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Here’s what’s coming up 

around the county:

Schools to 

return July 30

Students across Jackson 

County will return to the 

hallways next week.

The first day of school is 

July 30 for the Commerce 

City, Jackson County and 

Jefferson City school sys-

tems.

Municipal elections, 

qualifying

The General Municipal 

Election will be held Tues-

day, Nov. 2, for Arcade, 

Braselton, Commerce, 

Hoschton, Jefferson, Mays-

ville, Nicholson, Pender-

grass and Talmo. Qualifying 

will be held in August for 

seats up for election in those 

cities (qualifying details will 

be published in an upcoming 

issue of The Jackson Her-

ald).

Early voting for the Nov. 

2 election will be held at the 

Jackson County Elections 

Office, 441 Gordon St. Mon-

days-Fridays from 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m. on Oct. 11-29. Satur-

day early voting will be held 

at the elections office on Oct. 

16 and 23 from 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m.

Election Day voting will 

be held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

at city polling locations.

Absentee-by-mail ballots 

can be requested starting 

Aug. 16. The deadline to 

receive absentee ballot ap-

plications is Oct. 22. The 

request form and other de-

tails can be found at jack 

soncountygov.com/195/Cur 

rent-Election-Information.

•••

Government meetings

Government meetings 

scheduled this week include:

•Jackson County Plan-

ning Commission — Thurs-

day, July 22, at 6 p.m.

•Nicholson City Council 

work session — Thursday, 

July 22, at 6:30 p.m.

•Jefferson City Council 

voting session — Monday, 

July 26, at 6 p.m.

•Commerce Downtown 

Development Authority — 

Monday, July 26, at 4 p.m.

•Commerce Planning 

and Zoning Commission — 

Monday, July 26, at 6 p.m.

•Braselton Planning 

Commission – Monday, 

July 26, at 7 p.m.

Looking 

ahead

School bells 

to ring again 

next week

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A backpack may not 

seem like much to most 

people, but for some chil-

dren, it’s all they have. A 

local nonprofit, Adven-

ture Bags, is expanding its 

reach in the community, 

getting backpacks filled 

with essentials and com-

fort items into the hands 

of children in crisis situa-

tions.

The Barrow Coun-

ty-based group has been 

working with the Jackson 

County Department of 

Family and Children Ser-

vices for years and recently 

partnered with the Jackson 

County Sheriff’s Office 

and Jefferson Fire Depart-

ment through its “Help Us 

Help Heroes” program.

FINDING THE  

NEED, HELPING 

 THE COMMUNITY

Since its start, Adven-

ture Bags has served over 

40,000 children across 

the state of Georgia. The 

group assists in 145 coun-

ties and partners with over 

150 agencies.

Before the pandemic 

hit, 80% of the nonprofit’s 

service area was through 

DFCS sites.

“The pandemic did af-

fect us serving DFCS be-

cause the brick-and-mor-

tars were closed down, 

staff was not coming into 

the offices,” said Adven-

ture Bags executive direc-

tor Misty Manus.

Manus noted they had to 

find alternative ways to get 

backpacks to the children 

who need them.

“You’ve gotta find a way,” 

Manus said.

The group started the “Help 

Us Help Heroes” program 

at the beginning of this year, 

a program funded through 

local churches. Adventure 

Bags had already been work-

ing with the Barrow County 

Sheriff’s Office for several 

years, but the new program 

allowed the group to expand 

into Jackson County.

Bags filled with essential 

items and comfort items are 

provided at no cost to partic-

ipating public safety agencies 

to give to children in need.

“At the end of the day, our 

first responders — whether 

it’s a DFCS case, whether 

it’s an auto accident — they 

are on the front lines,” Manus 

said. “They are going to get 

to those kids before anyone 

else.”

ABOUT  

ADVENTURE BAGS

Adventure Bags was 

founded in 2011 by Deb-

bie Gori, after her daughter 

went to Los Angeles to pick 

up three siblings who DFCS 

had obtained custody of. 

When Gori’s daughter and 

her coworkers got there, they 

noticed the children’s belong-

ings were packed in a black 

trash bag.

“She had heard about the 

black trash bag story…but 

she had never actually phys-

ically seen it,” said Manus. 

“And it just kind of hit her the 

wrong way.”

As they got ready to board 

the plane, one of the children 

had an asthma attack and the 

group couldn’t board until 

they got medical clearance 

and wound up staying over-

night in a hotel. The children 

had some belongings in their 

bags, but not everything they 

needed for the night.

“What was supposed to be 

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Several large capital 

project acquisitions were 

approved by the Jackson 

County Board of Commis-

sioners on July 19.

Among the projects was 

the acquisition of 65 acres 

on Pocket Rd. for a pas-

sive greenspace park in the 

county.

The property is be-

ing acquired from Sid-

ney and Victor Tanner for 

$800,000. The Tanners are 

donating $100,000 back to 

the county of that with the 

remainder being financed 

through 2023.

The BOC also agreed to 

buy the remainder of the 

Gordon Street Center from 

the Jackson County Board 

of Education for $800,000. 

After the school system 

vacates its offices from 

the facility, the county will 

use the extra space to ex-

pand its voter registration 

offices.

The facility was orig-

inally the Bryan High 

School, the county’s high 

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Jackson County has seen 

an uptick in COVID-19 

cases over the past couple 

of weeks. The rise mirrors 

state and national trends as 

the Delta variant of the virus 

spreads.

Jackson County has had 

65 new COVID cases over 

the past two weeks. That’s 87 

new cases per 100,000 res-

idents, which is higher than 

the state average of 79 new 

cases over the past two weeks 

per 100,000 residents.

Adventure Bags
Nonprofit provides essentials for local children in need

Jackson County Sheriff Janis Mangum is pictured with Adventure Bags, Inc., executive director 

Misty Manus and intern Shelby Smith.

A young volunteer, Holly, helps fill the Adven-

ture Bags that will be given to children in need 

throughout the community.

County sees 

uptick in daily 

COVID cases

See Bags, page 2A

Subdivisions slammed

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

July 19 was mostly a bad night for developers in Jackson 

County as the Jackson County Board of Commissioners 

voted to deny rezoning bids for two controversial residen-

tial projects in West Jackson and one smaller project near 

Commerce.

In a marathon three-hour meeting before a room packed 

with red-shirted citizens, the BOC voted to deny land use 

map changes for a proposed 340-lot subdivision on 170 

acres at Boone Rd. and Hwy. 332 near Hoschton. It also 

voted to deny a rezoning to R-1 for a 99-lot development 

on 84 acres on Creek Nation Rd. near Jefferson. The BOC 

also turned down a much smaller proposal to subdivide 10 

acres on Dan Waters Rd. near Commerce for three housing 

lots.

All three proposals drew fire from over 20 citizens who 

spoke during the meeting about growth issues in the coun-

ty.

Many of those who spoke said that they weren’t against 

development in general, but that the county should slow 

County BOC 

nixes two projects
By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A request for a major residential devel-

opment on the south side of Commerce 

was rejected this week.

The Commerce City Council voted 

unanimously Monday (July 19) to deny 

a controversial request from Cook Com-

munities for a mixed use project on 180 

acres on Hwy. 441 south at Whitehill 

School Rd. Developers proposed 306 

single-family homes and 112 townhous-

es, along with a commercial section that 

would have been located on 14.5 acres on 

the site.

The project would have required a 

number of density and setback variances.

This is the first major residential proj-

ect that’s come before the city and the 

request sparked significant opposition 

in the community. Around 150 people 

packed the room at the Commerce Plan-

ning Commission meeting in June.

During citizens’ comments on Monday, 

Rob Jordan, a Commerce-area resident, 

pressed the council to deny the request, 

noting concerns with the high-density 

project and the impact it would have on 

the city.

“Commerce doesn’t need to grow at 

this rate,” said Jordan. “Commerce needs 

quality, large, single-family homes that 

will attract upscale residents.”

Jordan echoed many of the concerns 

cited by citizens and the planning com-

mission in previous meetings. Some of 

those concerns included traffic; pressure 

on the city’s water/sewer infrastructure; 

the impact on the school system; and 

changing the atmosphere of the commu-

nity.

“Please don’t destroy Commerce,” 

Commerce rejects major 

housing development

BOC approves 

several 

large capital 

projects

See BOC, page 2A
See Commerce, page 2A

See Projects, page 2A

See COVID, page 2A


