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The First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), 275 North 5th Ave., Winder, and Wind-

er-Barrow High School will co-host an “Out of 

the Darkness” community walk on Saturday, 

Sept. 28, in an effort to raise awareness of and 

contribute to prevention of suicide.

More than 200 people have signed up to par-

ticipate, church leaders said. Registration will 

be at 8 a.m. and the opening ceremony and 

walk around the high school will be at 9 a.m. 

All activities will begin at the church, across 

from the high school. According to state statis-

tics, there were 128 confirmed suicides in Bar-

row County, 46 percent higher than the state 

average. Teen suicide rates doubled the state 

average.

“We hope to raise awareness to this horri-

ble situation, provide educational displays on 

mental health and be there to listen to anyone 

who has a story to tell,” leaders said. “We have 

to help each other to end this.”

Those who aren’t able to walk can go to afsp.

org/barrow and sign up as a “virtual or active 

walker.” A raffle will be held with items do-

nated from local businesses. All donations will 

benefit the American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention.

“They teach us, represent us in research and 

legislation, and support us in our effort to end 

suicide,” leaders said. “Please join us, and let’s 

work together to end the stigma of mental ill-

ness and suicide here at home.”

For more information, call 770-867-9056.
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Church to host suicide prevention, awareness walk

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Barrow County Planning Commis-

sion has recommended the rezoning of 

property on Highway 211 just outside the 

Winder city limits that would allow for the 

building of a residential subdivision with 

about 200 single-family homes — about 50 

fewer than the company looking to develop 

the property was seeking.

After more than an hour of discussion at 

its Thursday, Sept. 19, meeting, the panel 

voted 4-0 — three members were absent 

— to recommend rezoning 86.8 acres of a 

96-acre tract at 627 Hwy. 211 NW, Winder, 

from Agricultural to R-2 Master Planned 

Development. The recommendation now 

heads to the county board of commission-

ers for a public hearing and vote on Oct. 8.

Lawrenceville-based Corridor Develop-

ment has sought a rezoning of the property 

for several months and initially proposed 

rezoning it to R-3 Residential in order to 

build 182 single-family detached homes as 

well as 128 single-family townhomes. But 

after nearby residents raised concerns about 

the scope of the project — the potential 

traffic impact and the potential effect town-

homes could have on their property values 

— the planning commission tabled the case 

in July and the developer withdrew that re-

quest in August and resubmitted to rezone 

the property to R-3 and have a special use 

for a master planned development.

Corridor’s plans presented Thursday to 

the commission called for 247 single-fam-

ily homes at 2.9 units per acre. However, 

at the recommendation of the county’s 

planning staff, the panel recommended the 

R-2 zoning, which allows up to 2.3 units 

per acre. That would allow a maximum of 

about 200 homes to be built on the property.

The property’s current owner, Chris Mad-

dox, has proposed an amendment to the 

county’s future land-use map that would 

designate the property for residential de-

velopment. It currently falls under the West 

Winder Bypass character area (which calls 

for primarily light industrial and commer-

cial uses), but Maddox and the developer 

believe residential use would be appropri-

ate.

The BOC will have a public hearing and 

vote on Maddox’s request Oct. 8, the same 

night it will hear the rezoning request.

Panel recommends rezoning Hwy. 211 property
Developer would be allowed to build around 

200 single-family homes near future West 

Winder Bypass; case heads to BOC for vote

See Rezoning, page 3A

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

A former Statham em-

ployee filed a lawsuit Sept. 

9 in Barrow County Supe-

rior Court seeking com-

pensatory and punitive 

damages for nude photos 

of her on a city computer.

Carole Amos, who 

worked in the planning 

and zoning office, sued 

the city, Mayor Robert 

Bridges, former adminis-

trator Michelle Irizarry, 

attorney Thomas Mitchell, 

city clerk Mai Chang and 

public works director Sam 

Powell.

The lawsuit says while 

Amos was an employee of 

the city, she had a roman-

tic relationship with an-

other city employee, John 

Looney. The suit says the 

city did not have a policy 

about employee relation-

ships or about fraternizing 

with other employees.

She maintains “nothing 

improper . . . ever occurred 

during work hours.”

Amos said she took a 

week off in December 

2017 and did not hear 

from Looney. He did not 

respond to her “attempts 

to reach him by way of his 

private cell phone.” 

She said she paid the 

monthly bill for Looney’s 

phone.

When she did not hear 

from him, she called 

Irizarry and police chief 

Allan Johnston, the suit 

says.

“Shortly thereafter,” the 

suit says, the administrator 

met with her “and present-

ed her with a letter plac-

ing her on administrative 

leave and instructed (her) 

to come back the follow-

ing Monday for a meeting 

in regards to an investiga-

tion being conducted.”

In the meeting, Amos 

says in the suit, she was 

“forced to participate in a 

recorded interview” about 

her relationship with Loo-

ney. She said Irizarry and 

Mitchell “placed an ex-

treme amount of pressure” 

on her for answers during 

the interview. She said 

Looney showed the video 

of her partially nude and 

Powell asked permission 

to copy that onto a city 

computer.

She said she learned 

about the city having pho-

tos of her in June 2018 

when Mitchell told her he 

would release the photos 

through an open records 

request. 

Both of Barrow County’s high schools beat the state av-

erage graduation rate in 2019.

Winder-Barrow High School had a graduation rate of 

84.9 percent for 2019 and Apalachee High School’s rate 

was 90.7, the first time it passed the 90-percent mark.

Barrow County had 825 graduates in the spring.

Georgia’s graduation rate reached 82 percent in 2019.

“I am thrilled with the steady growth the system has 

seen in this rate over the past several years,” superinten-

dent Chris McMichael said. “It is a direct result of the sys-

tem-wide focus on teaching and learning at higher levels 

that permeates our schools.”

Barrow County Board of Education chair Lynn Stevens 

said, “All of the work being done in Pre-K through middle 

school is setting a strong foundation in high school, and 

our high schools are raising the bar every year.”

Former Statham 
employee files suit 
over nude photos

Barrow graduation 

rate increases again

Sunflower Festival 
brings large crowd

Photos by Ron Bridgeman

Brantley Green, 3, gets a treat from an exhibitor during the Statham 
Sunflower Festival Saturday, Sept. 21. He gets a ride from dad, Matthew 
Green. The crowd came early Saturday. The festival was crowded before 
9:30 a.m. as attendees checked out the record-number of booths and shook 
hands with candidates in the November city elections.

Keith Cavegh of Winder helps judge the car show at the Sunflower festival 
in Statham Saturday. He has been a car show judge for 15 years, he said.

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Barrow County’s third 

high school will be recom-

mended to be the Barrow 

Arts & Science Academy 

“unless something changes 

in the next week, superin-

tendent Chris McMichael 

told the county school 

board at its Tuesday, Sept. 

24 work session.

Dale Simpson, principal 

for the new school, said 17 

people suggested that name, 

the most for any prospec-

tive name. He noted that 

all the words in the name 

also were among the words 

most often mentioned in the 

lengthy list of suggested 

names.

Simpson said the district 

surveyed students, parents, 

teachers and community 

members. The suggest-

ed list was posted on the 

school’s website.

The name “Barrow Arts 

& Sciences Academy” has 

been the “working name” 

for the school for some 

time.

About 240 names were 

suggested for the school. 

The new high school is be-

ing built adjacent to Sims 

Academy of Innovation and 

Third 
Barrow 
high school 
gets name

See BOE, page 2A

See Statham, page 2A


