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Jackson County’s three school systems will 

get a total of $13.6 million in funding from the 

recently signed federal American Rescue Plan.

The funds are part of the $1.9 trillion spending 

designed for Covid relief and economic stimu-

lus.

The Jackson County School System will get 

$9.4 million from the one-time funds; Com-

merce City Schools will get $2.6 million and 

Jefferson City Schools will get $1.6 million.

Among other items, the funds may be used for:

• Avoiding devastating layoffs and hiring ad-

ditional educators to address learning loss, pro-

viding support to students and existing staff, and 

providing sufficient staffing to facilitate social 

distancing.

• Implementing strategies to meet the social, 

emotional, mental health, and academic needs of 

students hit hardest by the pandemic, including 

through evidence-based interventions and criti-

cal services like community schools.

• Funding crucial summer, after-school, and 

other extended learning and enrichment pro-

grams.

• Hiring additional school personnel, such as 

nurses and custodial staff, to keep schools safe 

and healthy.

• Providing for social distancing and safety 

protocols on buses.

• Funding for Wi-Fi hotspots and devices for 

students without connectivity for remote learn-

ing and supporting educators in the effective use 

of technology.

“This pandemic has taken an extraordinary toll 

on students, parents, educators, and schools, and 

we know that our schools, students, and commu-

nities need help now to reopen safely and quick-

ly, and to stay open,” said Secretary of Education 

Miguel Cardona. 

Schools to get $13 million from stimulus funds

Jackson County is with-

drawing its support of a 

Covid vaccination center 

at the county agricultural 

center.

Board of Commission-

ers chairman Tom Crow 

said April 5 that the county 

would no longer provide 

support services for the 

site, although the state 

would be welcome to use 

the facility if it wanted to 

continue with providing 

vaccinations there.

Crow said that around 

700 people were vaccinat-

ed at the site on March 31, 

but that only 70 of those 

were from Jackson Coun-

ty.

Crow said that it isn’t 

clear how people from At-

lanta and other areas get on 

the state list and sent to the 

Jackson County location 

while some local citizens 

are being sent as far away 

as Atlanta for vaccinations.

The chairman said he 

had wanted the site to pri-

marily serve local citizens 

and was disappointed at 

the lack of organization 

surrounding the vaccine 

efforts.

County 

withdraws 

support for 

vaccine site

At Amicalola Falls State Park, Alex 

Clarke walked from the archway to a lodge 

and scaled the stairs. Inside the room he’ll 

be staying in for no more than two days, 

he spent time stretching and reorganizing 

the supplies in his bag, preparing to em-

bark on the 2,190-mile hike up the Appa-

lachian Trail: A long and sometimes rug-

ged stretch of land spanning from Georgia 

to Maine.

The path that led him here has been 

unthinkably more trying than the trail he 

plans to walk for the next six months.

Clarke grew up in Hoschton and attend-

ed Jefferson City Schools before enlisting 

in the U.S. Army.

During the eight years he spent in the 

military, Clarke served several tours of 

duty, specifically in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

He stayed in the military until he received 

a Veterans Affairs status of 100% Dis-

abled-Unemployable due to PTSD, then 

he returned home to Jefferson.

Clarke said he attempted to commit sui-

cide twice over the years, but the guns had 

jammed each time he tried, so he sought 

help through the VA. After being released 

from a VA hospital, he became involved 

with Warrior Outdoors, a Jefferson-based 

non-profit organization dedicated to guid-

ing veterans who struggle with PTSD.

With the help of Warrior Outdoors, 

Clarke stopped drinking and started vol-

unteering with the organizations to reach 

veterans like him.

“I just try to get them to the point where 

they open up,” Clarke said, referring to fel-

low veterans. “So far, that’s been the best 

thing for me is being able to open up.”

He plans to walk the entire length of the 

AT with a 26-to-32-pound pack contain-

ing the supplies he’ll need for food and 

shelter. Every three-to-four days, finally 

nearing a town, he’ll stop and resupply be-

fore continuing the journey. Clarke said he 

plans to finish the hike in six months.

Clarke is 30-years-old now and he’ll 

spend his 31st birthday on the Appala-

chian Trail on May 18 of this year.

He won’t be alone, however. Another 

fellow veteran from Oklahoma will travel 

alongside Clarke the whole way, carrying 

the ashes of a brother he lost to suicide last 

year.

According to Clarke, the man’s de-

ceased brother was also a veteran. When 

the man finds the right place, Clarke said, 

he’ll release the ashes somewhere along 

the trail.

Clarke wants other veterans suffering 

from PTSD to take what he’s doing as a 

sign of hope. He said that he wants fel-

low veterans who may be struggling with 

PTSD to remember, if they’re ever down, 

they can always get back up.

“If I can do it, they can do it,” he said.

Warrior Outdoors is accepting donations 

via Cash App to provide Clarke with the 

funds needed to resupply during the hike. 

Clarke said any unspent donations will go 

to Warrior Outdoors.

Clarke said he also plans to do a 24-hour 

challenge by hiking a full day on the trail 

without stopping. He added that all dona-

tions sent during that 24-hour timeframe 

will go directly to Warrior Outdoors.

Anyone interested in donating can do so 

through Cash App at $AWClarke.

According to Clarke, no Jefferson resi-

dent has completed hiking the entire Ap-

palachian Trail.

Jefferson man to hike 

AT for PTSD awareness

Alex Clarke

Trash pickup could soon 

become a little more expen-

sive in Commerce.

The Commerce City 

Council discussed a pro-

posal to increase the trash 

pickup fee per customer by 

$0.84 at its April 5 work 

session.

Waste Pro, the town’s 

sanitation service contrac-

tor, noted in a letter to the 

city that the “cost of doing 

business” has increased sig-

nificantly in the last year.

Waste Pro said the con-

sumer price index has in-

creased by 1.4%. That con-

tributes to $0.14 cents of the 

overall proposed increase. 

The remaining $0.70 in-

crease comes from hikes in 

disposal costs.

City manager James 

Wascher said the increase 

could go into effect in May.

The council also had a 

lengthy discussion with 

Waste Pro representatives 

about issues with recycling. 

Council members discussed 

issues with rejected recy-

cling loads that have to be 

diverted to a landfill be-

cause a customer placed 

non-recyclables in their re-

cycling bin, contaminating 

the load.

A number of solutions 

were discussed, including 

providing information to 

customers on what can and 

can’t be recycled or limiting 

what items can be placed in 

the bins.

OTHER BUSINESS

Other business discussed 

at the April 5 work session 

that could be voted on at 

the council’s next meeting 

were:

•a conditional use request 

from Mack Garrison for 

219 Allen Rd. The request 

would allow a towing lot 

on 2.17 acres. (The proper-

ty was previously approved 

for a recycling facility, 

but that project was aban-

doned.) Representatives for 

the project said at the recent 

planning commission meet-

ing that they’d probably 

have a maximum of 25-30 

vehicles on the site at any 

point and cars would be 

moved out every 30 days.

•an amendment to a con-

tract with Bureau Veritas for 

residential inspections and 

erosion/sediment control 

inspections.

•amendments to the Geor-

gia Municipal Association’s 

401(a) defined contribution 

plan.

•a request for the sale of 

beer and wine at 614 South 

Broad St.

•road closures for a bike 

race planned May 2 includ-

ing Georgia Ave., Bill An-

derson Blvd., Elm St., Oak 

St. and Little St.

The council also held a 

30-minute closed session 

on real estate and litigation 

with no action following.

Commerce discusses 
slight increase in 
trash pickup fees

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Children decorated their bicycles to participate in Commerce’s Easter pa-

rade on Saturday, April 3. For more photos, see page 7A.

EASTER PARADE IN COMMERCE

A new county park is in the works for the West Jackson 

area.

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners agreed 

April 5 to buy 65 acres off of Pocket Rd. for a “passive” 

greenspace park.

Preliminary plans call for a 1.4 mile hiking and biking 

trail, fishing and camping activities.

The property abuts Walnut Creek and will be named Tan-

ner Park at Walnut Creek.

The property is owned by Sidney and Victor Tanner. The 

county agreed to pay $700,000 for the property.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the BOC:

• heard a report that by April 2022, all trash being hauled 

to the county transfer staton must be under a tarp. The coun-

ty has hired an off-duty deputy to begin working “trash en-

forcement” in the county and to cite those who allow litter 

to blow off of trucks and trailers hauling trash.

• discussed a list of additional roads to be paved in 2021. 

A final list will be presented to the board at its April 19 

meeting.

• discussed updating the county’s GDOT speed zone or-

dinance to reflect the use of speed cameras around schools 

in the City of Jefferson.

• agreed to appoint Brenda J. Smith to the Northeast 

Georgia Area agency on Aging for a two-year term.

• proclaimed April as Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Greenspace park 
set for West Jackson

The Commerce High 

School FFA will host its 

annual plant sale this week 

at the greenhouse. located 

at 272 Lakeview Drive.

Hours for Friday will be 

from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m.

This year’s offering con-

sists of many varieties of 

tomatoes and pepper and 

tons of hanging baskets, as 

well an assortment of orna-

mental annuals.

All sales will be cash or 

check. 

To get a preview of the 

entire offering, visit the 

Commerce High School 

FFA on Facebook.

Commerce FFA annual plant sale April 9-10

Plans are underway to 

hold a Celebration of Life 

event for the late Coach 

Jack Keen on Sunday, 

April 25, starting at 2 p.m. 

at The Arena at Jeffer-

son High School. The 

day’s events will include 

the opening of an exhibit 

highlighting Coach Keen’s 

life and career, the dedica-

tion of his classroom and a 

ceremony featuring mem-

ories told by people that 

Coach Keen influenced 

during his life.

A granite marker and 

plaque recognizing Coach 

Keen’s lifetime of aca-

demic contributions will 

be placed at the school by 

the City of Jefferson.

Jack Nolan Keen passed 

away on July 20, 2020. 

He spent 50 years in ed-

ucation; 42 of those years 

were at Jefferson High 

School as a teacher, coach, 

and mentor to thousands 

of students.

Ceremony 

planned to honor 

Coach Keen

Local option sales taxes 

in Jackson County for the 

first two months of 2021 are 

running significantly higher 

than they have in the past 

for the same period.

Sales taxes for January 

were $769,350 and for Feb-

ruary $701,600, far above 

the $629,000 and $598,100 

recorded in 2020 for the 

same period.

The county’s budget for 

2021 is $8.4 million.

Sales taxes up so far in 2021


