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Nearly 1,000 people in Jackson County 

had confirmed Covid cases over the last two 

weeks, giving the county the worst rate of 

new infections in North Georgia.

The 933 confirmed infections over the last 

two weeks put the county a rate of 1,249 per 

100,000 people. That is the highest in the 

northern part of the state and the third worst 

rate statewide.

In addition, the county reported one of the 

state’s highest positive rates with 30% of test-

ing proving to be positive for the virus.

Since March 2020, nearly 6,000 people in 

the county have tested positive for the virus 

with 316 people hospitalized and 64 con-

firmed deaths. There are an additional 10 

deaths that are suspected to having been due 

to Covid.

December was one of the county’s deadli-

est months with 11 reported deaths. There has 

been one death so far in 2021.

The youngest death was of a 28-year-old 

white male. The most recent deaths were a 

45-year-old white male with no known un-

derlying conditions and a 49-year-old white 

male with underlying conditions.

VACCINES

As the virus continues to spread, the state 

is starting to ramp up its distribution of two 

approved Covid vaccines.

So far, only healthcare workers and those 

in long-term care facilities are receiving the 

vaccine.

Last week, the state said it would modify 

its vaccine plans to include those over age 65 

with medical conditions to get a higher prior-

ity. The next wave is also supposed to include 

first responders and law enforcement officers.

Non-healthcare individuals in Jackson 

County who are not a first responder can pre-

register for the vaccine by going to the district 

health website at:

https://publichealthathens.com/wp/

programs/infectious-disease/coronavi-

rus-covid-19-information/covid-19-vaccina-

tion/non-healthcare-covid-vaccine-pre-regis-

tration/

While the vaccine is starting to be adminis-

tered, some reports indicate the rollout in the 

state has been exceedingly slow.

While the federal government allocated 

funding to develop and then ship the vaccines, 

it did not allocate funding for the states to ac-

tually administer the vaccine until the most 

recent legislation was passed.

Dr. Amber Schmidtke, who does a regular 

analysis of Covid data in a daily email, said 

this week that there had been too much con-

fusion over how the vaccine was being deliv-

ered to patients.

“Unfortunately, the rollout is not going 

smoothly at all, both in terms of logistics as 

well as messaging,” she said.

Covid update: Jackson now worst in North Ga.

Chart of confirmed Covid cases in Jackson County showing the recent growth 
in numbers.

State leaders recently an-

nounced plans to add an-

other group of people to the 

current group of individu-

als eligible to receive the 

COVID-19 vaccination.

Adults 65 and older, law 

enforcement officers, fire-

fighters and first responders 

are expected to be eligible 

for the vaccination in the 

next two weeks (if adequate 

supply is available). They 

will join healthcare workers 

and long-term care facility 

residents, who are already 

eligible to receive the vac-

cination.

“Following the expert 

guidance of Dr. Toomey, 

the CDC, and the Advisory 

Committee on Immuniza-

tion Practices, Georgia will 

move to expand Phase 1a 

vaccination criteria with-

in the next two weeks to 

include the elderly, law 

enforcement officers, fire-

fighters and first responders 

— provided the state con-

tinues to receive adequate 

vaccine supplies,” said 

Governor Brian Kemp. “We 

will continue to monitor the 

administration efforts of our 

public health workers and 

partners in the private sec-

tor, and the supply chain of 

both the Moderna and Pfizer 

vaccines to ensure eligible 

Georgians are vaccinated 

without delay.”

State to expand 

vaccine group

The Jackson County School System 

has expanded its return to class this 

week with a hybrid system of alternating 

in-person classes with remote learning 

for all of its schools.

The system had earlier announced it 

would go to the hybrid model for its mid-

dle and high school students, but expand-

ed that last week to include all its elemen-

tary schools as well.

The system is also set to enforce a mask 

mandate for all students and staff wear 

masks inside school facilities.

“This is our best option to keep our stu-

dents and staff in school while minimiz-

ing the potential impact of holiday trav-

el,” said superintendent April Howard.

The system’s move comes amid a 

large outbreak of Covid cases in Jackson 

County and an expected uptick following 

Christmas and New Year’s where a num-

ber of people may have been exposed to 

the virus at holiday gatherings.

The system plans to remain with the 

hybrid system though January, depending 

on the data from state health officials and 

the amount of community spread of the 

virus.

Howard said that system leaders will 

meet on Jan. 7 to make a decision about 

any modifications for next week’s class-

es.

The system had to move to remote 

learning just before the holiday break due 

to a high number of school staff being re-

quired to quarantine.

Under the current plan, all students will 

do remote learning on Mondays. Stu-

dents are then divided into two groups for 

in-person class attendance on an alternat-

ing schedule.

The hybrid system lowers the density 

of students inside school buildings to al-

low for more distancing.

Howard said the first day of the hybrid 

class system went well.

“Things are going very well for the 

most part,” she said.

Two schools are seeing some staff 

shortages and in need of additional sub-

stitute teachers, Howard said.

Jackson County schools move to 

hybrid attendance for January

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.

com

Commerce leaders are 

hopeful the city will be 

able to host some of its 

regular events in 2021 

amid the recent release 

of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Many of the town’s 2020 

events were cancelled due 

to the ongoing pandemic.

“We’re very hopeful for 

2021 that we’ll start having 

events again,” city manag-

er James Wascher told the 

Commerce City Council 

on Monday (Jan. 4).

Planned events include:

•Easter parade — April 3

•Spring cleanup — April 

10

•Car show and barbecue 

— May 15

•Concert on Cherry — 

June 4

•Music and fireworks — 

July 2

•Concert on Cherry — 

July 16

•Farm to Table — Sept. 

21

•Chili cookoff and car 

show — Oct. 2

•Hometown holiday — 

Dec. 4

•Christmas parade — 

Dec. 5

The proposed schedule 

of events will go before the 

council for a vote at its Jan. 

19 meeting.

OTHER ITEMS

Other items discussed 

for the Jan. 19 meeting 

were:

•a bid for grease trap 

pumping for commercial 

customers. The lowest bid 

was Hulsey Environmen-

tal, the city’s current ven-

dor, at $0.18 per gallon for 

outside pumping or $95 

per visit for inside pump-

ing.

•the addition of an on-

call gas main installer con-

tractor. The only bidder 

was Harrison and Harrison 

Inc.

•an electrical easement 

for electricity for phase 3 

of Highland Estates.

•reappointing Susan Ste-

phenson to the Commerce 

Downtown Development 

Authority.

•reappointing Ann 

Rhodes and Sam Chaney 

to the library board.

•proposed 2021 meeting 

dates for the council and 

the city’s various agencies.

ALTERNATE JUDGE 

APPROVED

Also on Monday, Jan. 4, 

the council held a special 

called meeting to approve 

an alternate judge for two 

cases in the city’s munic-

ipal court. The individual 

involved in both cases filed 

a motion in court for a new 

judge, due to a potential 

conflict of interest.

Wascher noted it is eas-

ier and likely more cost 

effective to go ahead and 

get an alternate judge in 

place (compared to facing 

a possible appeal in the 

Superior Court of Jackson 

County).

The alternate judge will 

be paid $75 an hour.

Darren Owensby and 

Bobby Redmon were op-

posed.

Commerce ‘hopeful’ to 

resume events in 2021

The much-watched run-

off election for Georgia’s 

two U.S. Senate seats was 

headed for the finish line 

on Tuesday, Jan. 5, with 

the final day of voting.

Since the election re-

sults fell beyond the 

newspaper’s deadline, re-

sults will be posted to our 

website at JacksonHer-

aldToday.com.

Over 21,000 votes were 

cast in Jackson County 

during early voting and 

by absentee ballot.

There were three races 

on the ballot: Incumbent 

Republican Sen. David 

Perdue faces Democrat 

Jon Ossoff; incumbent 

GOP Sen. Kelly Loeffler 

faces Democrat Raphael 

Warnock; and incumbent 

Republican PSC member 

Lauren “Bubba” McDon-

ald faces Democrat Dan-

iel Blackman.

McDonald is a native 

of Jackson County where 

he served on the board of 

commissioners and as a 

long-time state represen-

tative.

Runoff election 

held Jan. 5

A threatening email sent to Jackson County of-

ficials over the weekend is being investigated by 

Homeland Security, the GBI and other agencies.

The email was apparently part of a coordinated 

series of threats sent by a right-wing individual or 

group to several counties across the state threaten-

ing to blow up polling places and doing violence 

to anyone who doesn’t support overturning election 

results in the state to favor Donald Trump.

The profanity-filled rant listed several hashtags 

that are affiliated with right-wing social media and 

conspiracy sites.

Jackson County Sheriff Janis Mangum said her 

office was already planning to have extra deputies 

at polling places on Jan. 5 given the heated tensions 

surrounding the runoff elections for Georgia’s two 

Senate seats.

On Saturday, President Trump made a hour-

long phone call to Georgia Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger demanding that he overturn Geor-

gia’s voting and find him enough votes to change the 

state’s outcome in his favor. Joe Biden won Georgia 

by around 12,000 votes. Ballots were counted in the 

state three times following the Nov. 3 election.

The president’s call has quickly become extreme-

ly controversial for Trump’s demanding tone and 

perhaps illegal demand to overturn a legitimate 

election in the state. The call was recorded and re-

leased to the media.

The threatening email to Jackson County rants 

about Republicans who don’t support Trump’s ef-

forts to overturn Georgia’s voting results and also 

says anyone who votes in the runoff for any candi-

date is “our greatest enemy.”

County receives 

threatening email 

about election
Other counties also 

received right-wing rant

See Letter, page 2A


