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See “D’ville” on 2A

Emma Ollis was crowned the 2020 Madison County High School Homecom-
ing Queen Friday night. Brady Bates was named Homecoming King. Photos 

by Zach Mitcham

Pictured (L-R) is Madison County’s 2020 Homecoming Court: Faith Vieira, 
Ja’Kiah Hitchcock, Ella Chancey, Riley Yancey, Emma Ollis, Pasha West, 
Allie Couch, Erika Hull, Reece Williams, Aly Dalton and Riley Smith.

Pasha West was named the 2020 Madison County High School Homecom-
ing Princess Friday.

Homecoming 2020
Mask or 

no mask?

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County schools 

haven’t had as many 

COVID-19 cases as many 

anticipated. Now, some 

local parents say it’s time 

to remove or at least relax 

mask requirements at 

county schools. But others 

say the masks have played 

a part in the low number 

of cases, and they don’t 

want any policies changed 

right now. 

County school board 

members heard both sides 

at a Tuesday meeting, but 

the group didn’t take a vote 

and will deliberate on the 

matter. 

Several speakers took 

the podium Tuesday. 

Some wore masks. Some 

didn’t. The room was a 

mix. Seats were spaced six 

feet apart, including at the 

board table where mem-

bers didn’t wear masks. 

Madison County schools 

have a policy of requir-

ing masks when social 

distancing is not possible, 

which includes most class-

rooms. 

Deana Ollis, a parent 

who is employed at a local 

hospital, said there is a lot 

of confusion and frustra-

tion among many parents 

about masks and quaran-

tine policies. 

“Students are suffering 

from both of those,” she 

said of the policies. 

Ollis said it’s time for the 

school board to review the 

policies that were set this 

summer to get students 

back in school. She said 

transmission rates are low 

among children, noting 

that the COVID-19 cases 

in Georgia among those 

under 17 constitute less 

than 10 percent of the total 

cases. She said school sys-

tems outside of Madison 

County aren’t suffering 

from high case rates, even 

without masks.

“A lot of schools outside 

of Madison County are not 

wearing masks and some 

of them have had less pos-

itive than we’ve had,” she 

said. 

Ashley Waller, another 

Madison County parent, 

echoed what Ollis said, 

adding that “masks aren’t 

healthy for our kids.” She 

said the masks get dirty 

and that there is bacterial 

buildup, which can lead to 

bacterial pneumonia. She 

said kids need to be able to 

see smiles and to know the 

faces of their classmates 

and teachers. 

“Teachers and students 

don’t know what each oth-

er’s faces look like,” she 

said. “…Kids are being 

sent home due to head-

aches. They’re not getting 

the right flow of oxygen.”

Ollis asked the school 

board to develop a way out 

of the current policies. 

“We would like to see 

D’ville 
may hold 
Christmas 

event

Clutch hit!

Red Raiders win in dramatic fashion against Jefferson Monday, 
earning home-field rights in the first round of state, Page 1B

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

The Danielsville Christ-

mas celebration may still 

be held. 

The city council dis-

cussed moving forward 

Monday with Christmas in 

Danielsville at the Madison 

County Memorial Park. A 

tentative date of Dec. 12 

was discussed, but no time 

was set and the council 

is expected to discuss the 

matter further at its Oct. 

26 work session. Other 

cities in the county have 

postponed or altered their 

Christmas celebrations for 

this year due to the ongoing 

pandemic.

Mayor Michael Wide-

man also said the city has 

no plans to alter trick-or-

treating for Halloween on 

Saturday, Oct. 31. Several 

churches usually hold trunk 

or treats in the city hall 

parking lot from 6 to 8 p.m. 

and that is expected to be 

the case this year, city clerk 

Susan Payne said. 

In other matters, the city 

is hiring for two positions 

for its public works depart-

ment. Long- time employee 

Daniel Turpin submitted his 

resignation on Sept. 18 and 

his last day was Oct. 2. 

New public works super-

intendent Craig Knight, 

who was introduced to the 

Voters wait in line to cast their ballots at the Madison County Board 
of Elections and Registration office Tuesday. Photo by Jana Mitcham

Turnout heavy for early 
voting in Madison County 

The line to cast an early ballot for 

the general election extended out-

side of the Madison County Board 

of Elections and Registration Office 

Tuesday. 

Many local residents want their 

voices heard in the 2020 Presiden-

tial General Election. 

“We have voted 910 yesterday 

(Monday) and today (Tuesday),” 

said Tracy Dean, Madison County 

Board of Elections and Registra-

tion. “The longest we had voters 

to wait has been about 20-to-25 

minutes. What’s slowing us down 

is the state system has been slow 

where we check them in, and the 

voters that requested an absentee 

(and then showed up to vote early), 

we are having to cancel them and 

let them vote on a machine.”

Early voting for the Nov. 3 gener-

al elections is held weekdays from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the county elec-

tions office at 94 Spring Lake Drive 

in Danielsville through Oct. 30. 

There will also be voting on Satur-

day, Oct. 24 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Madison County BOE hears from 
both sides at Tuesday meeting

See “BOE” on 2A

A crowd waits for the county school board meet-
ing to begin Tuesday.


