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Meet the candidates

1. Why are you running for this of-

fice? What are your main platform 

points?

When Braselton became my home, I did 

not have the desire to run for public office. 

But when I saw an onslaught of devel-

opers/outsiders repeatedly attempting to 

avert the Braselton Development Code, I 

realized these outsiders were preparing me 

for just that. As those in my neighborhood 

and the community saw my dedication to 

high quality development, my willingness 

to work with and listen to others, and my 

diligence toward encouraging smart devel-

opment, I was encouraged to seek public 

office. I aspire for Braselton to be a place 

that families love to call home, and a com-

munity where our children return to raise 

their own families for generations to come. 

It is my passion to maintain high standards 

that prepared me to run for the District 1 

seat on the Braselton Town Council.

2. How do you think growth in your 

town or school system should be man-

Joy 

Basham
1. Why are you running for this office? 

What are your main platform points?

I am running because I was asked by 

multiple members of this community. They 

noticed what I represented and what was 

accomplished during my time previously as 

a Braselton Council Member. I entered this 

race to give Braselton’s citizens and busi-

nesses fair representation and be their voice 

on Braselton’s Town Council.

My main platform points are our growth, 

traffic and local safety. All of these points go 

together and must be handled appropriately 

before there is no turning back.

2. How do you think growth in your 

town or school system should be man-

aged in the coming years?

Growth is a reality in Braselton. Com-

prehensive Plans are great, but should be 

followed. Our present road infrastructure 

must be improved prior to allowing massive 

developments into town. Braselton’s growth 

must be cautious and smart. Quality of life 

will go down if the growth is too rapid. We 

Richard 

Mayberry
1. Why are you running for this office? 

What are your main platform points?

I sincerely care for the people and the 

Town of Braselton. Braselton needs strong 

leadership with the ability to look at new 

ideas for smart growth while preserving 

its unique history and character. There is 

no way to measure the value of experience 

when it comes to being an effective council 

member. I have 4 years of experience and 

have seen 50 years of Braselton develop-

ment. There were times when I was guilty 

of being a maverick on the council and that 

was a good thing at the time. I stand on prin-

ciple even when my position is not popular.

I firmly believe that the level of service 

and leadership that I have provided during 

my term will benefit our community for 

years to come. I have been a strong voice 

and brought attention to growth in distri-

bution centers. I understand that the I-85 

corridor is the common location for these, 

but I have been vocal as to the location and 

volume that we have today. My position 

Becky 

Richardson (I)

Braselton Town Council - District 1

Braselton Town Council - District 3

1. Why are you running for this office? What are your main plat-

form points?

Most of my working career 

I did not have any opportunity 

to be involved with the com-

munities I was living in. I had 

a fight with Cancer for 3 years 

and during that time the mem-

bers of our community, family 

and church were very helpful 

to Teresa and me. As a result 

of the support along with prod-

ding from community leaders I 

began attempts to pay back and 

have been doing so for the last 

17 years. Experience in local 

government is crucial current-

ly in our growth especially in 

dealing with four counties and 

all the cities in our area. Deal-

ing with our citizens’ concerns 

and wishes, maintain good quality growth, while protecting landowners’ 

rights, within proper zoning and ordinances are very important.

We must offer the services our town is so proud of and continue to do 

so without a town property tax. Local elected officials must take the time 

necessary to interact with other cities and county officials and be willing 

to take courses to better handle our responsibilities on the Town Council.

2. How do you think growth in your town or school system 

should be managed in the coming years?

Our community is unique and fortunate to be located on the I-85 

Tony Funari (I)
1. Why are you running for this office? What are your main 

platform points?

Since moving to 

Braselton 13 years 

ago, Steph and I 

have been blessed 

with three young 

children, Elizabeth 

(7), Jimmy (5) and 

Carmela (4). When 

I look at them, I 

think about my 

childhood, grow-

ing up in a small 

town not unlike 

Braselton. I grew 

up going to parades 

and tree lightings, 

not unlike those 

we have here. My 

hometown was a safe place that had a strong sense of commu-

nity. When I see my son, Jimmy, smiling with his friends at a 

birthday party or soccer game; or my daughter, Elizabeth, at a 

neighborhood swim meet; or Carmela heading off to preschool 

at Celebration Academy, I think about my own childhood. More 

than anything, I want my own children and their friends to grow 

up in a safe place with a strong sense of community.

I do not believe the above happens by accident. Braselton is 

at a crossroads. Braselton is at the beginning of a development 

Jim Joedecke

See Basham, page 2A See Mayberry, page 2A See Richardson, page 3A

See Funari, page 2A See Joedecke, page 3A

Braselton’s Zombie 5K 

Run will be held Oct. 19 

beginning at 8:30 a.m. in 

downtown Braselton.

The schedule includes:

•7:30 a.m. — Runner reg-

istration and packet pick-up

•8:30 a.m. — 5K begins

•9:30 a.m. — Awards pre-

sentation

The cost is $30 for those 

who pre-register by Oct. 11 

(this includes a T-shirt and 

goodie bag). After Oct. 11, 

registration is $35 and the 

T-shirt and goodie bag is not 

guaranteed.

For more information or 

to register, visit downtown-

braselton.com.

Awards will be presented 

to the top male and female 

runner and in age groups. 

An award will also be given 

for the best dressed zombie 

runner.

Registration open for Zombie 5K

Braselton West Fest will 

be held Oct. 12 from 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.

“Little gold BURDS will 

be perched in places across 

Braselton West for a BURD 

spotting scavenger hunt,” 

organizers state.

Prizes will be awarded to 

participants who spot them 

all. Giveaways will also be 

held for all BURD watchers.

Attendees can start at the 

Braselton West Fest Nest 

in the Circle K parking lot, 

7342 Spout Springs Rd.

For more information, 

visit Facebook.com/BuyLo-

calBraselton or braselton-

events.com.

West Fest is Oct. 12

In previous issues of this 

newspaper, qualifying sto-

ries indicated Tony Funari 

and Jim Joedecke quali-

fied for the Braselton Town 

Council District 2 race. Fu-

nari and Joedecke qualified 

for the District 3 race.

The District 2 seat is not 

up for election this year.

CLARIFICATION

Early and absen-

tee-by-mail voting for the 

Nov. 5 election begins Mon-

day, Oct. 14, at the Jackson 

County Elections and Reg-

istration Office in Jefferson 

for all cities across Jackson 

County.

Candidates on the ballot 

include:

•Braselton Town Council 

District 1 — Becky Rich-

ardson (I), Joy Basham and 

Richard Mayberry.

•Braselton Town Council 

District 3 — Tony Funari (I) 

and Jim Joedecke.

•Hoschton City Council 

seats, Posts 5 and 6 — Min-

di Kiewert (I), Shantwon 

Astin and Adam Ledbetter. 

The top two vote-getters 

will secure the two seats.

During the final week of 

early voting, Oct. 28-Nov. 

1, Braselton voters can only 

cast their votes at the Bra-

selton Police and Municipal 

Court Building.

Meanwhile, voters in the 

other cities can cast their 

ballots at any of the early 

voting locations during the 

final week of early voting.

Those early voting loca-

tions are: Jackson County 

Elections and Registration 

Office, 441 Gordon St., 

Jefferson; Commerce Parks 

and Rec, 204 Carson St., 

Commerce; and Braselton 

Police and Municipal Court 

building, 5040 Hwy. 53, 

Braselton.

Early voting hours are 

Mondays-Fridays from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ELECTION DAY

Polls will be open on 

Election Day, Nov. 5, from 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Polling lo-

cations include:

Braselton — Police and 

Municipal Court Building, 

5040 Hwy. 53, Braselton.

Hoschton — Hoschton 

Depot – 4272 Hwy. 53, 

Hoschton.

Early voting opens Monday

See next week’s issue for questionnaires  

from Hoschton City Council candidates.

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Judge David Sweat ruled 

Oct. 2 that the recall efforts 

against Hoschton Mayor 

Theresa Kenerly and may-

or pro tem Jim Cleveland 

can move forward.

Judge Sweat found 

that there are sufficient 

grounds against Kenerly 

and Cleveland to allow the 

recall to move to the next 

phase. The two had chal-

lenged the recall effort in 

court, which led to the Oct. 

2 hearing.

Kenerly came under 

fire in May after anoth-

er Hoschton City Council 

member disclosed she had 

told her she’d pulled an ap-

plication for a city admin-

istrator job candidate be-

cause he was a black man 

and the town “wasn’t ready 

for that.”

Cleveland responded 

by defending Kenerly and 

voicing his personal views 

against interracial relation-

ships.

When all that became 

public, the backlash in the 

small West Jackson town 

was fierce with numerous 

people filing ethics com-

plaints and packing city 

hall calling on the two to 

resign. When that didn’t 

happen, a group organized 

a recall push to have Ken-

erly and Cleveland re-

Judge allows recall to move forward

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Recall efforts will move 

forward against Hoschton 

mayor pro tem Jim Cleve-

land after a court ruling 

last week.

Judge David Sweat 

ruled Oct. 2 that there are 

sufficient grounds against 

Cleveland to allow the re-

call to move forward (see 

related story for more de-

tails).

Cleveland came un-

der fire after defending 

Hoschton mayor Theresa 

Kenerly (who is accused 

of removing a job candi-

date for city administrator 

because of his race) in a 

news article and added his 

beliefs against interracial 

relationships. That raised 

strong backlash among 

area residents who de-

nounced Cleveland’s com-

ments and called for his 

resignation.

But Cleveland’s re-

call petition isn’t moving 

forward because of his 

comments on race. Recall 

organizers removed that 

Is claim against Cleveland accurate?

See Recall, page 5A See Cleveland, page 5A


