
MAILING LABEL

JACKSON   HERALD

Wednesday, October 28, 2020THE

 VOL. 146   NO. 21 Merged in 2017 with A PUBLICATION OF  MainStreet Newspapers, Inc.
 

 28 PAGES 2 SECTIONS PLUS INSERTS The Commerce News JEFFERSON, JACKSON COUNTY GEORGIA 30549 $1.00 COPY

The 2020 voting season is 

headed toward the finish line 

as the Nov. 3 General Election 

comes to a close next week.

Through Saturday, Oct. 

25, a little over 20,100 Jack-

son County citizens had vot-

ed either by absentee ballot 

or by early in-person voting. 

That represents around 37% 

of the county’s registered 

voters.

HOW TO VOTE

Voting by in-person con-

tinues through Oct. 30. 

In-person early voting is be-

ing held at three locations:

• Jackson County Elec-

tions Office in Jefferson 

from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Commerce Parks & Rec 

in Commerce from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m.

• Braselton Police & Mu-

nicipal Building from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m.

Absentee ballots may be 

mailed or put in drop boxes 

at the following locations:

• Jefferson Elections Of-

fice

• Nicholson City Hall

• West Jackson Fire De-

partment, Braselton

Voting on election day, 

Nov. 3, will be held at one 

of Jackson County’s four 

precinct locations from 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Those locations are:

•Jefferson/Central Jackson 

— Hope Crossing Church 

on Old Pendergrass Rd.

•South Jackson — South-

side Church on Hwy. 129.

•Braselton/West Jackson 

—Free Chapel Church on 

Cherry Drive.

•Commerce/North Jack-

son — Mt. Olive Church on 

Mt. Olive Church Rd. Com-

merce.

ABSENTEE COUNTING

The county has added a 

second scanner to help han-

dle a flood of absentee bal-

lots this year.

The county will open and 

begin counting absentee 

ballots on Oct. 26 at 10 a.m.

In the past, the county had 

waited until election day to 

open and scan absentee bal-

lots, a situation that became 

difficult this year given the 

large number of absentee 

ballots being cast due to the 

COVID virus.

THE CONTESTS

In addition to voting for 

president, two Senators and 

a Congressman, Jackson 

County voters also have 

several local races of inter-

est:

• State House District 

31 — Incumbent Republi-

can Tommy Benton faces 

Democratic challenger Pete 

Fuller. The district covers 

Elections headed toward finish line

The Northeast Health District re-

cently provided guidance for reduc-

ing the risk of COVID-19 during fall 

festivities.

Some lower risk activities include 

carving or decorating pumpkins out-

side at a safe distance, hosting virtu-

al costume contests, decorating your 

home and yard, virtual movie nights 

and drive-through or drive-by events. 

Outdoor events that allow you to 

keep distance between yourself and 

people that you do not live with such 

as visiting an orchard or corn maze 

or attending a scavenger hunt are 

also lower risk.

The health district offered the fol-

lowing tips for making trick-or-treat-

ing safer:

• Avoid direct contact with trick-

or-treaters.

• Give treats outdoors.

• Set up a station with individually 

Northeast Health 

District offers 

Halloween COVID 

safety tips

Halloween festivities may look 

a little different this year due to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The Jackson Herald would like to 

see the unique ways the community 

is celebrating Halloween this year.

Those who would like to submit a 

photo for an upcoming issue of the 

paper may do so by emailing mike@

mainstreetnews.com. Include the 

name(s) of people in the photographs 

and the city the photo was taken in.

The deadline is noon on Monday, 

Nov. 2.

Submit your 

Halloween photos

See Halloween, page 2A

See Election, page 2A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Needing to ease crowding is-

sues at Gum Springs, West Jack-

son and North Jackson elementa-

ry schools, the Jackson County 

Board of Education is looking 

at adding another elementary 

school on the westside of the 

county.

The BOE discussed the matter 

during a near three-hour called 

Jackson BOE 

looks to add 

new westside 

elementary 

school

See BOE, page 2A

By Cindy R. Edge

The Commerce Planning 

Commission reviewed proposed 

regulations that would permit 

residential use of detached acces-

sory buildings during a meeting 

on October 26. The city has seen 

an increase in requests to allow 

use of detached structures as res-

idences for family members of 

the property owner.

“There is a whole generation 

of us out there that are raising 

our kids, but also taking care of 

our parents,” said board member 

Melinda Cochran.

Cochran said a challenge fam-

ilies are facing in the current 

economy is that not everyone has 

Commerce 

planning board 

discusses 

accessary issue

See Planners, page 2A

A panel of citizens in 

Pendergrass recently rec-

ommended the city annex 

213 acres into the town for 

future commercial, indus-

trial or distribution center 

development.

The property is located 

across from the Quick Trip 

distribution center on the 

Hwy. 129 bypass.

The construction of an 

inland port in nearby Hall 

County is expected to have 

an impact on distribution 

center development along 

the I-85 corridor, officials 

Pendergrass 

panel 

recommends 

annexation

See Pendergrass, page 2A

The number of COVID 

cases has remained stable 

over the past week with the 

number of deaths remaining 

at 40.

Some 2,361 people have 

tested positive for the virus 

since March and 192 have 

been hospitalized as of Oct. 

26.

But the rolling average 

of positive cases remains 

around 13 per day, down 

from a high of over 26 per 

day in early September.

While some states are 

now seeing major outbreaks 

in the Midwest and West, 

Georgia has mostly remained 

stable in recent weeks.

In Northeast Georgia, 

nearby Franklin County has 

seen an uptick in cases per 

100,000 people in the past 

two weeks as have some 

counties in south Georgia.

Nationally, health officials 

are warning of possible prob-

lems in the coming months 

as the flu season begins, 

perhaps bringing additional 

complications to COVID pa-

tients.

The Jefferson City 

School System saw its first 

flu case last week, officials 

said.

While much of the local 

economy is open, wearing 

a mask, social distancing 

and avoiding large crowds 

seems to have become a 

routine part of daily life in 

Jackson County.

Some large events, such 

as Jefferson’s annual Hal-

loween Walk, have been 

canceled, but schools and 

sporting events contin-

ue with modifications. 

Most churches are back 

to in-person services and 

most restaurants are again 

serving in dining rooms.

In addition, most local 

government meetings that 

had been done remotely 

online are now transition-

ing back to in-person meet-

ings.

COVID update: Local situation seems stable

An expansion of Jeffer-

son Middle School and 

Jefferson High School will 

be among the topics the 

Jefferson City Board of 

Education will discuss at 

its two-day retreat meeting 

Nov. 12-13.

The board heard a brief 

overview of the issue at its 

Oct. 22 meeting. Officials 

said growth and the need 

for additional CTAE class-

room space at the middle 

school are the most press-

ing problems for system 

facilities.

Former superintendent 

John Jackson has agreed 

to oversee the expansion 

projects on contract with 

the school system, officials 

said.

Once the details for an 

expansion at JMS are com-

pleted, the actual work 

Jefferson looking to expand middle, high schools

See Jefferson, page 2A

Officials will have to wait 

a little longer to find out if 

the SK Battery facilities in 

Commerce will be affected 

by an International Trade 

Commission decision.

According to a Reuters 

news report, the ITC de-

layed a planned decision on 

Oct. 26 until Dec. 10.

The ITC is reviewing a 

lawsuit by LG Chem, a rival 

EV battery-maker, that SK 

illegally stole trade secrets 

about manufacturing elec-

tric vehicle batteries.

An adverse ruling against 

SK could affect the compa-

ny’s plans to produce batter-

ies at its $2.6 billion facili-

ties in Commerce.

The move to delay a rul-

ing could signal that the ITC 

wants to give the two com-

panies more time to reach a 

settlement. Some industry 

observers believe LG will 

settle with SK if SK pays a 

large sum to use the technol-

ogy it allegedly stole.

In a statement following 

the delay, LG Chem said it 

was still “confident” the ITC 

will rule in its favor.

“Today’s delay notwith-

standing, we remain ex-

tremely confident that the 

commission will hold SK 

Innovation responsible for 

their threat and issue appro-

priate remedies to make LG 

Chem whole,” the compa-

ny’s lawyer said.

For its part, SK said it 

plans to move forward with 

its Commerce facility.

“SK Innovation remains 

confident in the merits of 

our case and that the final 

outcome will be in our fa-

vor,” said spokesman Steven 

Jahng. “We appreciate the 

ITC taking the time to pro-

vide careful consideration of 

the case and the full impact 

of this decision.”

The delay is the second 

time the ITC has postponed 

ruling on the case. The com-

mission was slated to rule 

on Oct. 6 but delayed to Oct. 

26.

The December date put 

the ruling past the Nov. 3 

elections, a move that could 

untangle the issue from its 

political overtones. A num-

ber of local and state politi-

cal leaders have been lobby-

ing the ITC for a ruling that 

lets SK continue with its 

operations, arguing that the 

2,600 jobs being created by 

the firm outweigh the alle-

gations of intellectual theft.

If the ITC rules against 

SK and imposes tough sanc-

tions, the issue could end 

up on the president’s desk. 

Only the president can over-

ride an ITC ruling.

In addition to the trade 

secrets issue, LG Chem also 

alleges that SK destroyed 

evidence of its misdeeds by 

erasing emails after the ITC 

judge ordered a forensic in-

spection of SK’s computer 

system.

The ITC has earlier sig-

naled it would side with LG 

Chem in the suit. That posi-

tion got a boost last month 

when the ITC’s Office of 

ITC delays ruling in SK lawsuit
SK vows to move forward with Commerce plans

SK facilities under construction in Commerce.

See SK, page 2A


