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By ANGELA GARY
Angie@mainstreetnews.com.

A fire shut down a Banks Crossing motel on Saturday, 

Oct. 5, leading to the structure being condemned until it 

can be brought up to code.

The fire at the Scottish Inn reportedly started by a ciga-

rette outside the motel.

Banks County Fire/EMS responded to a commercial 

structure fire at 30934 Highway 441, Commerce, at the 

Scottish Inn Motel. Upon arrival, firefighters found the 

two-story motel with fire showing through the roof.

The structure was evacuated and searched for occupants 

which were removed by fire personnel. The fire was quick-

ly extinguished with an interior attack and contained to the 

front half of the building.

Sixteen families were displaced and removed from the 

building. One minor injury was reported to an occupant, 

who was treated and released by EMS personnel on the 

scene. Automatic aid was requested from Commerce Fire 

Department along with assistance from the Lee Arrendale 

Correctional Institute Fire Department. The cause of the 

fire has been listed as a discarded cigarette near the build-

ing.

The remaining structure has been secured and listed as 

condemned until the building can be repaired and brought 

up to code.

The American Red Cross was at the scene to assist the 

residents who are in need.

Fire at Scottish Inn leads 
to motel being condemned

Flames are shown at the Scottish Inn at Banks Crossing on Saturday. A cigarette 
outside the building started the fire.

Banks County firefighters are shown at the fire Saturday, Oct. 5, at the Scottish Inn 
Motel at Banks Crossing.

The Scottish Inn Motel at Banks Crossing was con-
demned following a fire on Saturday, Oct. 5.

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Shootings, “revenoors,” 

dead husbands and fami-

lies in Banks County before 

there was a Banks Coun-

ty were part of the Talking 

Dead tour Friday and Satur-

day in Homer.

The annual history walk-

ing tour is produced by the 

Banks County Historical 

Society. It starts from the 

historic courthouse and typ-

ical features characters and 

buildings in the downtown 

area.

Volunteers play the roles 

of the long-since dead and 

explain some of the area’s 

history.

Ken Bennett, playing the 

role of Scott Jackson, was 

the guide for the first group 

Friday. He took the group 

around the square and of-

fered tidbits of information 

between characters.

Bennett offered some 

jokes. One was “how many 

people are dead in the ceme-

tery?” Answer: All of them, 

“I hope.”

He talked about the last 

person to be hung in Homer. 

A man was hanged for kill-

ing his wife. Jackson said 

the man “never did own up 

to killing his wife” and took 

an hour to die. He said 5,000 

people came to the hanging.

He also pointed out a 

building, behind the Banks 

County News office. He 

said it had been a bar and 

Prohibition “killed” it.

A number of the “charac-

ters” were husband and wife 

teams. Melisa and Milton 

Dalton played Ida Whitfield 

and the “sheriff.” She is a 

retired teacher and helps op-

erate the historic courthouse 

and museum.

The Alexanders, Blanche 

and Robert, owned the Al-

exander hotel and were por-

trayed by Kathy and Steve 

Turpin.

“Ida” was the widow of 

a man killed in a bank rob-

bery. She said the governor 

of Georgia sent 66 guards 

for his trial.

Mark McCoy, married to 

Tabor McCoy in another 

husband-wife team, wel-

comed the participants and 

talked about his family. He 

retired as a physician and 

then practiced another 16 

years in Homer. He also had 

two sons who became doc-

tors. All three got their de-

grees at Emory University.

“Lucy Owens,” portrayed 

by Linda Fortson, was long 

dead but waiting for her 

husband to appear. He died 

that day.

In a type casting, James 

Dumas, a member of Ho-

mer City Council and for-

mer chairman of the Banks 

County Commission, is 

“Connie B. Watts,” who ran 

for president against Rich-

ard Nixon and John Kenne-

dy. Watts told the group he 

was a member of the Front 

Porch Party and said he 

“never conceded” his loss in 

the presidential race.

“Watts” said he “be-

lieved” in two things, birds 

and vine ripe tomatoes.

Daniel and Julie Wofford 

made it a family affair. Their 

daughters, Annabelle Al-

ice-Elene, a fifth-grader, and 

Katie, a third-grader, also 

were in the show. Annabelle 

was two characters, Olive 

Ann Burns, well-known 

author of “Cold Sassy,” and 

the sheriff’s daughter No. 1.

“Amanda Turk” was 

member of the family that 

donated the land for the his-

toric courthouse. She was 

portrayed by Ann Smith, 

who works at Banks County 

High School.

‘Talking Dead’ recount history of  Homer, area

Photo by Ron Bridgeman

“Lucy Owens,” portrayed by Linda Fortson, was a dead woman who was waiting for her husband, who died that 
day. See more photos on page 5A. 
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The 2019 Banks County 

Agriculture Awards Com-

mittee will be accepting 

nominations for the fol-

lowing three categories: 

Farmer of the Year, Woman 

in Agriculture, and Agri-

business of the year.

Nominations from the 

community including nom-

inee’s name and contact 

information can be made 

to the Banks County Farm 

Bureau at 706-677-2215 or 

email Julie at jajackson@

gfb.org&lt;mailto:jajack-

son@gfb.org.

Nominations are due by 

October 11.

The Awards Banquet 

will be held on Thursday, 

November 7, at 6:30 p.m. 

at Mt. Carmel Baptist 

Church, Lula.

For more information, 

contact Julie Jackson at the 

Banks County Farm Bu-

reau at 706-677-2215.

Deadline 
October 11 
for Ag Award 
nominations
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