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MAILING LABEL

By ANGIE BOWEN

“Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the 

attempt”

Banks County celebrates Special Olympics

Leopards from across the county, both past, and present, 

gathered last Friday to honor Banks County’s finest stu-

dents and special Olympians for the 2022 Special Olym-

pics.

The day was filled with excitement, hope, anticipation, 

friendly competition, and most importantly, an abundance 

of support from the Banks County community.

The celebration began with the reciting of the Special 

Olympic Motto: “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me 

be brave in the attempt,” from a nervous and courageous 

Banks County athlete. Sensing the athlete’s nervousness, 

the student buddies assigned to the athlete quickly jumped 

from the stands and stood alongside the athlete to help re-

cite the motto.

For Tondra Boswell, Banks County Special Olympics 

Coordinator, it was something that she will never forget.

“The buddies just jumped in to aid the athlete. To see the 

smiles and the hugs afterward, it was something I won’t 

forget.”

Boswell, who also serves as Banks County’s district 

Programs Specialist, said the day was more than special. 

It was a day where the entire Banks County community 

came together to celebrate, honor and award some incred-

ible young athletes.

The day’s events included Track and Field events of run-

ning, jumping, and throwing competitions. The day began 

with a parade and torch run; then, athletes rotated between 

Olympic village carnival games, track and field events, 

face painting, and enjoyed a handmade snow cone or a 

fresh batch of cotton candy.

Each athlete is matched up with student volunteers that 

serve as buddies and help with activities throughout the 

day. Over 110 student volunteers were available that day. 

Numerous coaches, teachers, and community members 

also volunteered. The Georgia Department of Public Safety 

Motor Carrier Compliance division also volunteered their 

time at the snow cone station. In addition, Banks County 

Board of Education member Dr. Mark Stroud volunteered 

his time to serve as the day’s Master of Ceremonies.

“It was such an incredible experience for me, especial-

ly with one young man enthralled by my microphone. He 

was so smart. He knew everything about microphones. He 

was so intelligent. It just doesn’t get any better than this,” 

stated Stroud. 
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Luke Edwards helps his buddy, Grayson Martin, compete during the track and field 
event at the Special Olympics. Each student participating was paired up with a 
buddy. See more photos on Page 10A

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Banks County officials 

gathered with state leaders 

and representatives with 

Atlanta Gas Light on Tues-

day to celebrate the installa-

tion of a new gas line in the 

county.

Atlanta Gas Light invest-

ed $25 million to provide 

the pipeline through Banks 

County.

“This project is part of 

Atlanta Gas Light’s com-

mitment to provide clean, 

safe reliable and affordable 

gas to the communities we 

serve,” a release from the 

company states. “It also 

is designed to protect and 

promote economic develop-

ment in the region.”

“We appreciate Atlanta 

Gas Light for putting lines 

through the heart of Banks 

County,” Banks County 

Board of Commission chair-

man Charles Turk said at the 

gathering Tuesday morning 

at the Annex Building in 

Homer. “I’ve had several 

people ask about connecting 

to it. Hopefully, you will get 

a lot of tie-ins to it.”

Lauren “Bubba” McDon-

ald, a member of the Geor-

gia Public Service Commis-

sion and a former long-time 

resident of Commerce, was 

present and stated, “You’re 

very fortunate to have a 

project like this. There are 

a lot of projects like this on 

‘want lists’ in counties and 

cities. As far as tie-ins, you 

haven’t seen anything like 

you are going to see.”

State Rep. Chris Erwin, 

who serves District 28 in 

the Georgia House of Rep-

resentatives and lives in 

Banks County, stated that 

the $25 million investments 

is a great opportunity for 

Banks County and he is 

very proud of it.

“We look forward to the 

good things that are going 

to happen in Banks County 

because of this opportuni-

ty,” he said.

Atlanta Gas Light vice 

president Dean Marianos 

also spoke stating, “Every 

time we put a pipeline in, I 

get excited. Every time we 

put a pipeline in, it means 

growth. This $25 million 

investment will create jobs 

in the long-term. The clean 

air future will be with us for 

generations to come.”

Atlanta Gas Light is one 

of four natural gas distribu-

tion companies of Southern 

Company Gas, providing 

natural gas delivery service 

to approximately 1.7 mil-

lion customers across Geor-

gia.

New pipeline in county $25 million 
development by Atlanta Gas Light
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Shown with the plans for the new pipeline in Banks County are: (L-R) Rep. Chris Erwin, Atlanta Gas Light Vice 
President Dean Marianos, Banks County Board of Commissioner Sammy Reece, Georgia Public Service Com-
missioner Lauren “Bubba” McDonald, Banks County Board of Commissioner Bo Garrison, Banks County BOC 
chairman Charles Turk, Banks County Commissioner Danny Maxwell and Banks County Tax Commissioner 
Becky Carlan.

Commerce Country Cafe 

will be closed for approxi-

mately two months for re-

modeling following a kitch-

en fire that damaged the 

restaurant.

“Thanks to everyone for 

supporting us during these 

times,” the restaurant said 

on social media on April 11. 

“We are currently renovat-

ing the kitchen and expect 

to be serving y’all with a 

yummy breakfast in two 

months!”

He added, “Thanks again 

for all the support and we 

look forward to seeing y’all 

then.”

Commerce Country Cafe 

is a well-known, beloved 

Commerce eatery on Faulk-

ner Road at Banks Crossing.

See page 6A for story re-

lated to the fire at Country 

Cafe. 

Update on 
Country Cafe 
remodeling

A 9th District Congres-

sional Republican Candi-

date Debate is planned for 

April 23 at the North Geor-

gia Technical College in 

Clarksville. 

Doors will open at 9 a.m. 

and the event will start 

at 10 a.m., finishing at 

11:30 a.m.

A free breakfast will be 

provided. 

Seating capacity is limit-

ed to the first 200 attendees.

All five candidates, in-

cumbent Andrew Clyde, 

Michael Boggus, J.Gregory 

Howard, John London and 

Benjamin Souther, have 

committed to attend.

The election is May 24. 

The winner of the Repub-

lican race will face Demo-

crat candidate Michael Ford 

in the Nov. 8 General Elec-

tion.

9th District 
Republican 
Candidate 
Debate set

The Banks County 

High School prom will 

be held from 7:30 p.m. to 

10:30 p.m. on Saturday, 

April 16, at Hidden Acres 

in Gillsville.

BCHS prom 
planned 
April 16


