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“We’re not playing any kind of good 

defense. We’re not boxing out, we’re not 

passing well, not shooting well. We’ve 

got a basketball deficiency. Our main goal 

against Stephens County, don’t give them 

any three’s to start the game. What do we 

do? We don’t rotate correctly and we give 

them four or five threes. Any team with 

shooting woes, we show up in the gym, 

they’re going to start shooting well.”

The rest of the team accounted for 11 

points, led by Tiffany Wilson’s six points. 

No one for Madison County (15-12, 5-3 

Region 8-AAAA) scored in the second half 

besides McPherson. She scored 45 points 

in the last three quarters and 34 points in 

the second half.

Her slow start was attributed to Madison 

County trying to get multiple players in-

volved in the offense. It had to strip the of-

fense down and rely on McPherson to keep 

the game competitive.

“Sometimes, I have to do that. I have to 

score the points,” McPherson said. “It was 

a struggle to get our press together, get the 

offense going.

“I should have been (going to the rim) 

from the start. I should have been finishing 

layups. Instead, I took the crazy three’s, 

that I know I can make, but I need to know 

when to take them and when to go to the 

basket.”

Madison County settles for the No. 4 

seed and will travel to Northwest Whitfield 

for the first time since 2018. Lampe allud-

ed to Madison County’s past success on the 

road against northwest Georgia teams. The 

Red Raiders defeated Northwest Whitfield 

59-46 as the No. 2 seed in 2018, and they 

upset Heritage, Catoosa 48-45 in 2017.

“We’ve had success up there,” Lampe 

said. “We’ve won every time we’ve gone 

up there the last 10 years. If we just come 

out, and play the game the entire time like 

we did these last six minutes, we’re going 

to do well. Win or lose, I’m okay with that.”

Lady Raiders continued from 1B
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Nolan Hill drives through the paint against Oconee County.

Despite both teams trading baskets for 

much of the first quarter, resulting in an 

11-11 tie at one point, Bird still thought his 

team was playing better and would eventu-

ally take over. His confidence paid off when 

the Red Raiders ended the quarter on a 5-0 

run to lead 16-11 after eight minutes.

“The game was close but I feel like we 

were still outplaying them,” Bird said. “They 

just had a couple of loose balls go their way 

and they got a couple of easy baskets.”

Madison County couldn’t add much to its 

lead through the second and third quarters, 

but Oconee County couldn’t cut into either. 

The Red Raiders led 34-24 at halftime and 

41-33 at the end of the third quarter.

The Red Raiders started putting the game 

away in the fourth quarter. Bolstered by 

Gaines’ trifecta of three-pointers, Madison 

County outscored Oconee County 21-12 in 

the last quarter to pull away and win 65-45.

“I’m so proud of Willie,” Bird said. “He’s 

a great kid, we’ve got a bunch of great 

kids, but he’s definitely done so many great 

things. He’s been working so hard all year. 

To have that late start from football, his shot 

has just continued to get better and better.

“He’s been such a catalyst on the de-

fensive end, if he can start being more of 

a threat offensively, he’s going to make us 

even more dangerous in the tournament.”

Madison County goes back on the road 

Friday against Northwest Whitfield to play 

the runners-up of Region 6-AAAA. The 

Red Raiders are the underdogs, but that’s 

a familiar feeling for Gaines, Zahmerius 

Shiflet and Harrison Kirkland who played 

on the football team which cashed in its un-

derdog status for two post season wins and 

an Elite Eight appearance.

“We’ll probably mention that, I’m sure 

we will,” Bird said. “The biggest thing is 

just the belief that you can do it, and I think 

that’s what this team is starting to get. We 

beat every team in our region, and I think 

our region is very similar to the region we’re 

playing. I think that’s an easy sell to our 

guys

“Like the football team, we’ve got to be-

lieve and go out there and compete.”

Boys basketball continued from 1B

The Madison County basketball teams swept the Region 8-AAAA Player of the Year 
awards. Adam Metts won the award on the boys side and Kayla McPherson won 
the award on the girls side.

REGION 8-AAAA PLAYERS OF THE YEAR

BASEBALL PREVIEW

at 2:30 p.m.

Smith won three of his four matches by 

pin fall across both days of the tournament 

at Lanier High School. His win by decision 

was his only match to last past the second 

period. He won the championship with a pin 

fall over Gilmer’s Diego Jacinto late in the 

second period after making a take down with 

just 26 seconds on the clock.

Hoetzel won all of his matches by either 

pin fall or technical foul. He pinned his 

opening round opponent in the first period 

before defeating his second round opponent 

17-0 with 30 seconds to spare in the second 

period.

His championship match against North 

Oconee’s Gavin Bloom lasted through two 

periods and ended with a pin a minute into 

the third period. Hoetzel trailed 5-4 at the 

end of the first period. He took a 6-5 lead 

with a reversal seconds into the second pe-

riod, but fell behind again 7-6 when he con-

ceded a reversal. Hoetzel finished the period 

with another reversal and a near fall to go 

ahead 11-7. After a near fall early in the third 

period, he pinned Bloom down for good to 

win the title.

Cooper won his title with two pin falls, 

a decision and a major decision. The major 

came in the first round when Cooper turned 

a 6-2 lead after two periods into a 14-2 victo-

ry. He scored eight points in the third period 

with a reversal and two near falls. Cooper 

didn’t score many points in his title match 

against Oconee County’s Nick Saunders, 

only four through the whole contest. That’s 

all he needed as a takedown early in the sec-

ond period led to a pin fall just seconds later.

Josh Kincaid (126 lbs.) and Austin Kerns 

(160 lbs.) lost in the championship round by 

decisions. Smith lost to Pickens County’s 

C.J. Murphy in the finals 6-0, he previously 

lost to Murphy in the Hook Em’ Tournament 

at Lambert. Kerns lost 6-1 to Northwest 

Whitfield’s Jordan McCamish.

Blake Hooper (106 lbs.), Bryer Autry 

(152 lbs.), Tristan Poss (170 lbs.) and Nate 

Krickle (285 lbs.) also qualified for the state 

tournament. Jace Jachimski will go as an al-

ternate.

Wrestling continued from 1B

against them and each other to make the 

entire bullpen better. Gillespie said com-

petition within the pitching staff was a 

focus in the offseason and preseason.

“We want our guys to understand 

that when it’s their time to go up on the 

mound, their job is to give us a chance 

to win,” he said. “Throw the ball over 

the plate, don’t try to be too cute with it. 

Challenge the hitters, because a really 

good hitter in high school is a .300 or .400 

hitter. That means only three or four out 

of 10 at bats, they’ll hit. Hitting is a very 

difficult thing, but if a pitcher is constant-

ly walking people, the odds of the other 

team scoring runs go up exponentially.”

Going into the 2020 season, Madison 

County has a four-man starting rotation 

consisting of Baddely, Dowell, Russ 

Bray and Jarrett Moore. However, Gilles-

pie says there are other pitchers he trusts 

in starting roles. He mentioned Stephen 

Brooks, Chris Wilbanks and Cooper 

Brown as pitchers he feels can give the 

Red Raiders a chance to win.

TEAM UNITES AROUND 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP

Even though last year’s squad had 10 

seniors, most of the key players were ju-

niors, including the aforementioned starting 

pitchers, as well as Adam Echols, Colby 

Smith and Will Whitehead. The current 

senior group combines for 79 total innings 

pitched and 62 strikeouts on the mound, 

and 84 hits at the plate.

“We’re in the stage of our program, to 

where every year, we have got six or seven 

seniors,” Gillespie said. “There’s eight se-

niors in this senior class, and pretty much 

every one of them will play a key part of our 

success. Last year, we didn’t rely on a lot 

of seniors. They were there and they gave 

us good leadership, but our go-to guys were 

all juniors.

“Out of our first seven guys in our lineup, 

six of them are seniors. We have a senior 

leading off, a senior in the two hole, a senior 

in the three hole … We have a lot of seniors, 

we have a lot of guys who have been here 

for four years and know what we expect.”

Gillespie’s optimism about the team goes 

beyond its senior leadership. He’s admitted-

ly surprised by how united and driven the 

team was through the offseason.

“I think we’re going to surprise some 

people. They’ve kind of surprised me,” he 

said. “They’ve really came together as a 

team. Everybody enjoys each other, every-

body respects each other. Everybody wants 

to be around each other. A lot of times, if 

that happens, magic can happen. Everyone 

wants to be there. They all hold each other 

accountable.

“On Sunday, to give an example, I came 

to the field to do some work and there 

were six varsity baseball players here, 

hitting in the cages. They just wanted 

to be here. They’re chomping at the 

bits to play.”

Baseball continued from 1B 1. Ben Bray

2. Austin Baddeley

3. Caleb Deavers

4. Brock McElroy

5. Brady Bates

6. Cole Hillsman

7. Adam Echols

8. Tyler Wright

10. Colby Smith

11. Luke Brown

15. Carter Hall

16. Will Whitehead

17. Cooper Brown

18.  Andrew Porterfield

19. Jarrett Moore

20. Russ Bray

21. Cohen Strickland

23. Chris Wilbanks

28. Garrett Dowell

30 Stephen Brooks

41. Eli Akins

BASEBALL ROSTER

1. North Oconee             25-8-0, 11-1-0
2. Stephens County             18-13-1, 7-5-0
3. St. Pius X    12-22-0, 5-7-0
4. Oconee County   18-13-0, 4-8-0
5. Madison County              10-14-0, 3-9-0
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Northeast Georgia’s
Strong, Strategic, and Skilled Defense.

Criminal, DUI, Traffic, Commercial Drivers, and 
Professional Licensing. Trials and Appeals.

Phone: (706) 224-0321
www.lesliejoneslaw.com


