decades.

If renewed, the lion’s share 

of county funds will go to 

the road department in the 

amount of $5,455,000 spread 

out over the six-year period. 

Other recipients of SPLOST 

Early voting underway 

in Madison County

See Voting, page 6A


