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Jackson County Com-

prehensive High School 

teachers recently had 

the opportunity to tour 

the new high school and 

find their classrooms 
and workspaces. Emily 

Hall (Spanish), Ashley 

Ware (Language Arts) 

and Erin Uesseler (So-

cial Studies) are shown 

checking out one of the 

new classrooms. The 

ribbon cutting at the 

new school, located at 

152 Jaxco Junction (at 

Georgia Highway 332 

and Skelton Road) will 

be held at 2 p.m. Sun-

day, June 13.

CHECKING OUT NEW JCHS; RIBBON CUTTING SET SUNDAY

Citizens packed the courtroom at 

this week’s Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners meeting, upset over 

spikes on property tax assessments 

mailed out recently across the county.

During almost one hour of input, 

residents cited concerns with hiked 

assessments, along with the general 

lack of clarity surrounding the pro-

cess. Several others again asked the 

county to consider providing tax relief 

for senior citizens.

ASSESSMENTS VS. TAXES

Each year, property across the coun-

ty is assessed at fair market value. 

For residential, it is based largely on 

recent sales in the area. Assessments 

are mailed out each spring, and those 

notices include an estimated tax that 

will be set in the fall. Commission 

chairman Tom Crow stressed that the 

estimated tax number listed on that as-

sessment is misleading since the actu-

al millage rates won’t be set until later.

“The estimated tax number that you 

saw on that form is required by the 

state. As best I can tell, it serves no 

purpose except to upset the citizens,” 

said Crow. “It’s not a real number un-

til we get to our point of setting the 

budget.”

The county lowered its millage rate 

this past year and Crow expects the 

board may do the same again this year.

“We have not calculated, but I can 

say that it’s going to come down,” he 

said. “…We will only tax and collect 

the money that’s needed to carry-out 

the day-to-day operations of this 

county.”

COMPLICATED TAX SITUA-

TION AND SENIOR 

EXEMPTIONS

Jackson County has a complicated 

tax situation with three school sys-

tems, multiple municipalities and fire 

district taxes, in addition to the coun-

ty-wide tax.

Several residents asked the com-

missioners to consider offering some 

tax relief to senior citizens. Some 

residents questioned why the county 

doesn’t offer a senior exemption on 

school taxes like some surrounding 

counties. But Crow noted the county 

doesn’t have the mix of industrial and 

commercial to make up the difference.

“Exempting us from that school tax 

is not fair to the non-seniors because 

we do not have enough commercial 

and industrial warehouses to pick up 

that transfer,” said Crow. “…“Some-

body else has to pay that dollar.”

One resident, John Yarbrough, 

asked the county to consider shifting 

some of the tax burden from seniors 

onto large warehouses.

“We need to let these seniors that 

have lived in this county – many their 

whole life — let these people enjoy 

their golden years without having to 

worry about whether they’re going to 

be able to pay their property tax,” said 

Yarbrough.

Crow said one possibility to bring 

in more from industrial property own-

ers would be to implement an income 

tax, but that would have to be applied 

across the board — commercial, in-

dustrial and residential.

“And I’m not for that,” Crow said.

CLARITY, DISCREPANCIES 

AND OTHER CONCERNS

Other residents voiced concerns 

over the lack of clarity in the assess-

ment process. One resident questioned 

who holds the board of tax assessors 

accountable, while another asked the 

commissioners to intervene on behalf 

of the community and ask for the as-

sessments to be reconsidered.

“We do not have any control over 

that office,” Crow said at the begin-

ning of the meeting.

The board of tax assessors is an 

appointed 5-member group that is 

trained by the state. The assessment 

results are audited annually by the 

Georgia Department of Revenue.

“Each year after the assessors mail 

out those forms that you just received, 

the state Department of Revenue 

comes into our county and they go 

into that office and they look at the 

same sales that our people looked at,” 

Crow said.

If there’s a significant inaccuracy in 

those numbers, the county is “severely 

fined,” Crow said.

“It is to our interest that those as-

sessments that’s mailed out be as 

accurate as possible,” said Crow. “If 

they’re not, we’re fined.”

Two residents also cited concerns 

with discrepancies on the assessments 

including inaccuracies on individu-

al assessments and uniformity when 

looking at assessments for comparable 

Citizens upset over hiked 

assessments, lack of clarity

A public meeting hosted by developers of a massive 

subdivision in Commerce will be held next week.

Cooke Properties of Gainesville, developers of the 

proposed residential project on Whitehill School Rd. 

and Hwy. 441, are hosting the meeting on June 14 at 

5:30 p.m. at the Commerce Civic Center.

The proposed project of over 400 homes has sparked 

controversy in Commerce and drawn pushback from 

some neighbors at recent planning commission meet-

ings.

Action on the plan has been delayed twice before the 

city planning board and the design of the project has 

been changed from its original concept.

The project, named “The Village At Harmony Grove,” 

is the single largest residential community ever pro-

posed in Commerce. The subdivision would cover some 

181 acres.

Under the new proposal, developers have reduced the 

proposed number of townhouses from 200 to 112 and 

single family homes have been cut from 370 to 327. In 

addition, a proposed commercial strip along Hwy. 441 

has been expanded to allow for more business develop-

ment and the project’s amenity area has been expanded.

Under the new proposal, the community would be 

built in five phases with the 112 townhouses built first. 

Those are proposed to have 1,600 sq. ft. with a two-car 

garage and costing $240,000 and up.

Phase two would be 131 single family homes of 

1,800-2,600 sq. ft. costing $300,000 and up.

Phase three would be the community’s amenity area, 

which calls for a pool, clubhouse, two pickleball courts, 

a community garden, playground, dog park and walking 

trails.

Phase four would be the remaining 175 single fami-

ly homes of 2,000-3,200 sq. ft. each priced at $400,000 

and up.

Phase five would be the development of 14.5 acres of 

around 10 commercial businesses.

The design of the homes in the community could be-

come an issue. Some planning commission members 

have voiced opposition to subdivisions with front-facing 

garages, a style they say isn’t in keeping with the overall 

Commerce aesthetics. Many of the homes shown in the 

proposed development’s paperwork do have front-fac-

ing garages.

The developers also submitted data that says the 

project’s home prices would be higher than other near-

by subdivisions and higher than the overall average of 

homes sold in Commerce over the last 12 months.

Developers also say the project would pay $3 million 

in building and development fees and $2.4 million per 

year in property taxes.

Developers of large 

proposed project in 

Commerce hosting 

public meeting
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The total lunar eclipse on Wednesday, May 26, was a rare lunar trifecta known as a “super flower blood 
moon” in which a full moon, a supermoon and a total lunar eclipse occurred simultaneously, and was 

the first in nearly six years. It is the only total lunar eclipse of 2021. The celestial phenomenon took 
place before dawn as the moon slowly turned red as it moved through Earth’s shadow. May’s full moon 

is known as the “flower moon” because it’s typically at a time of year when spring flowers emerge. The 
next blood moon will occur on Monday, May 16, 2022, but it will be another 12 years before a supermoon 
coincides with another blood moon on Saturday, October 8, 2033. Here, the moon is shown in its partial 
eclipse stage from the area of the Jackson County Courthouse.

RARE LUNAR TRIFECTA RISES ABOVE JEFFERSON

By SHERRY LEWIS
The Nicholson City 

Council gave Jennifer Kes-

ler the green light Monday 

night to move forward with 

her plans to open a new spe-

cial event center.

During a recent public 

hearing and work session, 

Kesler outlined plans to 

build a timber-framed barn 

on her property at Cabin 

Creek Dr.

At its June 7 meeting, the 

council approved a condi-

tional use permit for her 

property, which is zoned ag-

ricultural.

Kesler says she plans to 

hold weddings and other 

special events. Her plans are 

to have an occupancy rate 

of no more than 100 people. 

She plans to have events ev-

ery weekend.

In other business, the 

council approved an amend-

ment to its charter about 

salaries for the mayor and 

council. Attorney Jody 

Campbell said the move will 

allow changes to the salary 

to be done by ordinance.

At this time, no specific 

amount has been discussed, 

but if a raise is approved, it 

will not be implemented un-

til after the next election.

The council also:

•approved a request by 

the Certified Literacy Pro-

gram of Jackson County to 

increase funding from $500 

to $900 a year. The reason 

for the increase is due to the 

growth in population in the 

city.

•discussed a bid for a 

sprinkler system. The coun-

cil agreed to set aside a time 

to go over the bid.

•noted that the date for 

the July meeting needs to 

be changed. It would have 

been July 5, but the July 4th 

holiday will be observed on 

that day. The new meeting 

date will be announced at a 

later time.

Nicholson approves 

event center permit
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