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The newly-formed Hoschton 

Downtown Development Author-

ity will have its mandatory train-

ing session on Thursday, May 27, 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 

the Train Depot, located at 4272 

Hwy. 53.

The group will hold its first of-

ficial meeting on Tuesday, June 

1, at 7 p.m. at City Hall, located 

at 79 City Square.

Hoschton  

DDA plans 

first meetings

The City of Hoschton has a 

large agenda of rezoning-relat-

ed items at its upcoming June 3 

meeting.

Among the items slated for 

a public hearing at the meeting 

are:

• a rezoning for 41 townhous-

es on 5.87 acres on the north 

side of West Jefferson St. at 

Panther Court.

• a rezoning for a convenience 

store with gas and fast-food 

restaurants on Hwy. 53 south of 

Town Center Parkway.

• three variances for the city 

itself for two one-story office 

buildings at 92 Jopena Blvd.

• a rezoning and three vari-

ances for a commercial devel-

opment on Hwy. 53 near Bell 

St. and White St.

• amending city codes to re-

peal a section that requires a 

subdivision of 50 lots or more 

to have more than one entrance/

exit and to provide for golf cart 

paths. The council is also look-

ing to amend some of its re-

quirements for townhouses in 

the city.

Hoschton to 

have long list of 

rezoning items at 

upcoming meeting

Duckyang recently an-

nounced it will invest $10 

million in opening its first 

U.S. manufacturing facility 

in Jackson County. Duck-

yang is an electric mobility 

parts supplier of automotive 

battery modules and energy 

storage systems to SK Bat-

tery America (SKBA).

Duckyang’s new 230,000 

sq. ft. facility will be locat-

ed at 284 Broadway Ave. in 

Braselton and will create 

285 jobs in the area.

“It’s great to see Duck-

yang create high-paying, 

advanced automotive man-

ufacturing jobs for the 

hardworking Georgians 

of Jackson County,” said 

Governor Brian Kemp in 

the announcement May 

20. “Georgia is home to 

the best workforce training 

programs in the nation and 

has remained the number 

one state for business for 

the past eight years, so I’m 

confident Duckyang will 

find long-term success in 

Georgia.”

Headquartered in Ulsan, 

Korea, Duckyang supplies 

cockpit modules to custom-

ers around the world includ-

ing Hyundai, Kia, Renault 

Samsung Motors, Genesis 

and Mobis. Cockpit mod-

ules are integrated auto parts 

comprised of more than 130 

sub-components found near 

the driver’s seat of a vehicle.

Company leaders say that 

opening a facility in Geor-

gia will allow Duckyang to 

better serve several of its 

automotive customers with-

in the region.

“By entering the U.S. 

electric vehicle battery mar-

ket with SKBA, we will 

have the opportunity to 

cooperate with many oth-

er automotive companies, 

including Hyundai and Kia 

Motors, that already have a 

manufacturing base in the 

U.S.,” said Dong-in Son, 

CEO of Duckyang Ind. Co. 

Ltd. “It is expected that we 

will have business expan-

sion opportunities to sup-

ply not only electric vehicle 

parts but also interior parts, 

including the cockpit mod-

ule, door trim panel module, 

and other flagship parts to 

global automakers based in 

the United States.”

The company will be hir-

Korean auto manufacturer to open facility in Braselton

A Braselton couple has been indicted for defrauding 

the U.S. Small Business Administration out of mil-

lions of dollars by filing fraudulent applications in the 

Economic Impact Disaster Loan (“EIDL”) Program. 

EIDL is part of the CARES Act.

Paul Kwak and Michelle Kwak allegedly conspired 

to submit fraudulent EIDL applications in the names 

of shell companies that had no employees and con-

ducted no business activities. An EIDL application 

must provide, among other information, the amount 

of revenue the business generated in the 12 months 

prior to the application and the number of employees. 

The applicant must certify that the information is cor-

rect and that he or she is legally eligible to apply for 

an EIDL.

The Kwaks are reportedly connected to over 70 

fraudulent applications. Approximately half of those 

were successful, resulting in over $4 million in fraud-

ulent loans.

Braselton couple 

indicted for CARES 

Act fraud scheme

Republican Rep. Andrew Clyde, who lives in Jack-

son County and represents Georgia’s 9th Congres-

sional District, created a firestorm of controversy re-

cently when he downplayed the Jan. 6 insurrection at 

the U.S. Capitol, saying that some of those involved 

looked on video footage like “tourists.” He claimed 

the events of Jan. 6 were not an insurrection, saying 

that label was “a bald-face lie.”

“You know, if you didn’t know the TV footage was 

a video from January the 6th, you would actually 

think it was a normal tourist visit,” he said.

Clyde’s comments were quickly met with a back-

lash from many who pointed out that the Jan. 6 mob 

had entered the U.S. Capitol Building violently. Five 

people died from the events of the day.

Poltifact, a political fact-checking service use by 

many news organizations, called Clyde’s comments 

“a ridiculous assertion.”

The Jan. 6 insurrection happened as Congress cer-

tified the votes of the Electoral College for president, 

Rep. Clyde’s 

insurrection comments 

create huge backlash

See Duckyang, page 2A

See CARES, page 2A

See Clyde, page 2A

Braselton planners recently voted to recommend 

approval of a short-term rental/bed and breakfast in 

the downtown area.

At its May 24 meeting, the Braselton Planning 

Commission voted to recommend approving two re-

quests from Kacie de Leon for .41 acres at 88 Lake-

shore Dr. A second hearing is planned at the Braselton 

Town Council’s June 10 meeting.

De Leon has requested a conditional use to allow a 

bed and breakfast on the property, which has an exist-

ing 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home. She also requested 

a variance for relief on a rule that requires the B&B 

operator to live on the premises.

The property won’t be a traditional B&B. De Leon 

plans to run an Airbnb on the property.

Six people will be allowed to stay at a time (two per 

bedroom). The property will be rented as a whole (not 

as individual rooms).

De Leon also noted there’s ample parking in the 

Planners 

recommend 

approval of B&B

See Planners, page 2A

A Lawrenceville woman 

was killed in an early-morn-

ing wreck in West Jackson on 

May 24.

Georgia State Patrol troop-

ers were called for the wreck 

on Hwy. 53 at Braselton 

Pkwy. shortly before 3 a.m.

A dump truck, driven by 

Vernal Bailey, 55, of Snell-

ville, was traveling south on 

Hwy. 53. A Nissan Sentra 

driven by Raven Brown, 27, 

of Lawrenceville, was trying 

Woman killed in 

Monday morning 

wreck in West Jackson

A member of the Jackson 

County Board of Elections is 

among the plaintiffs signing 

onto a lawsuit that seeks to 

overturn some provisions of 

a controversial new Georgia 

elections law.

Elections board member 

Judy McNichols, who rep-

resents the Democratic Par-

ty on the board, is one of 

13 named co-plaintiffs in 

the suit. In addition, the suit 

is being supported by the 

Local elections board member 

party to state voting lawsuit
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Tree House Inc., a Winder-based nonprofit whose mission is to 
prevent child abuse in Barrow, Jackson and Banks counties, 
raised over $110,000 through its annual “A Night of Hope” live 
and silent auction, held Friday, May 21, at The Venue at Friend-

ship Springs in Flowery Branch. The event included a surprise 
visit from Gov. Brian Kemp and Georgia First Lady Marty Kemp 
(pictured with Tree House staff).

Tree House board member and 
Jackson EMC representative 
Joe Hicks and wife Emily are 
pictured.

Tree House board member 
Joel Tonge and wife Lauren 
are pictured.

Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith encourages bidding at the 
auction.

A Night of Hope

See Wreck, page 2A

See Lawsuit, page 2A


