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Rio, 7, and Maxwell King, 9, panned for gems and shells at Sterling and Stone 

during the 29th annual Art in the Park festival at Hurricane Shoals. The booth 

is owned by Bo Bryant of Elberton. The Kings recently moved from Japan to 

Pendergrass. See more on page 12A.

GRUBBIN’ FOR GEMS

All four high schools in Jackson Coun-

ty topped the state average graduation rate 

last year.

The Georgia Department of Education 

released its 2019 four-year cohort gradu-

ation rates last week.

East Jackson Comprehensive High 

School had the highest graduation rate in 

Jackson County, totaling 97.4-percent.

Jefferson High School had a 95.9-per-

cent graduation rate, followed closely by 

Commerce High School at 95.8-percent.

Jackson County Comprehensive High 

School came in at 94.6-percent.

All four schools were well above the 

state average of 82-percent.

Local schools 

top state average 

graduation rate
By Alex Buffington

alex@mainstreetnews.com

Hearings for two recall petition chal-

lenges in Hoschton have been scheduled.

Senior Judge David R. Sweat will hold 

hearings on the “sufficiency” of recall pe-

titions against Hoschton mayor Theresa 

Kenerly and mayor pro tem Jim Cleve-

land on Oct. 2.

Kenerly’s hearing is set for 9:30 a.m. 

followed by Cleveland’s at 11 a.m.

Both will be held at the Jackson County 

Courthouse.

Sweat, a visiting judge, has heard mul-

tiple cases in Jackson County in recent 

years.

BACKGROUND

Kenerly and Cleveland came under fire 

after Kenerly was accused of pulling an 

application of a candidate for city admin-

istrator because he is black. In a news 

article, Cleveland defended Kenerly and 

voiced his opposition to interracial rela-

tionships.

Citizens have since packed the 

Hoschton City Council meetings, call-

ing for their resignations. Multiple ethics 

complaints have been filed and a recall 

effort was started earlier this year.

Organizers gathered over 100 signa-

tures against both Kenerly and Cleveland 

and turned in a recall petition application 

in early September. The Jackson County 

Board of Elections verified those signa-

tures a few days later, opening the next 

round of signature gathering. But that 

next step was quickly put on hold when 

Kenerly and Cleveland filed their chal-

lenges in the Superior Court of Jackson 

County.

Recall challenge 

hearings set Oct. 2

Suzanne Owens, a candidate for 

Hoschton City Council, plans to with-

draw her candidacy.

Owens qualified to run for one of two 

Hoschton City Council seats on the Nov. 

5 General Election ballot. She said Sept. 

19 that she plans to withdraw since she 

is moving and will no longer reside in 

Hoschton.

That leaves three candidates — incum-

bent Mindi Kiewert, Shantwon Astin and 

Adam Ledbetter — to vie for the two 

seats in November.

The two top vote-getters will secure the 

seats. Council member Susan Powers is 

not seeking re-election.

Owens plans 

to withdraw 

from Hoschton 

council race

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

A proposed controversial subdivision 

off Jefferson Rd. in Commerce was rec-

ommended for approval Sept. 23 by the 

Commerce Planning Commission. It had 

been tabled by the group in August.

The recommendation comes with sev-

en conditions, among them reducing the 

number of houses on the 50 acres down to 

69. The property would be annexed into 

the city and would be zoned R-1, the same 

zoning it is now in unincorporated Jackson 

County.

The Commerce City Council is slated to 

Subdivision 

rejected in August 

gets OK now

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County government be-

gan a series of public comprehensive plan 

meetings Wednesday (Sept. 18) at the 

Jackson County Administrative Building. 

The first meeting was for members of the 

South Jackson communities to give their 

input on the future direction of the county.

Justin Crighton of Jackson County plan-

ning and zoning, gave those in attendance 

a background of the comprehensive plan, 

its purpose and the importance of public 

input.

“At its best, a comprehensive plan should 

be used as a guide for a community for the 

next 10-20 years,” Crighton said. “We use 

it in a lot of different ways. It sets up pol-

icies, some aspirational goals, there’s also 

a short term program that works to imple-

ment goals and policies. It’s a good idea 

to stop and take stock especially with the 

pace of development in recent years. It’s 

good to stop and see what our policies are 

Comp plan meeting 

held for South Jackson

See Subdivision, page 2A

See Comp, page 2A

Developers of a proposed large develop-

ment in Braselton have requested to defer 

a hearing on the project.

Stolz Partners, LLC, requested to defer 

its request for one month. It was set to go 

before the Braselton Planning Commis-

sion on Monday, Sept. 23.

Stolz Partners is requesting annexation 

and rezoning of 77 acres at the corner of 

Hwy. 53 and Braselton Pkwy.

Developers plan 240 multi-family units, 

six commercial outparcels and nearly 

500,000 square feet of warehouse/distri-

bution space.

Developers 

request deferral 

on large Braselton 

development

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Jackson County has the 

third-highest suicide rate in the 

state, according to a recent study 

done by Ohio State.

In a national survey broken 

down by counties, the study rat-

ed each county by comparing 

the expected number of suicides 

with the actual number. Counties 

with a ratio of 1 represented the 

expected rate.

In 2014-2016, Jackson County 

had a ratio of 2.03, a little more 

than double the expected rate. 

That was only behind Franklin 

County (2.07) and Hart County 

(2.23) in Georgia.

September is national Suicide 

Prevention Month.

According to state health data, 

in 2016 Jackson County had 10 

suicides for a rate of 15.6 per 

100,000. That was not in the top 

tier of rates in the state, accord-

ing to that data.

So far in 2019, Jackson County 

Jackson has 3rd highest suicide rate

See Suicide, page 2A

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners agreed Sept. 16 

to amend a planning commission 

decision involving a business ex-

pansion at 2367 Hwy. 441 South 

in Commerce.

The planning commission had 

recommended approval of a re-

zoning for 134 acres to allow 

M&M Properties of Commerce 

to expand its manufacturing of 

farm implements, but with the 

condition that once the firm had 

45 employees, it would have to 

connect to a public sewerage 

system.

Dylan Wilbanks, attorney for 

M&M, told the BOC that the 

company already has 35 employ-

ees on its existing neighboring 

site and that with the new facility 

it plans to build, would hit or ex-

ceed the 45 employee cap. With 

the nearest public sewerage line 

several miles away, the company 

would have to shut down, or not 

expand at all, he said in a memo 

to the board.

The BOC agreed to allow 

M&M to continue using a septic 

system until public sewerage be-

comes available in the area.

BRASELTON  

ROUNDABOUT

In other action, a planned 

Commerce project gets BOC green light

See BOC, page 2A

A Jefferson Elementa-

ry School 2nd grader was 

slated to return to class this 

week after a steak knife was 

found in his book bag on 

Sept. 19.

While the incident left 

some parents upset, school 

officials said this week 

that they don’t believe the 

8-year-old had malicious 

intent.

According to a report 

from the Jefferson Police 

Department, the child also 

had a list of names of fellow 

students who he wanted to 

“arrest” or “ticket” while 

playing a cop.

“Apparently, the juvenile 

thought he needed some-

thing like the police have (a 

weapon) to better play his 

games as a police officer,” 

the report said.

The report also said that 

“at no time did the juve-

nile brandish the knife and 

threaten any student or use 

the knife in any offensive 

manner toward anyone.”

However, a police re-

port quoted by an Atlanta 

television station about the 

incident quoted officers as 

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Needing more space for 

outdoor events in down-

town Jefferson, the city’s 

MainStreet Jefferson orga-

nization wants an outdoor 

venue.

Main Street director Beth 

Laughinghouse presented 

the city council on Sept. 23 

with a capital projects re-

quest for a $2.5 million am-

phitheater with both terrace 

and lawn seating. The proj-

ect would include parking 

spaces. The venue, which 

would be located behind the 

South Public Square section 

of downtown, could hold 

approximately 1,000 peo-

ple.

“We need that dedicated 

space downtown for events,” 

Laughinghouse said.

All events currently being 

hosted on streets and side-

walks downtown — includ-

ing the farmers’ market and 

the city’s Freedom Festival 

— could move to this facil-

ity. The space could also be 

rented out to organizations 

and businesses that wish to 

host events.

Main Street Jefferson 

seeks more space for its 

own operations as well.

Laughinghouse presented 

a $200,000 capital project 

request to renovate an old 

gas station into an office for 

the organization. 

Main Street Jefferson 

is currently housed in the 

Crawford Long Museum 

and is crunched for space in 

Amphitheater in downtown Jefferson discussed

See Amphitheater, page 2A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Following multiple dis-

cussions over the past 

month, the Jefferson leaders 

unanimously approved the 

city’s millage rate and bud-

get for 2020 on Sept. 23.

The city council unan-

imously passed a millage 

rate of 5.75, a .15 drop from 

the current rate of 5.9, to 

provide a small property tax 

decrease for city residents.

“I think there’s been a 

good deal of discussion, 

and a great deal of thought 

has gone into this process,” 

councilman Jon Howell 

said. “I think this is a mea-

sured approach, but a mean-

ingful approach to a tax re-

duction for our citizens.”

Howell said the decrease 

comes as surrounding cities 

have raised their millage 

rates.

“I think this will be ap-

preciated by our citizens,” 

he said.

The council then unan-

imously OK’d an $11.66 

million budget. The spend-

ing plan is down 8.1 percent 

from last year’s budget. The 

budget calls for $4.33 mil-

lion in property taxes.

The spending plan in-

cluded only standard cap-

ital improvement projects 

undertaken by the city an-

nually. The council, howev-

er, will review larger capital 

improvement projects over 

the next month that it may 

want to prioritize through 

budget amendments.

The council also ap-

proved a $7.19 million wa-

ter and sewer budget, down 

22.42 percent from last 

year’s budget.

BOND REFINANCING 

PASSES

On Thursday, Sept. 19, 

the council approved a res-

olution to refinance bonds 

from 2009 and 2012 that 

Jefferson passes millage rate and budget

See Jefferson, page 2A

Jefferson Elementary 2nd 

grader had knife at school

See JES, page 2A


