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Nearly 3,400 more COVID-19 cases and 

28 more deaths were confirmed in Georgia 

on Tuesday, including 15 in Barrow Coun-

ty, as the coronavirus continued its recent 

resurgence around Georgia and much of the 

country.

As of the Georgia Department of Public 

Health’s daily update at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 

there had been 123,963 cases confirmed 

around the state since the start of the out-

break — with more than 7,000 confirmed 

since Sunday — while the official statewide 

death toll rose to 3,054. 

Roughly a third of Georgia’s cases have 

been confirmed in the last two weeks alone, 

while more than 200 deaths have been re-

ported during that same span.

There were 2,741 people confirmed to 

have COVID-19 who were hospitalized 

across the state as of Tuesday afternoon, 

according to the Georgia Emergency Man-

agement Agency’s daily situation report.

In Barrow County, 137 cases have been 

confirmed in the past two weeks, bringing 

the total to 660, while 27 county residents 

have now died from COVID-19.

The rising numbers in Barrow and sur-

rounding counties have had an impact on 

Northeast Georgia Health System as well, 

which reported Tuesday morning that 73 

patients positive for COVID-19 were hos-

pitalized across its hospitals and another 47 

were awaiting test results. 

There were two COVID-19-positive pa-

tients at Northeast Georgia Medical Center 

Barrow in Winder and 12 at NGMC Bra-

selton. The numbers of patients awaiting 

test results at those hospitals were not avail-

able Tuesday.

A total of 131 people have died from 

COVID-19 at the system’s four hospitals 

since the start of the outbreak, while 1,157 

have been discharged. 

Ventilator usage across the system also 

increased to 41 percent Monday and Tues-

day — the highest it had been since May 

18 and up from 27 percent two weeks ago. 

Statewide, ventilator usage was at 40 per-

cent, while only 39 percent of the state’s to-

tal emergency room beds and only 16 per-

cent of its critical-care beds were available, 

according to GEMA’s latest data. In Region 

E, which includes Barrow, only seven out 

of 70 critical-care beds were available as of 

Tuesday afternoon.

As the virus continued its spike in the 

region, NGHS announced tighter visitation 

Coronavirus numbers continue to spike locally, around state

Barrow County govern-

ment was hit with a cy-

ber-attack over the weekend 

that caused a disruption to 

“certain county operations,” 

county officials said Mon-

day, July 13.

Officials said the network 

intrusion was carried out by 

“sophisticated cyber-crimi-

nals” but that they were not 

aware of any unauthorized 

disclosure of personal data 

or financial information.

“County technology ex-

perts have been working 

diligently with national-

ly-recognized cybersecurity 

experts to restore normal 

operations as soon as possi-

ble,” officials said in a news 

release. “Barrow County 

places the utmost impor-

tance on its network and 

system security.”

County manager Mike 

Renshaw due to the on-

going investigation, the 

county could not disclose 

Monday any specific details 

concerning the focus of the 

attack.

“When additional infor-

mation is available, we will 

be in a position to share 

more details,” Renshaw 

said.

Winder city administra-

tor Mandi Cody said the 

city took some of its sys-

tems shared with the coun-

ty offline as a precaution 

County 
government 
hit with 
cyber attack
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Barrow County manag-

er Mike Renshaw will re-

main with the county for 

now after talks for him to 

become the new manager 

for the Village of Palmet-

to Bay, Fla., fell through 

Monday night.

Renshaw had been se-

lected by the village’s 

council over two other fi-

nalists for the top admin-

istrative position late last 

month after a six-month 

search. 

But he said Tuesday that 

contract talks had broken 

down and he was no lon-

ger interested in the posi-

tion.

He had been scheduled 

to begin work in the in-

corporated village in Mi-

ami-Dade County on Aug. 

1.

Renshaw, who has been 

with Barrow County since 

May 2016, was also re-

cently a finalist for the 

city manager position in 

Las Cruces, N.M., — that 

city’s council selected an-

other candidate for the job 

— and has been a finalist 

or candidate for several 

other positions over the 

last couple of years.

He said Tuesday he is 

not currently under con-

sideration for any other 

positions.

Renshaw said he had 

told the Barrow County 

Board of Commissioners 

about his candidacy and 

kept them informed on the 

negotiations with Palmet-

to Bay.

“I’m happy here, but 

if an opportunity arises 

that looks interesting and 

would be a challenge, 

that’s something I will 

look at,” Renshaw said. 

“I’ve got a good work-

ing relationship with the 

board here and that’s cru-

cial to any manager’s ten-

ure.”
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Barrow County manager 
Mike Renshaw speaks at 
a groundbreaking cere-
mony for the Victor Lord 
Park expansion in Winder 
in June 2019.

‘Playing a game of  chess’

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

Coaches are typically creatures of habit, and that 

has made the day-to-day uncertainty during the on-

going coronavirus pandemic that much harder to take 

for Apalachee High School head football coach Tony 

Lotti.

Lotti has described himself as so meticulous that 

he typically plans all team activities several months 

in advance — all the way down to the order and flow 

of team picture day. But he, along with all the other 

coaches around the state the last few months, has had 

to sideline his normal routines as questions continue 

to swirl around the upcoming Georgia High School 

Association fall sports season.

Will games be played?

Will the seasons start on time?

And will the competitions be held in front of spec-

tators?

The latest indications from GHSA officials are that 

all those things will happen. But with the volatility of 

the situation and a recent new surge in coronavirus 

cases across the state and much of the entire country, 

the current plans could be put on hold or upended at 

any time.

“(The start of football season) is coming fast and 

we’re still limited in what we can do and what we’re 

doing,” Lotti said last week. “For me, having to go 

week by week has been more awful than anything. 

I can’t even plan for next week now because I don’t 

know for sure what they’re going to say we can and 

can’t do.”

“It’s definitely been very different,” Ed Dudley, Lot-

ti’s counterpart across town at Winder-Barrow High 

School, said of the altered summer schedule. “But the 

participation has been good. The players have had a 

great attitude and the parents have been able to roll 

with it. The coaches probably take it harder than any-

one. I think the unknown and always having that hang 

over your head is the hardest thing to deal with. Ev-

erybody wants to know when the people in charge are 

going to make their decisions, but they have to use the 

latest information available to them.

“Everything’s got to be done around the health and 

safety of the student-athletes.”

While school systems’ approaches to reopening for 

the 2020-21 academic year — informed by guidance 

from the state department of education and the CDC 

— have varied around the state, Barrow County plans 

to start traditional classes Aug. 4 as scheduled, with 

an option for students to enroll in digital learning 

while still being eligible to participate in athletics and 

various other extra-curricular activities. 

Barrow schools weigh several factors 
in preparing for return to sports
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A bottle of cleaning solution sits on the sidelines of R. Harold Harrison Stadium on Tuesday morn-
ing, July 14, during an Apalachee High School football team summer workout. The athletic programs 
around the county are putting extra cleaning and sanitation measures in place as they hope to start 
the fall sports season on time amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Apalachee High School football players go 
through summer conditioning drills Tuesday 
morning, July 14.

Winder-Barrow High School football players 
get some summer conditioning work in Tuesday 
morning, July 14.
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