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MAILING LABEL

The supply of an im-

portant treatment option 

for COVID-19 patients is 

waning across Northeast 

Georgia Health System 

campuses as hospitaliza-

tions continue to increase 

and reports of new area 

COVID cases skyrocket. 

The system was treating 

110 patients as of Monday 

(Dec. 27), compared to 

just 31 cases on Nov. 22. 

The daily average of new 

cases in area counties has 

more than doubled over 

the past week and more 

than tripled in Gwinnett 

County.

According to a recent 

post from NGHS, hos-

pitals across the state, 

including the NGHS sys-

tem, are finding doses of 

COVID-19 monoclonal 

antibodies in more limit-

ed supply as the Omicron 

variant starts to take over 

as the dominant version of 

the virus.

Since August, NGHS 

has administered the treat-

ment to eligible patients, 

but its growing popularity 

and effectiveness has lim-

ited its availability.

As a result, patients cur-

rently seeking COVID-19 

monoclonal antibody 

treatment or who need 

it in the future might 

not be able to receive it 

at NGHS or anywhere 

nearby, according to the 

press release. Addition-

ally, the monoclonal an-

tibody treatment used 

currently has been found 

to “have diminished po-

tency against Omicron,” 

according to Regeneron, 

the company that devel-

oped it.

However, the treatment 

is still effective for the 

Delta variant patients, 

according to the press re-

lease. Additionally, Re-

generon said multiple 

“next generation” mono-

clonal antibodies target-

ing SARS-CoV-2, which 

are active against the 

Omicron and Delta vari-

ants, as well as other vari-

ants, should be ready for 

distribution in early 2022.

Meanwhile, with 110 

COVID patients, NGHS 

heads into 2022 with its 

highest caseload since late 

Oct. 16 when it was treat-

ing 118 patients. But cas-

es were on the decline at 

that point in October. The 

system is currently in the 

midst of a surge that has 

seen case numbers more 

than triple since late No-

vember.

It remains to be seen 

if this surge will even-

tually reach previous 

COVID-patient peaks at 

NGHS. 

The system was overrun 

with 333 cases on Sept. 9 

during the fourth wave of 

the pandemic before num-

bers began to fall. 

A record 355 COVID 

patients were treated at 

NGHS facilities in Jan-

uary of 2021 during the 

peak of the third wave.

NEW CASES 

SPIKE IN AREA

The average number of 

new COVID cases sky-

rocketed across Jackson, 

Hall, Barrow and Gwin-

nett counties over the past 

week, more than tripling 

in Gwinnett County and 

nearly tripling in Barrow 

County. Jackson County 

and Hall County saw their 

averages increase by more 

than double.

Here are the seven-day 

moving-averages for new 

cases for each of the four 

counties reported this 

Monday (Dec. 27) com-

pared to last Monday 

(Dec. 20).

•Jackson County: 39.4, 

up from 14.6.

•Hall County: 86.7, up 

from 35.7.

•Barrow County: 46.1, 

up from 15.9.

•Gwinnett County: 

652.3, up from 205.9.

COVID update 

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Some big-ticket items 

have generated the City of 

Hoschton’s biggest budget 

to date.

The city council, on Dec. 

20, approved a near $3.08 

million general-fund bud-

get, marking an increase of 

nearly 87.4% over last year.

Mayor Shannon Sell said 

in November, when the 

draft budget was released, 

that the 2022 budget would 

be the “largest budget the 

City of Hoschton has ever 

seen.”

Hoschton levies no prop-

erty tax on its residents.

One major reason for the 

jump is to fund a new $1.15 

million city hall building 

with the city having out-

grown its current space. The 

city budgeted $428,400 for 

facilities last year. The new 

city hall facility will push 

that figure to $1.22 million 

this year.

The city is also looking 

to grow its recently-rein-

stated police department.

Police expenses will 

jump from $89,250 to 

$359,500 in fiscal year 

2022, with money spent 

for regular employees in-

creasing from $21,000 to 

$150,000. City leaders have 

previously said they look 

to begin hiring officers in 

2022. Hoschton currently 

only employs a chief of po-

lice. Police vehicle expens-

es will also increase from 

City finances 

A look back 

at 2021

Year-in-review 

NGHS back over 
100 COVID patients, 
seeing treatment 
supply shortage as 
surge continues

With new city hall, PD expansion on the 
books, Hoschton approves $3 million budget

From the opening of a spacious 

new high school on the west side 

of Jackson County to changes in 

local municipal leadership to the 

community dealing with the third 

and fourth waves of the COVID-19 

pandemic, the calendar year of 

2021 was an eventful one in the 

Braselton-Hoschton area. The 

community was rocked with trag-

edy, too, in 2021 when a local law 

enforcement officer was killed in 

the line of duty in November. Here 

is a look back at the past year’s 

headlines.

JANUARY

Orr announces he won’t seek 

re-election

Longtime Braselton Mayer Bill 

Orr announced on Jan. 11 that he 

would step down from his seat 

at the end of the year. Orr gave a 

number of reasons for not pursuing 

re-election, noting that “three terms 

is enough” and that new leadership 

can bring new energy and ideas to 

a board. Orr said he also plans to 

focus on his business. Orr and his 

wife operate 101 Mobility of Geor-

gia and East Tennessee.

Hoschton approves council 

pay raise

The Hoschton City Council on 

Jan. 18 approved an ordinance to 

increase compensation for coun-

cil members and the mayor. In 

addition to the pay hikes, council 

members and the mayor were also 

eligible for city insurance and re-

tirement benefits.

The vote called for the mayor 

to be paid $1,000 per month and 

council members $500 per month. 

The mayor and council were re-

ceiving $25 per meeting per month 

with a cap of $75 per month.

COVID hospitalizations 

set record

Northeast Georgia Health Sys-

tem, which serves the Braselton 

area, reported a record 355 COVID 

patients in January as the pandem-

ic’s third waved peaked. The num-

ber of patients fell off in the spring 

and most of the summer before 

cases surged again in late summer/

early fall.

Hall County approves 

controversial 

townhome project

Hall County leaders, in late Jan-

uary, gave the go-ahead to a con-

troversial residential project in the 

Braselton area.

The Hall County Board of Com-

missioners voted Jan. 28 to approve 

a rezoning request for 40 acres at 

7285 Spout Springs Rd.

See 2021, page 3A

See Budget, page 5A

Community members, on Nov. 15, watched the processional drive from Jefferson to Braselton, 

where services were held for fallen Jackson County deputy Lena Marshall, who was killed in 

the line of duty. 

Students enter the new 293,700 square-foot Jackson County 

High School as doors open July 30 for the first day of class. 


