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Coronavirus hits Braselton
SPECIAL COVERAGE 

Coronavirus has hit the Braselton area. 

As of press time, Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center Braselton was treat-

ing two patients who tested positive for 

COVID-19.

Even before those cases were report-

ed, concerns about the spread of corona-

virus had led to a flurry of cancellations 
across the Braselton area. Schools are 

closed. Governments and public safety 
are increasing precautions.

Local supermarkets have been flooded 
with shoppers stocking up on necessities.

This week’s front contains special cov-

erage of the coronavirus threat. 

The Braselton News will offer its coro-

navirus stories free to the public.

The News recently transitioned to paid 

circulation for its print edition and imple-

mented a paywall on its online stories.

That online paywall will be suspended 

on coronavirus stories for the next few 

weeks.

Given the seriousness and spread of 

COVID-19 and the potential impact it 

could have on the Braselton area, The 

News want to offer a resource for reliable 

news and updates to community members 

— including those who can’t afford a sub-

scription or do not want to subscribe.

Online stories can be found at  

BraseltonNewsTODAY.com.

If you have trouble viewing coronavi-

rus stories on The News’ website, email  

alex@mainstreetnews.com.

Coronavirus stories 

free to public online

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Northeast Georgia Medical Center Bra-

selton is treating two patients who have test-

ed positive for COVID-19.

The Northeast Georgia Health System an-

nounced the update late March 15.

Hospital staff are not releasing any details 

about those patients, citing privacy laws.

“We’re not releasing any other details 

about the patient due to privacy laws at this 

point,” said Sean Couch, director of public 

relations and marketing.

“It’s important to note, though, that the 

CDC guidelines for any person who is 

concerned they may have been exposed to 

COVID-19 – in any place at any time – is 

the same. If they develop a fever and symp-

toms such as cough or difficulty breathing, 

they should call their doctor’s office or an 

urgent care clinic for advice about where 

they should go for treatment. If their care-

giver determines they need to be tested for 

COVID-19, the caregiver will coordinate 

testing.”

As of press time, the state reported 146 

cases of coronavirus. Locally, there are sev-

en confirmed cases in Gwinnett County, one 

in Hall County and one in Barrow County.

EXTRA PRECAUTIONS  

IMPLEMENTED

Hospital leaders are assuring area resi-

dents that NGMC is taking extra precau-

tions to keep patients and visitors safe.

“Our physicians, nurses and oth-

er staff are following all guidelines 

from the CDC to provide the best pos-

sible care,” says Anthony William-

son, president of NGMC Braselton. 

“That includes keeping the patient in 

a negative pressure room, wearing 

personal protective equipment and  

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Just how serious is the COVID-19 vi-

rus?

There appears to be differing opinions 

on the matter as some people are gripped 

by fear while others seem to think the vi-

rus is little more than another kind of flu.

That question came up at the Jackson 

County COVID planning meeting March 

12 where GEMA Area 1 coordinator 

Don Strength appeared to play down the 

seriousness of the virus.

“Common senses, we’ve lost it — 

that’s why we are where we are right 

now,” he said.

Strength said that people seeing imag-

es of emergency tents in California on 

television is “driving this.”

“Not to minimize what we’ve got, I’m 

just saying the media isn’t helping us 

any,” he said.

How bad is 

COVID-19?

See GEMA, page 2A

Former Hoschton City 

Council member Hope 

Weeks has withdrawn from 

the city’s mayoral race.

Weeks submitted a signed 

letter to city hall on Thurs-

day, March 12, announcing 

her withdrawal from the up-

coming mayoral election.

“It is with deep sadness 

that I announce my with-

drawal from the election 

for mayor of Hoschton,” 

Weeks wrote in the letter. 

“I am proud of the opportu-

nity the citizens gave me to 

serve Hoschton as a council 

member. During my time as 

a council member, I always 

tried to do the right thing for 

Hoschton and its citizens, 

even when the right thing 

wasn’t necessarily popular.”

Weeks cited a “barrage of 

attacks” against her as the 

reason for her withdrawal.

“I was excited about the 

possibility of continuing 

to serve the community as 

mayor, but unfortunate-

ly, the barrage of attacks 

against me have become 

untenable. In the end, my 

family and my job have to 

be my priority, leaving with-

drawal from the race as my 

best course of action.

“My sincere thanks to all 

of you who have supported 

me. I am very disappoint-

ed that it’s come to this, 

but I pray the citizens of 

Weeks withdraws 

from mayoral race
Sell will be mayor 

of Hoschton

See Weeks, page 2A
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The bath tissue aisle was vacant at a West Jackson supermarket as cus-

tomers stock up during Coronavirus pandemic.

VACANT SHELVES AT SUPERMARKETS

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

It appears James Lawson 

will be a candidate in the 

upcoming Hoschton City 

Council special election.

In a reversal of its de-

cision last month, the 

Jackson County Board of 

Elections and Registration 

voted 3-1 on March 16 to 

deny a challenge against 

Lawson’s residency. Larry 

Ewing was the lone oppo-

sition.

Lawson is the owner of 

Lawson Funeral Home in 

Hoschton and says he lives 

in an upstairs apartment in 

the funeral home. During 

the new board of elections 

hearing, Lawson’s attorney 

Stanton Porter, present-

ed additional evidence to 

show that Lawson has re-

sided at the funeral home 

for over a year (the require-

ment to run for council).

Among the newly-pre-

sented evidence were: 

Receipts and photos from 

the renovations for the 

apartment; documents 

from a moving company 

that relocated the Law-

sons’ belongings from 

their former home to the 

funeral home in 2018; and 

evidence that Lawson got 

much of his credit card and 

personal mail delivered in 

Hoschton.

Porter also present-

ed sworn affidavits from 

a number of Lawson’s 

neighbors and community 

BOE says Lawson meets 

residency standard

See Lawson, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Braselton area first responders are taking 

some extra precautions when dealing with the 

public.

“Everybody’s going to be wearing latex 

gloves when they go on a call,” said Braselton 

Police Chief Terry Esco.

The Braselton Police Department will also be 

limiting traffic stops to only the necessary ones. 

Officers will also keep their patrol cars wiped 

down and each patrol car has latex gloves, 

wipes and hand sanitizer.

First responders 

take extra 

precautions

See Precautions, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

In an attempt to slow the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus, many communities, in-

cluding the Braselton area, are shutting down 

schools, sporting events and public gatherings.

Starting on Thursday, March 12, a cascade 

of national and state events led to a number of 

quick decisions by officials to try and slow a 

potential virus epidemic.

One result has been that area grocery stores 

were slammed throughout the week with many 

staple goods being in short supply.

Area school districts have closed temporari-

ly, along with the University System of Georgia 

and other area schools. Earlier this week, Gov-

ernor Brian Kemp ordered all public schools 

(K-12 and colleges) to close until the end of 

March.

Civic and political groups have cancelled 

most upcoming events.

Braselton area neighborhoods have limited 

large gatherings.

Many churches have moved to online ser-

vices.

And local governments have largely scaled 

back operations, from library program cancel-

lations to municipal court closures.

See a list of closures on the BraseltonNew-

sTODAY.com website.

THINGS MOVING FAST

The situation surrounding coronavirus is 

changing rapidly.

On Friday, March 13, the Town of Braselton 

and City of Hoschton announced minimal 

changes to their operations. Both said at that 

time they were implementing additional clean-

ing in buildings.

But all that was changed by Monday, March 

16.

Braselton

Braselton announced Sunday (March 15) 

that it will keep its buildings open, but asks vis-

itors only come when necessary.

“...we ask that you limit visits to necessity 

and avoid visits if you feel unwell or may have 

Spread of virus impacts area

See Closures, page 2A

Closures, increased 

protocols and  

grocery store runs

All voting, including early voting, for the 

March 24 election has been suspended due to 

the Coronavirus crisis.

The Presidential Preference Primary will 

now be held on May 19 along with local and 

state primary elections. Early voting restarts 

on April 27.

The move by the state to suspend early 

voting and postpone the presidential pri-

mary election will also impact local issues, 

Voting suspended for 

March 24 election

See Election, page 2A

Two cases confirmed in Braselton

See NGMC, page 3A

Mainstreet Newspapers’ offices will be 

closed to the public until further notice.

The papers will be published on their 

regular weekly schedule and available 

at newsstands and subscriptions via the 

USPS.

News offices 

closed to public

See Offices, page 3A


