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The November surge 

in Covid cases in Jack-

son County — and across 

the country — continued 

over the last week as at 

least one school in the 

county closed and moved 

to online classes due to 

the outbreak.

West Jackson Elemen-

tary School will close 

Nov. 18 due to having 

over 20% of its students 

and staff under quaran-

tine. The school plans to 

reopen Nov. 30 if the cas-

es go back down.

School officials said 

the large number of virus 

cases “has greatly affect-

ed the daily operations of 

our schools.”

Last week, the Jackson 

County School System 

had 5.3% (449) of its stu-

dents and staff on quaran-

tine due to the virus with 

19 active positive cases.

OVERALL COUNTY 

RATES RISE

Locally, the death to-

tal to date has been 46 in 

Jackson County with four 

other deaths suspected to 

be linked to Covid.

Some 232 people have 

been hospitalized since 

March with the virus and 

2,800 people have been 

confirmed with Covid in 

the county.

A big worry are the 

trend lines in Jackson 

County. These are trou-

bling in the three main 

areas where tracking of 

the virus is done:

• The number of cases 

per 100,000 people has 

now topped 400 over the 

last two weeks, a moder-

ately high rate.

• The number of new 

cases per day over the last 

week hit 25.0, very close 

to the county’s record of 

26.1 set on Sept. 4.

• The percentage of 

positive cases (out of 

all those tested) hit a 

new high on Nov. 12 at 

17.2 based on a 7-day  

rolling average.

SCHOOLS  

LAST WEEK

Last week, the Jefferson 

City School System had 

4.8% of its students and 

1.8% of its staff absent 

due to Covid exposure.

The Commerce City 

School System had 14 

students or staff members 

on quarantine due to the 

virus.

No major problems 

were uncovered in Jack-

son County’s audit of the 

Nov. 3 presidential elec-

tion results, officials said 

this week.

A hand recount was 

done across the state start-

ing Friday, Nov. 13.

The move was done 

due to the closeness of 

the race between Donald 

Trump and Joe Biden for 

president. Biden carried 

Georgia by around 14,000 

votes, a surprising out-

come given that the state 

had not voted for a Dem-

ocratic presidential candi-

date since 1992.

In Jackson County, 

Trump dominated the vote 

count with 79% of the to-

tal.

That didn’t change 

much with the hand re-

count, according to Jack-

son County elections di-

rector Jennifer Logan.

In the original count, 

Trump had 29,491 votes 

in the county. The hand 

count gave him 29,507 

votes.

Biden had 7,641 origi-

nal votes and 7,639 in the 

recount.

The original results are 

the state certified results 

and will remain the same.

Statewide, the hand re-

count isn’t expected to 

affect the overall outcome 

of the results. Biden is 

expected to still carry the 

state and its 16 Electoral 

College votes.

But the state’s results 

have created a firestorm 

within the state’s Re-

publican leadership. 

Republican Secretary of 

State Brad Raffensperger 

has come under fire from 

within his own party over 

the results. He said in me-

dia interviews this week 

that some Republicans 

have been pressuring him 

The graduation rates 

for all four high schools 

in Jackson County were 

above 90% in 2020, far 

above the state average 

of 83.8%.

Jefferson High School 

led the local results 

with a graduation rate 

of 99.3%, followed by 

Commerce High School 

at 99%.

East Jackson Compre-

hensive High School had 

a rate of 94.6% and Jack-

son County Comprehen-

sive High School had a 

rate of 92.6%

Local grad rates well 

above state average

A major expansion of 

Jefferson Middle School 

could begin next year fol-

lowing preliminary dis-

cussions by the Jefferson 

Board of Education.

During its fall retreat 

last week, the board heard 

from engineer Craig Buck-

ley about some basic ideas 

on how the schools could 

be expanded.

After considering three 

options, Buckley recom-

mended that the system 

pursue building a two-sto-

ry addition to the right of 

the school’s front in the 

area currently used as an 

athletic field.

The next step in the pro-

cess would be for school 

leaders to meet with Buck-

ley to go over specifics of 

Jefferson looking 

at JMS expansion

The Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners 

approved a rezoning for 

three residential tracts on 

15 acres near Maysville 

on Nov. 16, but with a 

stipulation the landowners 

didn’t want.

The board approved re-

zoning 15 acres in three 

tracts at 1246 Bob Mann 

Rd., Maysville, from A-2 

to M-H, but with the stip-

ulation that only “stick-

built” homes could be put 

on the property.

Francisco Oviedo said 

that he and two other fam-

ily members wanted to 

put mobile homes on the 

BOC cool to mobile 

home rezoning

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Two large-scale proj-

ects within Jefferson are 

reportedly still moving 

along.

City administrator 

Priscilla Murphy said 

construction work on a 

mixed-use re-develop-

ment of the city’s old 

mill should begin by ear-

ly spring, while work 

on a retail center at the 

Jefferson council 

gets update about 

two major projects

See JMS, page 2A

See BOC, page 2A

See Jefferson, page 2A

By Cindy R. Edge

The Commerce Po-

lice Department has ob-

tained state certification 

through the Georgia 

Association of Chiefs of 

Police.

Lavonia Police Chief 

Bruce Carlisle presented 

Commerce 

PD gets state 

certification

Lavonia Police Chief 

Bruce Carlisle from 

the Georgia Asso-

ciation of Chiefs of 

Police speaks to 

the Commerce City 

Council on Nov. 16 

about the certifica-

tion of the Commerce 

Police Department.

By Cindy R. Edge

Commerce will have a 

virtual Christmas event 

this year with a drive-

through with Santa visits 

and candy.

Like some other 

area towns, Commerce 

has canceled its annu-

al Christmas Parade 

and its Commerce by 

Commerce to 

have virtual 

Christmas 

event Dec. 5

See CPD, page 2A

See Commerce, page 2A

November surge in COVID-19 continues
West Jackson 

Elementary 

goes virtual  

due to outbreak

Local recount 

changes very little

The Jackson County Elections Office was packed Friday, Nov. 13 as a 
hand recount of the presidential race got underway.

Working in teams of two, elections officials 
went through all 37,800 ballots cast in Jackson 
County to do a recount of the presidential race.

See Recount, page 2A
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