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By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Winder and Statham city councils this 

week approved sweeping citywide measures, 

including a mandatory 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. cur-

few, aimed at curbing the spread of the coro-

navirus, which is continuing to hit the U.S. 

and Georgia hard.

The measures — passed unanimously by 

the Winder council on Monday, March 23, 

and the Statham council on Tuesday, March 

24 — also include the closure of certain 

businesses (entertainment, recreational and 

personal grooming) and a ban on dine-in ser-

vices at restaurants and most public gather-

ings. The nearly-identical emergency decla-

ration ordinances expire at 11:59 p.m. April 

6, but both councils could extend them before 

then.

“This is (being done) in hopes that we 

can ride this wave out,” Statham mayor Joe 

Piper said prior to the city council vote at 

the Statham Community Center on Tuesday. 

Each council member and others in atten-

dance were seated several feet apart.

“We’re hoping people will stay home 

(when they can,” Piper said.

The Winder council passed its ordinance 

during a teleconference meeting Monday 

evening about two hours after Gov. Brian 

Kemp announced a two-week statewide ban 

on all gatherings of more than 10 people un-

less they can assure spacing of at least six feet 

between people at all times. Kemp ordered 

the closing of bars and nightclubs across 

the state and his order gives the state public 

health department the authority to close all 

business and nonprofits — including church-

es — that do not abide by the regulations. All 

“medically-fragile” residents have been or-

dered to shelter in place for two weeks.

The council called a 3 p.m. meeting Mon-

day to discuss potential measures and a dec-

laration of a public health state of emergency 

in the city, but recessed about 20 minutes in 

after at least two members said they wanted 

to hear from Kemp and what statewide ac-

tions he might be take.

The measures approved by the councils go 

further than Kemp’s statewide order in sever-

al respects.

During the curfew period, people are or-

dered to remain in their homes unless they are 

providing designated services such as public 

safety, medical services, military services or 

utility emergency repairs.

Other exceptions include those in need of 

medical attention; people traveling to and 

from their jobs with appropriate identifica-

tion; those traveling to medical facilities; 

those delivering food, medicine, medical sup-

plies or fuel; news media employees; and for 

other “essential functions.”

Those in violation in Winder would be sub-

ject to a fine up to $1,000, city attorney John 

Stell said.

“If we see you out after 9, we will stop 

and question you and identify who you are,” 

Statham police chief Ira Underwood said.

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com

All 6.9 million active 

voters in Georgia will be 

mailed absentee ballot re-

quest forms in a strong 

effort to encourage people 

to vote from home amid 

the coronavirus pandem-

ic, Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger announced 

Tuesday, March 24.

The state had already 

pushed back its presiden-

tial preference primary 

election, which was to be 

held Tuesday, to May 19 to 

coincide with the statewide 

general primary election. 

Early voting and election 

day precincts will remain 

open, and early voting is 

scheduled to begin April 

27. 

But now voters will be 

able to decide on their bal-

lot choices from home.

Voters to 
receive 
absentee 
ballot forms

See Voting, page 3A

Barrow County manager 

Mike Renshaw announced 

last week that all county fa-

cilities, with the exception 

of the Judicial Courthouse, 

which is operating under a 

statewide Judicial Emer-

gency Declaration, will be 

closed to the public until 

further notice.

The closure took effect 

Friday, March 20.

Renshaw’s announce-

ment comes amid the 

worldwide coronavirus 

pandemic. The decision is 

based upon recommenda-

tions from the Centers for 

Disease Control, which is 

recommending that public 

gatherings be restricted to 

less than 10 and that “social 

distancing” be practiced, he 

said.

The board of commis-

sioners work session sched-

uled for Tuesday, March 24, 

has been canceled. Its next 

meeting will be April 14. 

The board will hold just one 

voting session per month 

until further notice.

“Adequate staffing levels 

within all county depart-

ments will be maintained 

to provide continuity of ser-

vices to our customers by 

phone or email,” Renshaw 

said in a news release. “We 

are also encouraging the 

public to make use of U.S. 

mail, online payment and 

transaction services offered 

on the county website, or 

payment drop boxes such as 

for county utility payments 

which may be dropped off 

at 625 Hwy. 211 NE, Wind-

er.”

The county’s COVID-19 

Task Force will continue to 

monitor conditions within 

the community and provide 

updates via the county’s 

Facebook page and website, 

Renshaw said.

In order to contact a coun-

ty office for service or ques-

tions, go to www.barrowga.

org and click on “Depart-

ments” for a menu and all 

contact information. You 

Most 

county 

facilities 

closed to 

public

See County, page 2A

‘You have to be able to adapt’

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Northeast Georgia Health System leaders are fighting 

to get ahead of the spread of COVID-19.

Mobile units — which will allow the hospital system 

to treat additional patients and adapt to changing needs 

— are operational at both Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center Braselton and Gainesville.

The two units, which were provided by the Georgia 

Department of Public Health, both have 13 spaces for 

patients. (That’s in addition to the 84 emergency beds 

and 15 hall spaces at NGMC Gainesville, and 21 beds 

and 10-12 hallway spaces at NGMC Braselton.)

Dr. Mohak Dave’, chief of emergency medicine, said 

the units will allow the hospital to adapt to whatever cir-

cumstances come up in the future.

“In emergency medicine, our job is to be prepared. We 

can’t predict the future, but we have to be prepared,” he 

said in a press conference held last week.

The negative-pressure units will allow the hospital to 

cohort patients with respiratory-type symptoms, to avoid 

exposure to patients, staff and the community. High-

er-acuity patients will still continue to be triaged and 

receive the level of care needed, Dave’ said.

The additional mobile units will allow the hospital ad-

ditional capacity, he added.

“As we have seen in a pandemic situation, you need 

capacity,” said Dr. Dave’. “You have to be able to adapt 

to what the capacity needs are at the time.”

Dr. Shravan Kethireddy, medical director of critical 

care services, noted the health system has been pro-

active and aggressive in its fight against the spread of 

COVID-19. 

He cited the situation in Italy, which has seen exponen-

tial growth in its number of cases and an overwhelmed 

healthcare system.

“Their exponential growth was unprecedented,” said 

Dr. Kethireddy. “And even though (Italy was) prepared, 

it quickly overwhelmed the healthcare system …. It is 

with that concern that we’ve acted with the level of ur-

gency and need that you see here.”

STAY HOME

Area healthcare workers are taking on a variety of 

non-traditional roles as the normal rhythm is disrupted 

at NGHS.

“I’ve found that the medical staff has been willing 

to step up and participate in this response in ways that 

many of us haven’t necessarily done before,” said chief 

of staff Dr. Cliff Hastings.

Additionally, Dr. Dave’ recognized first responders 

and urgent care staff members who are also part of the 

effort.

“They’re fighting this fight with us as well,” said Dr. 

Dave’.

But the fight against the spread of COVID-19 isn’t just 

the responsibility of the area healthcare system and first 

responders. It’s also the responsibility of the community.

During the press conference, several NGHS staff 

members cited the critical need for community members 

to adhere to the CDC guidelines on social distancing, 

quarantining and hand-washing.

Sean Couch, director of public relations and market-

ing, urged those with symptoms to isolate and monitor 

those symptoms at home. Couch noted that recommen-

dation is different than what is most often recommended 

for people who are sick.

“But this is a different situation,” said Couch.

If someone feels they need medical attention, they’re 

asked to call a doctor or urgent care first to get advice on 

how to proceed.

“This is our window of time. We have an opportunity 

here to collectively come together as a community, as 

a state, as a nation to really follow these directions for 

care and social isolation,” said Couch. “And if we can 

achieve that together, we can help prevent the spread and 

hopefully prevent us moving to a case where our health 

systems are overwhelmed. If we move to that point, un-

fortunately, our caregivers are going to be faced with 

making some very difficult decisions about who receives 

care. None of us want to get to that point.”

For up-to-date information from NGHS on its 

COVID-19 response, visit nghs.com/covid-19.

Mobile unit operational at NGMC Braselton
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Shravan Kethireddy, medical director of Northeast Georgia Physicians Group, is shown walking through 
the mobile unit that has been set up in front of the emergency room entrance at Northeast Georgia Medical 
Center Gainesville. A similar unit has been set up at NGMC Braselton.

Winder, Statham enact several emergency measures
County officials eye 
regional approach

See Measures, page 2A


